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^ PREFACE.

^ —1291842
V The materials kindly furnished for the Annual Monitor

-vvthis year have again extended its pages beyond the usual

^Ciiinit ; and although the decease of our beloved friend Joseph

Rdwntree occurred since the date of completing the return

,^of the annual mortality in the Society, his seivicea in our

Mittle community were so varied and important, and so ex-

.*( tensively known and appreciated, that it will no doubt be

^ acceptable to our readers to have at once presented to them

a brief outline of his character, and the brightness of the

closing scenes ofhis valuable life.

Year after year memorials of this kind bring us into close

companionship with those in whose lives and in whose

deaths the Lord was glorified ; and if, permitted to breathe

a kindred atmosphere, those who survive " can listen with

heart^felt satisfaction to the experience of the humble

Christian,—if, by the bed of the dying believer, they can

sympathize with the hope that beams in his eye, and the

peace that flows in his heart like a mighty river,—or if,

when the truths of the Bible are upon his lips and he tries

to quote those simple sayings by which the departing spirit

is sustained," they can rejoice with him and give God tlie

praise—surely such examples are well calculated to ani-

mate them to trust in the Lord in the path of duty, to fear no

danger, and to decline no difficulty in the service of Christ.
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Age. Time of Decease.

Susanna Adey, Bristol, 74 31 5 mo. 1859

Henry Aggs, Tottenham, 78 3 4 mo. 1859

Hannah Alderson, 39 27 4 mo. 1859

Broadmire, Dent, Yorhs. Daiigliter of Jolm

Alderson.

Anna Louisa Alex.\nder, 20 8 11 mo. 1858

Ipswich. Daughter of John Bicldle and Anna

Sophia Alexander.

Emily Alexander, 15 28 12 mo. 1858

Ipswich. Daughter of John Biddle and Anna

Sophia Alexander.

Sarah Ann Alexander, 8 30 11 mo. 1858

Leominster. Daughter of Samuel and Sai'ah

Alexander.
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Dkdoram Sanuham Allen, 77 2i 11 mo. 1858

Waterfortl. An Elder.

It is often both instnictive and encouraging to

mai-k the unobtrusive path of the humble bchever,

ns he is patiently bringing forth " the fruits of

righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, mito

tlie glory and praise of God," and is finally per-

mitted peacefully to close his earthly course, in

the faith and hope of the Gospel. Such, it is

thankfully believed, was the experience of this

dear friend, who, for many j'ears, occupied the

station of Elder in the meeting to wliich she be-

longed. Yielding in her early days to the visita-

tions of Heavenly Love, she became established

in that solidity of chai-acter by which she was

distinguished in after life.

About the year 1826 she entered upon the

responsible situation of Female Superintendent

at Ne^vtown School, where for twenty-eight years

she continued, with conscientious uprightness, to

perform the varied duties wliich devolved upon

her, and much might be said of the value of her

services, and the tender and affectionate care she

extended to the children, both boys and gii'ls,

who successively became inmates of that Institu-

tion.

The meekness and gentleness of her deport-
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ment, combined with a very tender feeling for

the poor, to whom she was remarkably Hberal,

e\dnced her earnest desire hiunbly to follow Him,

to whom she w^as enabled to look as her Lord

and Saviour; to him she was often engaged to

apply for succour in seasons of trial, which dur-

ing her long experience m the unporiant position

she occupied, could not fail to occur, and his

grace was sufficient for her, both in the active

duties of hfe and in the solemn hoiu* of death.

John Allen, G8 15 2 mo. 1859

Lishearcl, Cornwall. An Elder.

In attempting to give a brief outHne of the hfe

of one so justly loved and valued as the subject

of the following sketch, it is desired to bear in

mmd, that if there was one danger more than

another from which his own mind shrunk with

fear, it was that of self-exaltation ; ever unworthy

in his own estunation, his repeated acloiowledg-

ment was that to him belonged "nothing but

blushing and confusion of face."

John Allen was born at Liskeard, on the 2Gth

of Ninth month, 1790. Deprived of liis father

by death, in infancy, the care of laimself and an

only sister devolved on their watchful mother,

and their uncle, Samuel Rundell. In a short

sketch of his early Ufe, written many yeara
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afterwards, be gratefully alludes to Ids mother's

religious influence, remarking that " she taught by-

example more than by words, and ruled by love

and persuasion rather than by authority," and con-

tinues, "of such as ai'e eai'ly thus taught, furnish-

ed with pious examples, versed m the Holy Scrip-

tures, and trained in the paths of morahty and

religion, how xmspeakably great are the advan-

tages and responsibnities ; of those to whom much
is given, much will be expected ! In this view of

the case, I have to acknowledge great deficien-

cies, and a lamentable want of that improvement

of favours received, wliich ought to have result>-

ed. May a deep sense of this lead to deeper

liimailiation of soul, and to greater faithfulness.

One of the first distinct rehgious visitations which ,

I recollect was dm-ing a family visit from F. Fox

and J. Abbott, of Plymouth, when I was about

four years old. The tendering impression of Di-

vine love, as conveyed through these worthy men,

and dihgent laboui-ers in their Master's cause, is

stUl fresh in my remembrance, together with the

place where I sat, and the tears which flowed

forth on the occasion."

During his school-days at Milverton and South-

gate, he was favoured with renewed heavenly

visitations, and he remarks, " These emotions
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gathered strength more especially when I was

under the roof of my beloved mother, of whose

ardent desu-e for the sphitaal welfare of her child-

I'^u I was very sensible ; and the visits of many

Friends travelling in the work of the ministry I

well remember, as tending happily to the same

result." The intercourse with valued friends

wluch the neighbourhood of London afforded was

also made a blessing to him. " Some of these,"

he says, " I shall ever have cause gratefidly to

remember, as being permitted deeply to unpress

the sense of Divine love and mercy, under wliich

I entered into covenant with the Lord, that if he

would be pleased to be with me in the path of

life, and give me daUy bread, spiritually and

temporally, he should be my God and I would

serve him." The friendsliips also formed with

inteUigent and serious young Friends compensat-

ed for the limited 'association of home, and

strengthened liis attachment to liis own. religious

Society. Soon after leavmg school, he appUed

himself assiduously to business, as a woolstapler.

There was now Uttle leisure for intellectual pur-

suits, but that Httle was diligently occupied, and

of tills period he remarks, " The time of my ap-

prenticesliip was in the most important sense

attended with profit. I had many sohtary wallis
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Hiid rides, when mj^ mind was often turned to

the Most High, aud the incomes of liis love were

lively and precious, showing me the emptiness of

all earthly enjojTiicnts, deprived of tliis, and its

value in confening on those Avhich ai-e pure their

true rehsh. Though my hands were fully em-

ployed, my mind was at hberty for these feelings,

and for digesting what I read in the evenings

and at other opportunities." He also alludes to

tlie attendance of Monthly and Quarterly Meet-

ings, as often proving seasons of fresh visitation,

and renewal of covenant with the Lord.

In 1810, he was depiived by death of his af-

fectionate mother ; through her long illness she

had been the object of liis devoted attention, and

he remarks at this time, " I felt that I now stood

somewhat alone, and that in thus entering on

life, my futui-e position and happiness would

greatly depend, under Divine Pro\idence, on my-

self, my own conduct, resolutions and associa-

tions. I had learned in some degree the value

of tiTie religion, and to love the Lord, from whom

1 had ali-eady received unnumbered blessings,

and I entertained the comfoi'ting assurance that,

if I endeavoiu'ed to serve liim, he would be with i

me for good through the future j)aths of hfe.

Thoughts of this sort seiTed to make me watchful.
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to excite my energies, and to induce me again

and again to seek tlie protection and blessing of

the Father of the fatherless. Thanks be to Mm,

•when he has been sotight unto in sincerity and

truth, he has not failed to counsel, to reprove, to

comfort, as occasions have required, and to be-

stow his blessing on my poor imworthy endea-

vours to choose the good and to refuse the evil."

In 1812, he was luiited in marriage to Frances,

daughter of George Fox, of PeiTan, but this

happy union was only of short duration. They

were soon called to part with an infant son, and

in 181(5, his beloved wife, over whose declining

health he had watched with anxious care, was

suddenly taken from him, leaving him with the

sole charge of an infant daughter. " What an

inexpressible favour and happiness," he waites,

" to experience imder such agonizing ckcum-

stances Divine support and consolation, and to

know the Everlasting Arms to be underneath,

In this season of extremity, however

unworthy, I had great cause, as at other times,

to commemorate the long suflering and compas-

sionate regard of Israel's Shepherd, often re-

membering with comfort the ancient declaration

that ' The Lord on high is mightier than the

noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty
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waves of tlie sea." " Wliilst thus striN-ing after

pesignatiou, his lonely hours were often cheered

by tlie resources of reading and study, and tlie

care of liis httle girl.

In the year Ih-^o, he married Elizabctli Wright,

of Bristol, with whom a close bond of union was

peiTuittcd him during the remainder of liis Ufe.

In alluding to the loss of unolhcr infant son,

and some other trials, he writes, " I was however

mercifully favoured more or less to feel that the

IleavciJy Fatlier's love was underneath through

all ; and that neither heights nor depths, principal-

ities nor jtowers, nor any other creature, would bo

able, if I remained faithful, and maintained my
allegiance to liini, to separate me from his love

in Christ Jesus our Lord. I must nevertheless

acknowledge great imfaithfulness and revoltings

of heai-t from the spiritual dominion of the

lowly Prince of Peace If I mistake not,

experience has taught me that when the poor

mind is happily brought to a sense of past out-

goings, and humbled in penitence under it, then

it is especially needful to guard against too much

discouragement, but rather on the other hand to

take comfort in the sense thus gi-aciously afforded,

and lay hold of hope and faith, as anchors of the

Boul, and essential parts of the true Chiistian's
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armour. But alas ! when deep conviction of sin

has entered, how ready is the enemy to tempt us

to embrace the feeUng of sorrow, not in a patient

sui-render of our own ^vills, but in an unsubdued

exertion of them, and in a spuit that wHl not be

comforted, to embrace the grief and press it to

the bosom, though its efiects may be destructive

to our peace and true welfare. So true it is that

there is a will in son'ow as well as in joy, which

is inconsistent mth Chiistian, cheerful meekness

and resignation.

About tliis time his friends had appointed him

to the station of an Elder. In tlie fulfihneut of

tills as weU as of other important sernccs in the

church. Ids conduct was marked by the meekness

of wisdom, and whilst steadfast in upholding and

defending that which he believed to be tmth, he

was a bright example of patience and condescen-

Bion, and of submission to the judgment of his

friends.

On relinquishing business in 1>^30, partly with

a view to devote himself to the education of his

children, he says, " Plaving now more leisure,

may I sufficiently feel that it adds much to my
responsibUities, and be watchfully concerned to

employ it well, lest exil, ever ready, should enter

in, and make the heart worse than before." His
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tiine was now diligently occupied in the service

of others; to its methodical arrangement he

owed much, and whilst his energies were directed

to the promotion of various objects of usefulness,

embracing the civil, moral and reHgious advance-

ment of his fellow men, liis well disciplined

mind, with powers of judging and quick discern-

ment, quahfied him to fiU many pubhc and pri-

vate trusts, and often was he resorted to by his

friends and neighbours as an adviser and arbi-

trator. In his social relations, he was generous

and kind, uncompromismg when principle was

concerned, but charitable wlien inclination plead-

ed, strict towards himself, but pitiful and for-

giving towards others.

Various philantliropic objects of general or

local interest received his warm support. For

twenty years he fiUed the office of Poor Law
guardian, and was a useful member of the Bible,

Anti-Slavery, and Peace Societies, in aU liis in-

tercoiu'se ^\ith others maintaining, with integiity

and meekness, the character of a consistent Friend.

In the cause of education he was deeply inter-

ested, and the British schools in liis owti town

were, from their commencement, the objects of

his devoted attention ; but it was to the private

school-room in his own house that his attention
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was more especially dii-ected. Here it was, a3

well as in the domestic circle generally, that the

tender, watchful care and sympathy ofthe parent

were blended mth the constant stimulus to self-

improvement of the teacher, and that the readi-

ness to sacrifice personal ease and convenience,

in order that he might enter into the piu'suits

of liis children, was united with an mu-emitting

endeavoiu- to maintain a high standai'd of moral

and rehgious feehng. Thus by example as well

as by precept did he evince his deep concern for

then- best welfare. As years passed on his cor-

dial sympathy with their interests, and liis

anxiety as far as possible to share his own wdth

them, gave an additional power to his influence

not easily estimated.

Under the date of Sixth month, 1831, he -uiites,

" I have been led deeply and instructively to con-

sider, not without many tears, whether I can say

that I feel able to resign myself fiilly into the

Lord's hands, to be and to do what he may

please : to love the Lord with aU my heart, and

with all my soul, and with all my strength, or

whether I am stUl disposed to keep back a part,

and to love earthly things better than heavenly."

In 1835, after an absence of some weeks, dur-

uig which he accompanied a Friend who was
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engaged iii religious service, lie writes, " I liavo

been permitted to be in some degi'ee a partaker

of the precious feeling of the unutterable love

and mercy of God, manifested towards fallen

man tln-ough Jesus Chiist our Lord. O the un-

speakable value of Redeeming Love ! We love

Him because He first loved us, and gave his only

begotten Son to die for our sins, and not for

ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.

The value of resignation to suffering, and to the

Divine disposal, has also been sweetly impressed

upon my mind. O that, now I am retui-ned

home to the usual occupations, and cares, and

temptations of life, the sense of late mercies,

and the clearness of recent views may not be lost,

but abide with me for ever."

Twelfth month, 19th. " It seems profitable

to renew the inquuy how the week has been

passed. Has the temper been held in uniform

subjection or not? Is self less an idol than for-

merly ? Is my Almighty Benefactor more in my
grateful and devout remembrance ? Am I more

redeemed from the widely pervading spirit of the

world? Often repeat these or similar queries,

and be bowed do^vn within me, O my soul."

Second month, 6th, 1836. " I woiJd fain hope

that the best things have of late daily had a share



ANNUAL MONITOR. 13

of my thouglits and desires, yet I must acknow-

ledge that the pressure of lawful objects, and

even of benevolent cares and claims, has fre-

quently felt lilie thick clay laid on the buddings

of a tender plant, boAving it dcmi to the earth,

and hindering or destroying its right tendency

upwards. O for more of a disposition on my
part to yield to the tendering visitations of Di-

vine love, to open wide the doors that the fire

may devour the cedars, to welcome the taking

away of that wliicli letteth the Lord's work.

Could we resign oui-selves fviUy into his hand, O
how safe should we be, and how much more free

from carefulness than is now too often the case.

He has not been, and wiU not be wanting on

his part. Surely he doeth all things weU, but

man, perverse and wajn-ard and conceited man,

will not be led in the safe path, in the green

pastures. Remember this, my soul ! be abased

before Him, and joyfully accept the multipUed

proofs of his fatherly regard."

In a letter to a friend in 1840, he writes

:

" Ah for our beloved Society as a body, and for

us as individuals, that we may not be attempting

to set ourselves in our own imaginations on a

hill above others, but content to occupy our own

humble, unimportant positions, if any such may
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be SO styled. Neither must we dwell too much

in the foggy valley of depression, nor suik too

low, but strive that the instructive prophecy may

be reaUzed in our own experience, " that every

valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and

hill be brought low"

Second month, 7th, 1841. " I sometimes fear

lest many reUgious persons injure the sacred

cause which they desire to serve, viewing it too

much and abstractedly as a mere frame, emotion,

or temper of the mind, and not as that which is

to be caiTied out into daily practice, and estimated

only in proportion as it is so. How many, alas !

are httle better than infidels in practice, who

nevertheless, profess and talk high ! What slug-

gishness and waste of tune and talents do we not

see ? How small the fruits, how unworthy the

conduct, and yet how great the talk, and how

high the profession ! What seeking of honour

to poor self, even in rehgious matters ! Those

who truly honour the Lord, most assuredly do

so by their Uves and conversation, more than by

mere words and forced emotions. O for more of

this practical, moral, self-renouncing, beneficent,

unpretending rehgion amongst us. How thank-

ful ought we to be for the gentle chastisements,

the fatherly rebukes, dealt out in mercy and in-

tended aU in love."
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The deep humility which these and many other

memoranda bespeak, was doubtless an important

qualification for usefulness, and a great means of

preparing him, with safety to himseK and advan-

tage to others, for the position which he occupied

in the Chxirch. The firmness of his Christian prin-

ciples, and the dehberate calmness of liis judg-

ment, combined vdth the gentleness of his spuit,

and the manner in wliich he was accustomed, after

having freely expressed his opinion, to leave the

conclusion to those nith whom he acted, had

given him an important standing among his

brethren, and secm-ed for him a large share of

then* love and esteem, as one whose character

as an upright and consistent Friend, was evi-

dently the result of sincere attachment to the

cause of Christ. He was for many years a dili-

gent attender of the Yearly Meeting, and was

several times appointed on committees for visit-

ing the Quarterly Meetings, and in the year 1845,

on a deputation to the Yearly Meeting of Indiana,

where a separation had taken place in connection

with the question of slavery. Of his appoint-

ment on this occasion he writes :

" ]\Iuch as I had felt on this subject, it was a

matter of much surprise to me to find myself

amongst those proposed for the service. I could
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not however feel that it woixld be right for me to

do otherwise than submit to the judgment of my
friends, irnder a strong sense of my own un-

worthiness, and with an earnest desire that if I

could do Httle or nothing for the truth, I might

be favoured with Divine preservation from doing

anything against it."

He thus describes liis feelings on the voyage :

" My mind has been sweetly filled in secret with

the incomes of peace, not only this evening, but

on many other occasions, in which self has in-

deed been of no reputation, and the desire has

prevailed that, come hfe or death, the Divine will

may be done. May I be so preserved, under the

influence of the Holy Spiiit, as to give none of-

fence either to Jew or Gentile, nor to the Church

of Christ, and at the same time, to act faithfully

in whatever may be required of me ; endeavour-

ing to uphold the hands of my beloved compan-

ions, encouraging that wlxich has the savour of

life in all, without respect of persons, as far as

my small ability may discern or extend."

In the retrospect of tliis journey, he writes,

" From Friends everywhere, I received great kind-

ness and sympathy, so that I did not and could

not regard them as strangers and foreigners, but

as brethren and sisters beloved, and esteemed
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members of the same family and household of

faith. Aud although I liad trials unknown to any

one here below besides mj^self, yet I had comfort

in the conviction of being siucerely desirous to be

found discharging my duty, and a sweet and un-

speakable peace was often my poiHon, which prov-

ed an abundant compensation. No pecuharity of

spiritual condition or of trial is hidden from the

Lord, nor beyond the fatherly, succouilng care of

his love and mercy : may I ever retain my alle-

giance to him, weak and faltermg though it often

be, and seek earnestly for his continual protection

and guidance.

" This intercourse between members of Lon-

don Yearly Meeting, and those of many of the

meetings on the American continent, was, I trust,

productive of good; we were brought near to each

other, aud closely imited in spiritual fellowship,

and amid diversities of circumstances and prac-

tice, had often to feel, that the faithful, hving

members compose one spiritual body, of which

Christ alone is the true and ever hving Head. O
that I may ever be found walking in a manner

worthy of the great mercies, which both in that

joiu'ney and elsewhere, have been so abimdantly

bestowed upon me, and daily watching to Uve

unto the Lord, and not unto the world."

c2
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The friendships formed with dear uud valued

friends on tlie American continent, and tlio in-

creased acquaintance with life under various as-

pects wliich tliis journey aflorded, were a source

of deep interest to liim during the remainder of

his life ; and the results of tliis labour of love,

have been cheeringly evident in succeeding years.

To one of his companions on this journey he

afterwards \\Tites, First month, 11 th, 1849, "Wo
Uve indeed in a world of change, and happy will

it be if our feet are favoured to stand throughout

firmlj- fixed on the Ilock of Ages. How httle

does it seem tliat our small church can afford

to lose any of its stakes
;
yet we are bound

submissively to acknowledge, that it is in the

hands of One who knows far better than we do.

O tliat we may aU be sufEcicntly wiUing to bo

made use of as stakes or cords at his pleasure."

Ninth month, 27th, 1849. " Everj' year shows

me more clearly that my time here cannot be

long : may I be a good steward of the httle re-

maining portion, and seek to have my accounts,

both temporal and spiritual, in readiness against

the great day. I feel sometimes to owe a httle

debt to the community, on the true natm-e of

Christ's kingdom, and am tiying to commit some

remarks upon it to paper, but the subject is a
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highly important one, and I feel unable to do it

justice. Perhaps my poor efforts, if faithfully

made, may lead to the taking up of the subject

by others who may be more capable of treating it

properly."

This subject engaged his close attention and

diligent research for some years, and resulted

in the pubhcation, in 1853, of his work on " State

Churches and the kingdom of Christ," which has

had an extensive cu'culation. His pen was also

often emploj-ed in endeavouring to promote the

dissemination of the views of his own Society.

After again alluding to the uncertainty of hfe,

he writes, Twelfth month, 31st, 1850. "May I

more and more look to Him who is the only Phy-

sician of value for tlie leprosy of sin, and Avithout

whose continual aid, it can never be oveixome

—

to Him who by one oflfering hath perfected for-

ever them tliat are sanctified. Kather than I

should hvc to bring reproach on his worthy name,

may the work be cut short in righteousness. The

command seems to be ' Watch always, lest die

enem}' surprise thee unawares : work while it is

daj', occupy faitlifully the measure of hght and

grace bestowed, be it more or less, ask not what

shall this or that man do, but follow thou me
hunibly and faitlifully.' If tliis be my concern,
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tlicu surely, whether hfe he longer or tsliurter, uU

shall be well, through Uie mercy of Ilim who

died tliat we might live."

In tlie Tenth month, IHfJl, Ids parental feel-

ings were clcscly and tenderly aflectcd, by tlio

decease of his beloved daughter, EUza Soutliall,

after an illness of only a few days, and within six

weeks after her marriage. Her naturally sweet

disposition, early sanctified by Divine grace, juid

tlie brightness of her intelligent mind, afforded

pccuUar gratification to her father's heart, and

^\ liilst (he trial was borne with Christian submis-

sion. Ids spirits scarcely regained their accustom-

ed tone. In reference to this, he writes, " Great

consolation has been mingled in the cup of suffer-

ing, so that we cannot sorrow without hope, but

have rather cause, on account of the precious

departed one, for thankfidness and praise. May

the visitation produce the end designed on each

of our minds, and lead us to a deep and more

abiding sense of tlie value of durable riches and

righteousness. If a parent may say it, she seem-

ed ripe for heaven, and the precious fruit was

early gathered home, no doubt in infinite wis-

dom."

For many years his voice had been occasionally

heard in our meetings for worship, and more
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frequently was it the case of late, when his com-

munications in ministry, and more especially his

oflferings in prayer, were characterized by deep

feeling and humihty.

Ninth month, 2Gth, 1855. " I have this day

been permitted to reach sixty-five years of age,

half-way between sixty and seventy. That I

shall arrive at the latter period is not very prob-

able, as I find my strength sensibly diminish. O
that I may seek steadily for that true -wisdom

which is profitable to dii-ect even in outward mat-

ters, and be sufiiciently humble to yield thank-

fully to the restraining, chastening hand of Him
who sees the end from the beginning, and best

knows what is good for us. May I in descending

the vale of years, cleave more closely and constant-

ly to the only true support and gi'ound of hope."

Twelftli month, 12th. " I have lately had a

painful attack of indisposition, but we have much

to be thankful for, as weU on account of general

health, as of many other blessings. May He
who has been with us thus far, be pleased to

preserve us in his merciful keeping to the end.

He alone can keep us fi-ora falling, and present

us faultless before the throne of his Father with

exceeding joy. May notliing in me be sxiffered

to frustrate his gracious design."
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The following is the last entry in his journal,

and is dated, Ninth month 26th, 1858. " To-day

I am permitted to complete my sixty-eighth year

;

but what shall I say ? My dear wife's illness

has seriously increased. O for myself, may

heavenly goodness be near to forgive and to sus-

tain, that I cast not away the shield of faith,

whatever trials may be suffered to attend, and

however great may be the besetments of the

enemy. O that he may, through the goodness

and mercy of the Lord, be prevented from tri-

umplaing over me."

The following months were closely occupied in

endeavouring to soothe the sufferings of his be-

loved wife, and Uttle was it then anticipated that

the time was so near at hand when he who so

assiduously and tenderly watched over her, would

himself be prostrated by disease, whilst she would

be strengthened to cheer au.d soothe him through

the long hours of weaiiness and pain.

He appeared nearly as well as usual, took liis

daily walks, and was stiU diHgent in the use of

his pen, tiU the 5th of Fu'st month, when he was

suddenly attacked with shivering and sickness,

and soon became seriously ill. The disease

proved to be erysipelas, and the rapid prosti'a-

tion of strength showed tliat it had taken deep
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hold, and induced him often to speak of tlio

uncertainty of the futiu-e ; and although at the

same tune there was occasionally some expecta-

tion and hope of recovery, these feehngs were not

pemiitted to harass liis mind. From the first

there appeared to be an entire sun-ender of him-

self into the Divine keeping, and he often said

that he felt no anxiety with respect to the event

of his illness, once remarldng in a letter wliich he

dictated that " he desired reverently to feel and

acknowledge that his tunes were in the Lord's

hand ;" and on another occasion, when the hope

was expressed that he felt the Everlasting Anns

underneath, he rephed, " I think I do."

It was very uistructive to obsei-ve the cheerful

acquiescence with wliich the activities of Ufe were

suddenly laid aside, and his natiu'al iudependence

of character exchanged, with Christian submis-

sion, for entire dependence on the miaistrations of

others. It was at first difficult to himself to rea-

lize the seriousness of his position, but it gradually

dawned upon him, after the arrival of some of his

relations from a distance, and the retiuTi of one

of his daughters from watcliing by the death-bed

of his beloved sister-in-law, Mary Wright. On
her entering the room he gave her a fond but

tearful welcome, spoke of the uncertainty of his
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being raised up again, and to tlie remark, " Thoii

art in safe hands," replied with sweet confidence,

" Yes, I know I am." He often spoke of himself

as a poor creature, several times quoting Anthony

Benezet's words :
" A poor creature, and through

Divine mercy permitted to know it ;" and express-

ed his earnest hope that he might not become

impatient, once gi-eeting a friend T\ith the words,

"Here I am in a -school, learning lessons of

patience and submission." Love and gratitude

were the prevailing feelings of his heart, and his

thanldul acknowledgment of their services was

quite toucliing to those whose delight it was to

wait upon him. One evening especially he

seemed to be overflo-\ving with thankfulness, and

began to repeat the stanza, " When all thy mer-

cies, O my God, my rising soul surveys."

On the 25th, he appeared rapidly sinking. On

the hope being expressed that he felt his Saviour

near him, he rephed, " I trust so ; but when I

look back upon my past life, I see many rebel-

lions from liim. I hope my friends will excuse

my saying much ; many sweet passages of Scrip-

ture are brought to my mind;" and after a pause he

added, "I hope Friends of this meeting and

county will be very watchful, and be preserved

from evil ; I think much of them." At another



ANNUAL MONITOR. 25

time he said, " I feel much about oiu* Society and

tliis Quarterly Meeting."

There was still the accustomed reluctance to

receive any testimony of gratitude, and his cliild-

ren's expression of deep obligation to him was

met by the response, " O dont say so ; I have

many defects to look back upon : nothing belongs

to me but blushing and confusion of face." His

many and varied talents were surrendered to

Him who had bestowed them, mth the heartfelt

acknowledgment that he had been an unprofitable

serv^ant, and that liis only trust was in " Divine

compassion and infinite love."

There were many fluctuations between hope

and fear during the next two weeks. The dear

sufferer frequently thought himself recovering,

and on Fifth-day, the 10th of Second month, the

report of his medical attendant was more cheer-

ing ; but it was only a gleam of hope, and that

day, Avhich brought the affecting tidings of the

decease of his brother-in-law, George Wright, was

marked by a fresh accession of disease, from

which there was no power to rally.

On First-day night he appeared more clearly

to realize the probable result of his illness, and

after hearing the doctor's opinion, he remarked,

" How short Ufe is ! how soon it is gone !" In

D
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allusion to his own feelings, he said, " I must not

be too satisfied ;" but assented to the remark that

he was not resting on any thing of his own.

Some conversation followed in reference to his

beloved wife and daughters, with a few precious

words of coimsel for those of the latter who were

present, and a tender message for the absent one.

Except at short intervals during the follo-^ving

day, there was httle further opportiuiity for men-

tal intercourse, and it was felt to be a solemn duty

not to disturb unnecessarily the quiet imshackling

of mortality. Towards night there was a time of

trying restlessness, but at last an easy position

was obtained, and he whispered, " Quite right."

Almost immediately the breathuig became shorter.

He was reminded of the rest which was just at

hand, and of the happy exchange that it would

be for him; he rephed distinctly, "I have no

doubt," and faintly added, " All meet agam." In

less than five minutes the last breath was quietly

drawn, and he peacefully slept in Jesus.

Jane Allen, 86 21 5 mo. 1859

Mulladry, RichhiU, Ireland.

Jane Armfield, 79 9 12 mo. 1858

Ghelmsford.

Susanna Abmitage, 39 25 4 mo. 1859

Nottingham. Wife of Samuel Fox Armitage.
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SusANxXAH AsiiBY, 84 31 12 ino. 1858

Staines. AVidow of William Ashby.

Henry John Ashby, 37 30 4 mo. 1S59

Staines. Son of Hemy Ashby.

Francis Askinstall, 56 16 11 mo. 1858

Birmingham.

William Atkinson, 87 7 10 mo. 1858

Danhy Dale, Yorlcs.

By tliose who knew him well, this dear friend

was regai-ded as a man of real worth—his lowH-

ness of mind and consistent walk in life, as an

humble follower of the Lamb, are remembered

by Ms relatives and friends to their comfort.

Deeply sensible of his own unworthiness, and

often humbled and tendered under it, he was

neveriheless, as the time of his departure drew

nigh, remarkably tilled Tvith heavenly consolation,

observing to a friend who called to see him that

there was " no cloud in the way," " nothing but

peace," " nothing but peace." Very gradual was

the decline of his physical powers, and although

in the 88th year- of his age, he was first con-

fined to bed only the day before he died. On
Fii-st-day the 10th of Tenth month, after a

solid meeting, attended by many of liis friends

and neighbours, his remains were interred in

Friends' burial ground, at Castleton. The solemn
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silence around the grave was broken by an allu-

sion to the blessedness of that experience, in

which the language may be adopted, " for we

know that if oiu- earthly house of tliis tabernacle

were dissolved, we have a building of God, a

house not made with hands, eternal in the

heavens."

John Church Backhouse, 47 10 11 mo. 1858

Blackwell, near Darlington.

To those who knew and loved this dear friend,

a few particulars of his last illness may prove

acceptable, though from liis very retiring disposi-

tion, some hesitation is felt in recording them

here. Naturally reserved, his mind unfolded but

to few, and his high intellectual standard and

refined taste, induced him to shrink, perhaps al-

most too much, from intercourse with liis feUow-

men. Deep sorrow after the loss of his wife,

(the only daughter of the late J. J. Gumey)

tended to increase his love of retirement, and it

was also evident how much the world had lost its

hold upon him. A continuance of delicate health,

for four years previous to his death, had stiU

more the effect of weaning him from earthly

thuigs, and to those ia near association, it was

striking, as well as consoling, to note the gradual

ripening of Ms spirit for a better world. From
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early boyhood bis conduct was actuated by liigb

principle, and as be grew up and bad to take bis

part in the business of life, uncompromising

integrity both of thought and action was a

marked featiu-e of his character. He was 'also

remarkably free from the baneful tendency of

animadverting upon the conduct of others, being

very rarely heard, either thoughtlessly or inten-

tionally, to say anything wliich could be constru-

ed to their disadvantage.

His decline was very gradual. Two -winters

spent abroad, and a spring at Torquay, seemed,

in degree, to be the means of arresting disease,

and it was not till the Tenth month of 1858, that

he was confined to the house, having, up to that

time, been able to devote a few hours each dav

to business.

A sudden attack of severe pain in the chest

confined bim to his room, which he was able to

leave but once, dming the remaining fortnight of

his Hfe. The acute suffering after a time yielded

to the remedies made use of, but left liim gi'eatly

prostrated. His patience and submission tlirough-

out the illness were very strilmig. A heavenly

feeling seemed to cover his sick bed, and words

were not needed to assure his nearest connections

where his hope was fixed. He said " he thought

d2
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that he could not bear tliis illixess as he did, il' ho

was not supported by better strength than liis

own." On the text being repeated, " Thou wilt

keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed

on Thee," and the inquiry made, if he did not

find it liis experience, he sweetly and earnestly

repUed, " I sometimes fear almost more than

I ought to do," implying that he felt himself

so unworthy. He did not at first take an

alarming view of his state, but as the serious

symptoms increased, he became aware that his

case was very precaiious. He remarked, " that

he thought if he fully realized his state, he could

scarcely feel so entii-ely at ease, and without anx-

iety as he did," but added, " he was sure that it

did not arise from indifference on the subject."

He utterly disclaimed any trust in himself, or

any hope but in his Saviour, and though lois lowly

views of himseK almost made him fear to appro-

priate the peace which was richly given, the evi-

dence was mercifully granted, that his soul was

anchored upon Christ. He seemed kept as under

the shadow of his Sa^dom•'s v\ing, and it was won-

derful to himself that so large a measure of

freedom fi'om anxiety should be given, both as

regai'ded the issue of liis illness, and his prospects

beyond. Even m reference to his precious boy
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he did not appear to have an anxious thought,

and after giving hun some directions and in-

structions, he seemed able to commit him to the

keeping of his Heavenly Father.

From tliis tune his bodily weakness increased

dady, tUl the morning of the 10th, when his

piu'ified spirit was gently released, and he was

permitted, as we reverently trust, to enter one of

the many mansions prepai'ed for those who love

the Lord.

Elizabeth Roberts Baker, 73 23 mo. 1859

Cork, Ireland. Wife of Richard Harris Baker.

Ford Barclay, 64 20 3 mo. 1859

WaUhamstow.

Mary Barrett, CO 10 11 mo. 1858

Croydon. Widow of Richard Barrett.

Elizabeth Barringer, 42 11 9 mo. 1859

Church Bramjiton, near Northampton. Wife

of John Barringer.

Elizabeth Barter, 84 13 6 mo. 1859

Alton, Hants. Widow of Joseph Barter.

Ann Bayes, 68 28 7 mo. 1859

Ketterbuj. Widow of Thomas Bayes.

Thomas Baylie, 85 2 12 mo. 1858

Stourbridge.

Thomas Beck, 63 « 4 mo. 1859

Dorking, Surrey.
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Slsanna Beck, An Elder. 72 4 9 mo. 1850

Dorking, ISurrey. Widow of Thomas Beck.

Dorothy Ann Beech, 713 4 mo. 1859

Chester. "Wife of James Bromley Beech.

1'lizabeth Bei.ch, 78 15 2 mo. 1859

Neath. Widow of William Belch.

Charlotte Bell, 40 22 3 mo. 1859

BaUydnre, Belfast. Daughter of Richard and

Anne Bell.

Hannah Bentley, 59 22 8 mo. 1859

llighjiatts, Yorks. Widow of George Bentley.

Chuistoi'her Bentham, 09 18 12 mo. 1858

Bersham, near Wrexham.

Sarah Betts, 8,T 5 3 mo. 1859

Islington, London. An Elder. Widow of

Benjamin Betts.

The life of this pious Christian bore instractive

testimony to the power of Divine grace, which

enabled her, through a long course of years, to

walk humbly vdili her God—often "faint, yet

pursuing." The thankfulness with which she

enjoyed the blessings, and the patient resignation

wth which she was prepared to endure the trials

of life, as well as her greenness even in old age,

are calculated to afford encouragement to those

whose path, hke her own, may be one of hidden

exercise, to renew theii- faith in Him whose
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promises ai'e sui-e, and who gave this aged pilgiini

to rejoice in the conviction, which formed the

subject of the last memorandum of her rehgious

experience, that " none who put then* trust in God

shall be overcome."

In her youthful days she was visited by tlie

powerfid influences of the Holy Spirit, and en-

abled humbly to dedicate herself to the sei-vice

of her Lord and Saviom*. She manied early in

life, and after a short union, was left a widow T^-ith

four young cliilch-en, whom she endeavoured

watchfully and prayerfully to train in the love

and fear of their Heavenly Father—in the path

which she herself had found the path of peace.

Her life was one of active usefulness in the

path of Christian duty ; not many memoranda

are left to shew what were the secret exercises

of her soul—but some of these may be reflected

upon with instruction. In reference to the in-

teresting subject of rehgious worship, and to our

eutii'c dependence ujwn God, she remarks :

"If for the ti-iid of our faith, He should see fit to

withhold Ids sensible presence in any way from us,

wliilst we maintaiu the watch, there is room for

encoui-agement in the following text: 'Because

thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also

will keep thee from the hour of temptation.'"
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Sixth month, 5th, 1813. Tottenham. " I think

I was enabled in a good degi-ee to maintain the

watch torday at meeting, and this encouraging

text often revived in my remembrance, ' ye are

they which have continued with me in my temp-

tations, and I appoint unto you a kingdom.' In

the meeting for busmess, I had to look a httle at

those whose foundation was upon the sand ; who,

when the winds of adversity and the floods of

affliction came, might resemble the house that

fell. I was favoured to feel pretty peaceful the

remainder of the day."

7th. " My mind has often of late been like the

troubled sea, yet this afternoon I feel a Httle

tendered, and how do I feel that I have no

strength but what I receive."

Ninth month, 8th. " Had much to be thank-

ful for this day at meeting, being favoui-ed to feel

the heart-tendering presence of a gracious God.

In the afternoon, though some endeavom-s were

used to get the mind stayed, I was not so favoured.

O be pleased to grant abUity to wait in faith and

patience Thy appointed time, in the full persua-

sion that ' tliey that wait upon the Lord shall

renew their strength.' At another time she

writes, " I had to contemplate in tliis morning's

meeting the kindness of my boimtiful Creator in
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my steppings along. How does this lead me at

times to moimi over myself that 1 have done so

little in retui-n." 1^29 1 B42
In 1831, she lost a heloved daughter after an

illness of two years, duiing wliich time she was

her constant and affectionate nurse. She long

felt this trial, mitigated as it was by the peaceful-

ness wliich marked the close.

In Fu'st month, 1853, she records her appoint-

ment by the Monthly INIeeting to the station of

Elder. Humbled imder the sense of her own

imfitness and unworthiness to fill so important

an office m the Chui'ch, she says :
" May I

earnestly seek for strength where alone it is to

be found. Every good and every perfect gift

comcth from Him." She gratefully alludes to

some encoiu'aguig remarks of Richard Barrett,

and to excellent counsel from Ann Jones, to those

who occupy this station amongst us.

In 1854, she makes the following memorandum :

" I have been pretty much confined for nearly

two weeks, by an accident, my ankle benig

severely hurt. Duriug much of this time a de-

gi-ee of serenity has been the covering of my
spirit. Had not the refreshing presence of the

Shepherd of Israel been at times vouchsafed,

even this time might have felt tedious. O may I
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be enabled to foci thankful for tlie many mercies

bestowed on one so unworthy, is, I trust, tlie

j)raycr of my heart to Iliui who in wisdom, 1 am
disposed to think, ordered tliis tiiul. Those lines

often presented, ' There is a secret in tlio ways of

God with his own diUdren, wliich none others

know, tliat sweetens all he does.'
"

Third montli, 20tli, 1H55, she notices the

liumbling feelinps under which she took a higher

scat at meeting than tluit she liad been accus-

tomed to occupy, but she adds, " so great was tlie

compassion of my Heavenly Father, tliat my
spirit was contrited before him, and I was

fiivourcd to feel the overshadowing of his pres-

ence to the refreslung of my soul. I desire long

to retain a gi-ateful sense of this umncritcd mercy.

O may I be strengthened by our holy lledcemer

to obey liis voice, wluch I have been so unwilling

to hear, or so willing to stifle in our rehgious

meetings, to my deep son-ow, omitting to express

what I thought was requii-ed of me. Not^\'ith-

standing this, so great was liis goodness during my
late illness that I felt his presence to be my sup-

port. I was unwilling to recover and return to

the conflict that might fall to my lot, trusting

that were I removed I might, through the aton-

ing sacrifice of my blessed Saviour, be admitted
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into one of the many majisions he went before to

prepare for us.

Fourth montli, 20th. " At home tliis morning

(in account of its bemg so stormy; I tliink it

is tlie first time that I have sulicred tiie weather

to prevent me from attendhig our own meeting.

Such was the condescension and compassion of

my Heavenly Father, that in my retirement 1

thought I fult the overshadowing of his wing to

the coutiiting ofmy spirit, under a sense of which

favour, and tlic abundance of liis spiritual and

temporal gifts, and of my deficiency in serving

him, the language of the poor pubHcan was

brought to my remembrance, ' God be merciful

to me a sinner.'" The foregoing memoranda

shew u UtUe the state of her mind ; always tak-

ing a verj- low estimate of herself, yet acknow-

ledging \\ith humble thanldiihicss the mercy of

Him whose presence givctli life, and whose wing

of love was often spread over her.

She was a warm friend to tlie poor and needy,

on whose behalf she fi-equentlj- exerted herself.

She occasionally imited ^\ith otliers in visiting

the prisons, and in reference to one -act of dedica-

tion of this kind she thus records her feeUngs

:

" My mind, during most of the last week, has

been favoiured \Aith a good degree of tranquillity,
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different to what had been tlic case for sonic time

l>recodiiig, it having been mnch with our poor,

unhappy fellow creatures at Newgate, pai'ticularly

with those who are unti-ied ; bo much so that I

thouglit it might be most conducive to my peace

to go and sit with the Friends who visit them,

and read to them. Though it felt a ti'ial to me,

yet, by seeking to Him who is strengtli in weak-

ness, I was enabled to accomphsh it, to my own

peace ; on which account a tribute of thankful-

ness has been raised in my heart to Him to whom
it is due. O may He condescend to incline me
more and more to serve Him who is a rich re-

warder, although unworthy to receive His many

benefits."

In Thu-d month, 1854, whilst on a visit to her

son-in-law, Dr. Kitching, of Enfield, S.B. had an

apoplectic seizure; but, tlurough a blessing on

the prompt means resorted to, she was restored

to her anxious famU}', and enabled to attend the

ensuing Yeaiiy Meeting. She continued active

and vigorous until the summer of 1858, when

she had an attack of a feverish nature, which

gradually undei-mined her strength. She often

gratefully spoke of her many mercies and the

abounding goodness of her gracious God, who,

as she fi-equently expressed it, " had, as it were,
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opened windows in heaven and ijoured her out

a blessing." She enjoyed tlie company of her

friends ; was a succourer of many ia body and

mind; oflfeiiug a word to the weary traveller,

sometimes " discouraged because of the way."

Her mind continued bright to the last. She kept

her bed only three days, and suffered but httle

Irom acute pain. .iMluding to the approacliing

solemn change, she said :
" I feel myseK an vm-

profitable sei-vant, but I look neither to the right

hand nor to the left, but straight forward, cling-

ing to my Saviour ; he -niU plead for me." On
her son saying, "I trust we shall all meet again,"

she rephed, " one famUy in heaven." She gave

much affectionate counsel to her gi-andchildren,

with cncom-agement always to love Jesus.

On the last morning there was an evident

change. After a time of conflict she was heard

to utter the sweet song of " Hallelujah, Halle-

lujah, HaUelujah ;" she then sank into a state of

unconsciousness, in which she remained some

hours, till, -^rith a heavenly smile on her counte-

nance, the spiiit was released. As a shock of corn

fully ripe, she was doubtless gathered into the

garner of her Lord,—full of days and full of

peace.

Prudence Biddlecombe, 62 17 mo. 1859

Street, Somerset. Widow of T. Biddlecombe.
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1-ICY BiGI.ANU, l> ;» 1110. IHO'J

liirkcnhead. near Licerponl. Dim^'lit.r <if

Hodgson and Jane Bigland.

Katharink Bioi.anp, .'< ir> :t nio. iHr.o

li'nlccnhcttd, near Liirrjioni Duughtcr ol'

Hodgson and Jane Bighuid.

Jamks BoADi.E, ii II ;{ mo. lHr,9

Birhenhead. Son of Williiuu B. and Mary
Boadle.

Hannah Bowden, ;(0 3 7 mo. IBo'J

Croydon. "Wife of Jiuncs Bowden.

In recording tlie decease of tliis beloved friend

nliowas the dangliterof John Finch and Hannah
Marsh.it is reverently believed it may be safely

added, tliat, through redeeming love and mercy, the

work was cut short in righteousness, having many
proofs tliat in time of health, she had long been

eai-ncstly concerned to " fight the good fight of

faith, and laj' hold on eternal life." Dming her

pilgrimage, tlie enemy was often permitted to

butict her very sorely, and she had to pass

through many deep and hidden confUcts of spirit;

under a sense of the need of a thorough change

of heart, and of her own utter inabihty to effect

it. she was* often fervently engaged to petition

lliat her sins might " go beforehand to judgment."

She experienced many " times of refresliing fi'om
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Die preseuce of the Lord," and was strengtheued

from time to time to " pray and not to faint," rea-

lizing the fulfihnent of the gracious promise.

" ask, and ye sliall receive ; seek, and ye shall

find ; Imock, and it shall be opened unto you."

And not only on her o\vn account, but also on

behalf of others, was she often favoured with

access to the mercy seat. She cheii.shed a gi-ate-

ful sense of the spiiitual and temporal blessings

received from Him of whom she loved to testify,

that " He holdeth om* soul in life." Her faitli

in the efficacy of Divine grace, and in the aton-

ing blood of her dear Redeemer, continued to be

licr sweet support ; so that when the short sum-

mons came, there appeared no conflict of mind,

but the consoUng evidence was granted to those

w ho surrounded her, that she was still preserved

in a calm abiding tiaist in Him whom she had

long loved, and humbly endeavoured to serve.

She emphatically sent her love to all her rela-

tions and friends, adding, " they know that I love

them ;" and several times unpressively bade fare-

well to aU present. She met the solemn messen-

ger with smiles of heavenly peace, for

The angel of the covenant

Whs come, and, faithful to His promise, stood

rropaied to walk with her, thro' death's dark vain.

K 2
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Joseph Bowman, 75 2 2 mo. 1859

Castle Donington. An Elder.

Elizabeth Box, York. 78 27 12 mo. 1858

Jarvis Brady, 67 16 12 mo. 1858

Bradford, Yorhsliire.

Ann Brady, 50 16 3 mo. 1859

Norton, near Stockton-on-Tees. "Wife of Alfred

Brady.

William Brady, York. 59 20 9 mo. 1859

Maria Bradley, 79 12 7 mo. 1859

Anstey Frith, near Leicester. Widow of Jolin

Bradley.

Hannah Bragg, 55 2 10 mo. 1858

Jersey. Wife of Henry Bragg.

Charles Wilson Bragg, 23 7 6 mo. 1859

Lintz Oreen, near Neiccastle-on-Tyne. Son

of Charles and Susan H. Bragg.

Amongst those evidences of the uncertainty of

life by which Divine wisdom calls on man to con-

sider his latter end, there is none more solemnly

impressive, or more powerfully awakening, than

when a companion in the enjoyment of youtli and

health, and fully engaged in the active pursuits

of life, is arrested by death \\-ithout a moment's

warning for preparation.

The first anxious thought is for the welfare of

the soul that is now in its eternal state—the next
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is often an inqniiy put to our own hearts,

whether we should have been found ready if the

summons had come to us.

In the death of tlie beloved young fiiend

whom this account commemorates, the lesson

will, it is hoped, be again taught to many %vith

fresh emphasis, " Watch therefore, for ye know

neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of

Man cometh," whilst to his bereaved parents a

consohug assurance has been mercifully granted,

that the change was to him an unspeakably

blessed one.

The event which terminated Charles Wilson

Bragg's earthly career occurred only a few days

after his return from attending the Yearly JNIeet-

ing in London.

On Tlm-d day, the 7th of Sixth month last, not

feehng quite well, he did not go to business as

usual, but remained at his home in the coimtry,

and spent the morning in cutting do\^Ti some

young trees in a copse near the Derwent. Whilst

heated, it is supposed, with the exercise, he bathed

in a part of the river, where the water was deep

and cold ; and, probably, the sudden transition of

temperature was too gi-eat a shock for the vital

j)owers.

Horn's of lovins; and anxious labour were
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bestowed, with tlie hope of restoring animation, in

which many of the neighbovu'S joined the mem-

bers and domestics of his family ; eviacmg, by

their active assistance and their tears, their aftec-

tionate sympathy.

As time wore on, however, the melancholy

truth became more and more clear, that God, who

had given the only son and the endeared brother,

had now taken that gift back to hhnself ; and,

with stricken hearts, the moui-ners bowed to the

mysterious dispensation.

In the absence of aU opportunity for conversa-

tion on the prospect of eternity, such as is often

afforded by the bed of sickness, it has been con-

soling to his parents to find among his papers the

record of years of self-examination, — of deep

conviction for sm,—of constant endeavour to

attain the conquest over evil, through the help

of the Holy Spirit, and of his fall behef in the

redemption pm-chased for him by Jesus Christ.

The following are a few extracts from many

memoranda wliich were commenced when he left

home for Queenwood College, Hampsliire, at the

age of 15, and seem generally to have been

penned on First-days.

Fii-st-day, Second month, 13th, 1853. " Just

come from our httle meeting. It has been a
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sweet aiid peaceful time, although cm- nimiber

was small. The text was forcibly brought to

my remembrance :
' where two or three ai'e

gathered together in my name there am I in the

midst of them.' A sentence of my dear cousin

Mary B.'s quoting, was very refresliing to my
mind, ' the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin.'

"

Thii-d month, 14th, 1855. " Earnestly do I

crave that I may be strengthened to govern and

quell the hateful passions that rise not unfre-

quently in my heart ; that I may be taught true

hiunility, and have, above all, a purer system of

charity, al^^'ays bearing in mind the Apostle

Paul's beautiful passage on this virtue."

Sixth month, 22nd. " My mind has been much

troubled and sorely tempted for many days, and

I feel that I have given way to the temptations ;

for I have been stubborn, hasty, neglecting my
duties to God and to man ; but I believe the

Great High Priest, ever ready to sanctify and to

oflfer atonement, which last he has already done

' once for aU,' will come to my assistance. O
Lord ! thou knowest, that although I often rebel,

I do desire that true humiUty, that contriting of

the spu-it which is acceptable in thy sight, and

that wasliing of regeneration, the certain pro-

ducer of a calm and heavenly fi-ame of mind."
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Fourth month, 18th, 1850. " The thought ofhow

I shall be able to get on in the world and prosper

in business, troubles me a good deal. I must bo

' not slothful in business,' this will be a help ; but

a fur greater aid \\ill be ' to bo fervent in spirit,

sen-ing the Lord.' In a broken and humbled

spirit I must have full faith iu the Lord—bcheve,

only believe—but may I ever bear in mind not

to lay up for myself ' treasures upon earth,' but

abiding, all sufficient treasures in heaven. O I

do earnestly desire to be the servant of God, and

not the hireling of mammon. ' Fret not thyself

because of liim that prospercth in his ways,

because of the man that briiigeth wicked devices

to pass.' ' Dehght tliyself in the Lord, and ho

shall give thee the dcsii-e of thme heart.' ' Trust

also in Ilim and He shall bring it to pass.' The

Lord has brought me out of the cloud in which,

for some days past, I have been hviug, and my
prayer is, that he •nill graciously cause his Divine

Uglit in my soul to increase more and more, unto

the perfect day.'

"

Fourth month, 25th. After giving portions of

a conversation with a young companion on a

varictv- of religious subjects, he adds :
" I believe

we had better abide by what is revealed to us in

the Bible, and by the teachings of the Holy Spiiit,
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than tiy, by the help of reason, to search out the

liidcleu mysteries of God. TiaiSt iu the Lord,

and He shall bring it to pass."

Fifth month, 28ih. " The twentieth year of

my life completes its circle to-day—tn'enty years

of sinning and falling short, long Txitliout re-

pentance—not mthout remorse—yet have good-

ness and mercy followed me all the days of my
life ; and I humbly ti-ust I have been pui-ged

from the filth I was once Ijlng in, by the blood of

Jesus. Yes ! Jesus led mo gently to his cross,

and on his power alone can I rest for safety.

But, O my soul, be not thou forgetful of thy weak,

waveiing disposition ! thou wilt have much up-

liill work to endm-e, ere thou canst view the pearl

gates of the golden city ; many wiU be the temp-

tations tliat will beset thy path, and many the

depressions that sin will bring before thee ; yet

it may be, thou wUt often have cause to mount

up on high ; shout with joy, and proclaim what

God tlie Lord hath done for thee. ' If any man
sin, wc have an advocate -witli the Father, Jesus

Christ the righteous.'
"

Eighth month, lith. " Vanity of vanities,

aU is vanity, should be my constant watchword.

! tliat I could say that I had followed ^nsdom

and imderstandiu" ! Remember that ' the fear
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of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.' De-

tennined, by the grace of God, to read the Pro-

verbs after finishing the Revelations. May I be

strengthened to do so dihgently, and may I be

profited thereby."

Fifth month, 27th, 1857. " To-morrow will be

my twenty-first bu'thday—one-third of my journey

tlu'ough hfe, according to himian calculation, will

be completed. According to the Divine will,—ah !

what? perhaps half, perhaps three-foui-ths ; nay

perhaps to-morrow I may see the last mUe-stone.

Am I so confident of a place ia heaven as my
eternal home, that I can go on my way rejoic-

ing ? ' Lord I beheve, help thou mine unbehef.'

Humbleme ; purify me ; and briag me day by day

to a more perfect sense of my own utter vUeness,

and of the all-atoning efficacy of the redemption

purchased for me by the death of Jesus. O
Lord ! grant me this prayer, and help me daily

to guard against temptation, even as thou hast

done in days past, O Lord, my Father, my Re-

deemer, and my Sanctifier."

The foUo-ning expression of his behef in the

efficacy of prayer, may be comforting to some

drooping young pilgrim. "It is wonderful how

small a prayer will effect a great deal, if oiily it

be an earnest one ; there need be no spoken, or
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even thought words ; a sigh, a groan of the dis-

tressed heart is often enough, and then what joy

there is in being able to conquer the tempter.

Not a self-exultant joy, but a chastened one ; one

that causes you to rejoice in the tmuni^h and

infinite love of Christ, and in the hox^e that in

another hour of temptation, the same grace will

be again given you."

Many of his letters penned during the last two

months of his life, make frequent reference to

death. In one alluding to the decease of a young

cousin, he urates :
" Is there not comfort in the

thought that the greatest period that can sepai'ate

those on earth from those in heaven, is but as a

short night, an lioiu- in the night, nay, but as the

time occupied in faUing asleep compared nith

the eternity they shall spend together ?
"

Agam, Foiu-th month, 17th, 1859, "The first deep

plimge of grief is, I trust, passing aAvay, and a

joy as from heaven spreading over the bleeding

hearts. O what a glorious thing it is to feel sure,

perfectly sure, that God sends all our trials in

love. What a beautiful picture of faith is—the

Christian seeldng to learn the lesson he knows

God designs to teach him, by sendmg deep afflic-

tion upon hun."

Still later, Fifth month, llth, in announcuig
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the death of an infant cousin, " Another lamb is

safe within the heavenly fold ; it is thus our

Heavenly Father draws his childi-en on earth

nearer to Him ; He would have the yearning

heart give Him its love ; He would that the de-

solate spirit would come and rest in liis bosom,

and there in trembhng faith cry, ' Father, thou

doest aU things well.' " And in allusion to a still

nearer trial of separation by death, he continues :

" I have often longed to teU thee, but have slirank

from intruding upon the sacredness of great grief,

how completely I beheve in the eternal mercy of

our God, and that by afflicting us he is but

' working for us a far more exceeding and eternal

weight of glory.' He has, in unsearchable wis-

dom, made it hard (you know hoiv hard) to our

physical natures to bear the trials he puts upon

us, but he has, in equally unsearchable love, told

us that whatever we ask for he will give us, if

only we ask in faith in his Son. Let us then

pray for faith to lyray for the Comforter, for

grace to strengthen us, and that we may continue

steadfast to the end ;
joyfully expecting, when our

turn comes, to join with those we have loved and

lost, in swelling the glorious anthem-shout of

praise and blessing to the Lord God and to the

Lamb."
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A few weeks before his death it was kno^ii to

his parents that his mind was passing through a

painful conflict respecting the state of oiu- rehgi-

oiis Society, and that he was much interested in

the considerations regarding the place oiu- pecu-

liarities ought to have with us. In the hope that

he might be assisted in coming to a right judg-

ment by a more extended acquaintance vnth the

views and practices of Friends, his proposition to

attend the Yearly Meeting was encouraged.

He -went to London on Fifth-day, 19th of

Fifth month, and was present at nearly all its

sittings. In A^niting to his mother after some of

the dehberations, he says :
" These discussions

manifest great life in the Society." In conversa-

tion he often alluded to the comfort wliich the

attendance of these meetmgs afforded him, and

he appeared to have enjoyed to recognize the

Christian love and condescension that were

evinced by those diffeiing in senthneut, and

he felt the solemnity which attends our profes-

sion of the meetings being held under the presi-

dency of Christ, who was given "to be Head over

all tilings to the Church." There is no doubt

that many of the sittings were to bim " tunes of

refresliing from the presence ofthe Lord," and that

the spiritual life he recognized in the Society was
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felt and noticed in himself. There -was evidently

a work of puiification going on in his soul, to fit

him, as was tlien hoped, more and more for his

Master's service on earth, but as is now believed,

to prepare liim, through tlae mediation of Christ

his Saviour, for " an inlieritance incorruptible

and undefiled and that fadetli not away."

On the evening of the First-day after the close

of the Yeai-ly Meeting, he attended the meeting

for worship at Tottenliam. " It was a season long

to be remembered by all present," ^\Tites a yoimg

cousin, who was ^^ith him :
" and dear Wilson

said he was veiy thankful that he had been per-

mitted to be present. "Whilst returning to the

cit}', he refen-ed fi-equently to the favoured times

that some of the sittings of the Yearly Meetiug

had been, and their effect in making liim love

and value our Society more than he had ever done

before. He also spoke of his desire to be more

watchful and prayerful, and that we might both

rightly fill the position designed for us, where-

ever, or whatever that might be. We naturally

enough reverted to the many solemn and sudden

deaths that had taken place within our notice, of

late, when he spoke of his own preference for a

sudden death, if it were in accordance with tlie

Divine will,—that he could not tell how he could



ANNUAL MONITOR. bo

bear parting with his parents and those he most

loved. Rememberuig how we both felt that sol-

emn but happy evemng (the last that we spent to-

gether) , I now can but recognize that the event Avas

casting its shadow over us, or may be I should

say casting its Ui/ht over us, for there icas no sha-

dow." Tliis is one of many testinaonies to the belief

that, sudden as the summons was, it found our dear

young friend ready ; that thoughts of death were

not strange to him, and that the i^reparing hand

of God had been laid on him, to make him

meet for that kingdom " where nothing that is

impure or unholy can ever enter." He retiu-ned

home on Seventh-day night, the -ith of Sixth

month. He met his beloved parents with more

than usual tenderness of love, and diuiug the

short period that remained to liim on eai'th, there

was much tliat indicated a ripeness for the

change.

On the evemng before the afflictive event, he

spoke to his mother \vith much feeling of the

impressions made by the Yearly Meeting, and

alluded to the solemn and beautiful words of

praise with which it closed :
" Now to Him that

is able to keep us from falling, and to present us

faultless before the presence of His glory -nith

exceeding joy, to the only -vA-ise God oiu- Saviour

f2
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be gloiy, and majesty, dominion, and power, both

now and for ever. Amen."

The follo'tting moniing the measure of his days

was fulfilled—liis ovni wish for a sudden removal

was gi-anted him, and, having early sought the

Lord, and partaken of liis mercy in Clmst Jesus,

it is reverently beheved that he was foimd pre-

pared to be " presented faultless before the pres-

ence of His gloiy with exceediug joy."

Edward Brantingham, 22 31 1 mo. 1850

Joseph Brantingham, 25 15 4 mo. 1859

Aberdeen. Sons of George and Ehzabeth Bran-

tmgham.

George Brantingham, 69 16 7 mo. 1859

Aberdeen.

In the Annual Monitor for 1858, a short ac-

count was given of the peaceful close of Anthony

Wigham Brantingham, of Aberdeen; and the

last three names record the decease of two of his

brothers and the father of the family. These

were removed one after another, in less than six

months, each in liis turn giving evidence of a

" good hope through grace" beyond the grave. A
single death is a solemn event, but it is not easy

to realize at once all that is involved in a quick

succession of such events in the family cu-cle.

Reflecting upon scenes of tliis kind, mth reference
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both to the hvmg aucl the dying, is well cal-

culated to deepen our conviction of the precious-

ness of Christ, " iu whom we have redemption

through his blood, the forgiveness of sius, accord-

ing to the riches of liis gi-ace ;" [and to encoiu-age

a willing submission to the work of " the Spirit

M'ho quickens" and draws the soul to Him in the

obedience of faith. The friend who furnishes

the following particulars, expresses a hope that

" some httle account of a beloved father and two

dear brothers, may be interesting and instructive

to the readers of the Annual Monitor."

Edward, the younger brother, was suddenly

seized with hemorrhage from the lungs, on the

18th of Sixth month, 1858. He soon became

aware of his critical situation, and for a

time appeared much tried ; but though he gave

little expression to his feehngs, the consoling

evidence was soon afforded that he had been

enabled, m faith and child-like dependance, to

cast all his burden on the Lord; ia the full

persuasion that aU was mercifully ordered for

him by his Heavenly Father not a mui-mur es-

caped his lips, but he was preserved m patient

resignation, tlu-ough a long period of weakness,

during wliich he was seldom able to leave his

bed. He spoke several tunes of the favoiu- which
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he considered it to have had this lengthened inilis-

position granted him.

Once, when very ill, and when his continuance

appeared doubtful, he said, " I beUevc, whenever

1 am taken away, all will be well, which is a

great mercy ; I feel very unworthy." On allusion

being made to the experience of the Psalmist,

" My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the

strength of my heart, and my portion for ever
;"

he responded, "All ! that passage has often been

on my mind." On another occasion, he mention-

ed to a friend who visited him, that he had felt

much tried by doubts and fears, when these

words, " Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel,

and afterwai-ds receive me to gloiy," were so

sweetly brought to his remembrance, that he was

enabled afresh to feel that he was under the pro-

tecting care of the Good Shepherd. At another

time he said, " When I am most low in body, I

often feel the Saviour nearest to me."

He was fi-equently comforted by having pas-

sages of Scripture brought to liis remembrance,

and sometimes desii-ed that a few verses might be

read, generall}- from the New Testament. Once,

after hsteniug to John xx, 11-18, he expressed

how much comfort he had received in hearing it,

remarking that even whilst Mary was mourning
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the absence of lier Lord, he was stantUiig by,

watching her, although she did not at the tinio

recognize that it was He.

On liis mother repeating to him the words,

" Eye hath not seen, nor eai- heard, neither have

entered into the heart of man, the tilings which

God hath prepai-ed for them that love liim;" he

rephed, "I do love him, but I am sometimes

afraid not so much as I should."

His physical sufferings were great dm-ing the

latter part of liis illness, but he was enabled to

bear them patiently; and to a remark on the

favours which had been extended to Ixim, he re-

plied, "Yes, more than I could ask or think."

Precious, indeed, w^ere the overshadowings of

Divine love on the spirit of tliis dear youth, so

that it was felt a privilege at seasons to stand

beside liis bed and enter into feehng with liim.

On the 2.")th of Twelfth month he obsen-ed

:

" I was much comforted by a passage that came

into my mind this morning :
' For I am now

ready to be oflered, and the time of my departure

is at hand, &c. ;' I cannot apply the whole of it to

myself," but he added that " he could lay hold

of tliat about the crown of righteousness." On
reference being made to the comfort which he

had appeai'ed to enjoy for several days, he said,

" I have sometimes been very luq)py."
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His breatliing now became short, and his

strength was evidently faiUng. After a time of

conflict he was told that his sufferings would soon

be over, when ho exclaimed, " and then joy."

He suiipUcated that his gracious Saviour would

be pleased to say, " it is enough," and then, ap-

pearing afraid that he was impatient, ho queried

if it were right to put up such a petition. On

the day of his decease, finding he could not

swallow, he said :
" No more food for me in this

world, I must wait for the ' marriage supper of

the Lamb,' if I am favoured to get there."

A sweet quiet succeeded the restlessness of

sufTering, when tlic spuit gently took its flight,

it is humbly trusted, through redeeming love, to

everlasting bliss.

The illness of Joseph, the elder brother, also

began with hemoiThage, about three weeks pre-

vious to that of his brother Edward. After many

variations, he recniited so far as to be able to go

about a httle, and hopes were entertained of his

ultimate recovery : in the commencement of the

present year, however, decided symptoms of con-

siunption appeared. In liis childliood, he mani-

fested a tender spu-it, and a great desire to be

with Friends ; but he was aft«i-wards subjected

to much temptation, from some of his youthful
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associates. For some time before his illness, it

was e\'ident to those who observed him closely,

tliat he was becoming increasingly thoughtful,

and this was much more obvious aften\-ards, yet

he was backward in making allusion to his feel-

ings. As his strength decUned very rapidly, his

mother, under much sohcitude, asked liim what

were liis prospects : he replied, that he had no ex-

pectation of recover}', and had not had for a long

time. After a pause, he said, " If I could only get

to a state of true resignation, but that I cannot say

I have ari'ived at ;—I would hke to rally a httle."

Some da3's afterwards, when in extreme suffer-

ing, he intimated that he felt peaceful, but not a

full assurance, adding, " I long thought my peace-

ful fecUngs were a delusion, but I liud they hold

out." It was remai-kcd, that the preserving Hand

had been spread over hiju, when he was exposed

to great temptation ;
" Yes," he answered, " but

my views are gi'eatly changed since then ; many

changes have taken place in my heart witliin the

la.st j'eai* or two."

On another occasion, when imder much depres-

sion, he said, he feai-ed tliat tliere was little or no

hope, that he could feel no e%idence of accept-

ance. He then alluded to the great Sacrifice for

sin, saying, " I cannot but tliink the price has
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Iiecn paid;" but he was afraid he had resisted

the purifj-ing operations of the Spirit of Christ in

his heart; soon aften^-ards adding, "Yet I believe

1 shall not be cast off—I am a poor, imwortliy

creature." At another time he exclaimed, with

an earnest expression of countenance, " I shall

not be forsaken— no !"

He had possessed a great taste, and more than

ordinaiy talent, for drawing, especially in sketches

of a satii-ical or ludicrous character; but, in tliis

season of close searching of heart, it became a

source of serious uneasiness to liim. Neither the

talent for caricature, nor the retrospect of the time

and attention employed in its indulgence, could

yield peace to a mind tnily awakened to a sense

of its highest interests for tune and eternity ; not

that all the productions of his pencil were of tliis

nature, but he considered that the relative value

of tliis art, however innocent in itself, was

not sufficiently great to warrant its having occu-

pied much of his limited leisui-e. He felt that it

liad been a means of leading his mind fi-om the

pursuit of better tilings. "My fondness for it,"

lie said, " has been a great disadvantage to me.

"

One evening, feeling very ill, he inquii-ed,

" shall I see to-morrow?" Doubt was expressed,

with a hope, that whichever way it might be, it
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would be a bright to-morrow. He replied, " Dis-

couragements prevail ;" intimating, that though

he had felt his Saviour near " many a tune," it

was " never less so than at present." And after-

wards, " The sufferings of the body sei-ve to make

me moi'e and more resigned." It was said, " Then

they are blessings to thee ;" " Yes," he answered,

" and I woidd suffer more, if they were only bene-

ficial—I need the prayers of all."

Thus conllicts of spiiit, from a sense of his

own unworthiness and Ids gi-eat need of a Savi-

oiu-'s pardoimig love, were mingled with seasons

of hope and peace. He could say, " INIj^ spuitual

state is hke my body—very fluctuatuig. Some-

times I feel as if I could sing praises, and at

others, I feel depressed." But, through tlie ten-

der mercy of God in Christ Jesus, the time

came, when the state of fluctuation was followed

by a hope " both sure and steadfast"—an anchor

to the soul, even " enteiing into that witliin the

veU." The sufferer was heard to say at intervals,

when his breathing was greatly aftccted, " The

spring is approacliing ;" " I wish I could sing

praises to God vocally : I am happy now, happy,

happy; peace, peace, peace,—yes, praises!" He
appeared anxious to speak, and when asked if he

would have his Ups moistened, he said, " I wish
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to have my lips opeued." The same afternoon

he was enabled to adilress those around him in

a very impressive manner, convening very appro-

priate ad\dce, which seemed to reUevo liis mind.

He attempted several times to repeat the passage,

" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have

entered into the heart of man, &c. ;" once adding,

" I can have no idea !" Spealdng of recognizing

in a future state those dear to us, he suddenly

exclaimed, " It is no matter, we Imow that Jesus

Christ is there, and perfect happiness." He said,

he had often reflected on the agony endured by

the dear Redeemer, when sutTering for the sins of

the whole world. He expressed liis gratitude for

the kindness wliich had been bestowed upon liim,

and for liis fi-eedom from eartlily cares, saymg,

" I have verj- httle of worldly matters to occupy

my mind—not even a business to leave ; I am

greatly privileged." Love to all was the abound-

ing feeling of his heart ; and on the evening be-

fore he died, he said earnestly, " I love every-

body, and I wish to betoken it."

Towards the close, when the power of utterance

was nearly gone, he endeavoured several times to

convey an idea of liis very peaceful feelings, and

once feebly repeated the passage, " They shall

hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; neither

shall the sun light on them, nor any heat."
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One more intimation was given that all was

peaceful, and he passed quietly away.

Geokge BiiANTiNGHAM, the father, had been

an invahd for the last few years, and confined

to the house by rheumatism and nem-algia.

Diuing his last illness he passed through veiy

deep mental conflict, and was ready to think

himself bcj-oud the reach of mercy. When
almost overwhelmed ^ith despair, the WTCstl-

ings of his spuit broke forth in suppUcation,

that the Lord would be pleased to save a poor,

sinful creatm-e, even in the last hour. " A
poor, dark creature," he was heard to say at

another time, after havuig appeared deeply ab-

sorbed m thought. On another occasion, he

prayed, " Lord ! be pleased in thy mercy to

grant mo some evidence that tliou hast forgiven

me." As he was thus concerned to seek pardon for

liis sins of omission and commission, through the

abundant mercy of God m Christ Jesus, it was

iush-uctivc to obsci*ve the softening and contritiug

cflect produced on liis feelings. Love prevailed

to all. Ho saw lumsclf as a vessel marred on the

wheel, through luifaith fulness to the long-con-

Ihiued visitations and requirhigs of Divine love.

He was led, as it were, to ti-ace, step by step, the

way in which the enemy of Ids soul's happiness
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had prevailed over him ; whilst, as he drew nearer

to his close, he was enabled in humihty to rejoice

that the gloom, wliich had so long ovei-shadowed

his sijirit, was disi^elled by the beams of the Sun
of Righteousness

!

About four days before his decease, after some

allusion had been made to his feelings, he burst

into tears, and repUed, " O ! it is wonderful ; such

a wretch as I have been !—worthless, worse than

worthless—a rebellious creature ! And yet, there

is mercy sufiicient to cover all !" intimating, at

the same tune, the peacefulness with wliich he

was then favoiu'ed. Two evenings afterwards, he

was much tried, feeling himself such a poor crea-

ture ; he was reminded, that it was not for the

" whole" the Redeemer came ;
" No," he softly an-

swered, " it was for the sick : I must try to

struggle on." At another time, he said, " None
can teU how very bitter my conflicts have been

;

I have brought much trial on myself, tlirough

disobedience ; but now, through marvellous good-

ness, I can speak of mercy." " I have a hope

that my sins and my iniquities, wliich are many,

will be forgiven ; but no merit of mine,—to me
belong only blushing and confusion of face."

A day before the close, he asked if it was

thought he could continue long, and said he had
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not yet had the full evidence of acceptance that

he desired. On that afternoon, he suddenly broke

forth, " O, the glorious city ! the great city !" He
wished he could proclaim to every creatui-e, even

in the streets, the mercy of the Redeemer, in the

forgiveness of his sins. He continued at inter-

vals, " O, the glorious city ! Is it possible—can

it be, that / should be permitted to enter that

glorious city." " O if I had the tongue of an

angel, I would sound from one end of heaven to

the other, what the Lord has done for my soul."

" He has forgiven me my sins, and showed me
the marvellous city !" Some reference was made

to his trials, " Yes," he rephed, " with my poor,

darkened heart ; but now, I can sing of the glor-

ious hberty of the cliildi'en of God." And some

time after, " Lord, now lettest thou thy servant

depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy

salvation."

On the foUowiug monmig, being in great suf-

fering, he was told that his time here would not

be long, and it was a comfort he had such a

bright prospect; he replied, "I have no new
prospect ; but only the old one confirmed." Soon

afterwards, he added, "I cast myself on the

mercy of God iu Christ Jesus," Not many miu-

utes before the end, he said, " He has man^-ways

g2
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of supportiiif,' tlie soul, niul lie hfus suppoiicd it."

On a bfliff hciiiR expressed Unit tliis would be

continued to the la.st, lie rejoined, ' I have not a

doulit of it
!" luid in a short tiuic after, quietly

departed.

(iKoitoi: rJuinr.KTT, 77 1 2 mo. lHr)9

/''« riuirt', lh-rhy»h ire.

CHAni.KS IJniGMTWKN, 11 HI 1 1 lUO. 1H58

Xewcagtle-on-Tyne.

Hannah BrocKiJANK, ^i W '^ mo. IH.')^

W'hitehneu. \Vifc of Thomas IJrockbank.

Ann IJuosTKU. w;» ;)n 7 mo. IH.^i)

Ji'iinnir, near Mm-desjield. \Vido\v of Joseph

I3rost«r.

Ai.FUEU Browett, I 1:< 1 mo. lf<.')0

Stoke Neniuijton. Son of Joseph Scott and

Caroline Browett.

KonERT Jkkkeiiys BnowN, Or) .'{ 3 mo. 18.^9

Cirencester.

John Cutting Browne, 70 24 5 mo. 18r)9

Lnndrahe, Comirall.

Wii.i.iAM Henry Burtt, 90 ]« 2 mo. ISoO

WeUiiir/ore, Lincolnshire. Son of AVilliam and

Mary Burtt.

Joseph Bcrtt, 43 17 b mo. 1850

Ilill House, ncir Stnindroji.

John Burtt, 71 5 7 mo. 1859

Stockjiort.
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Very diU'erently as wc arc dealt with in regard

to our moral and religious training and discipline,

under tlie providence and grace of God, and in

tlic school of Christ, the varied experiences of

men often suggest matter for profitable rollection.

and self-examination ; and it will doubtless be iu-

terestijig to many Friends to become ac^piainled

with a few pailiculars respcctiiig the subject of

this brief notice, which aie gathered cliielly from

liis own memoranda.

On reviewing the experience of liis early Ufe,

John Burtt remarks, " In my sixtli or sovcntli

year, I richly partook of my Heavenly Fathers

love, although unable fully to comiireheud the

source of the sweet iniluenccs Uien vouchsafed.

Though obscured by subsequent uiifjiilhfuhiess,

I l)eUevc these feeluigs have never been wholly

t:ilcen from me. When removed from home for

uiy education, the loving kiiulness of tlie Ileaveidy

Shepherd was numy times felt to create desires

after a right state of mind ; but notwitlistunding

these, and the solicitude of beloved parents, add-

ed to tlie watchful caro of my judicious school-

master, J. Tatham, of Leeds, I often wont far

astray ; and, while at school, I eutertaiued so low

an estimate of the scnipulous habits uf con.si.>;(eut

mcmbei-s of our Society, that I determined, ua
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8oon OS I should obtaiu the means, ou adapting n

course which, if iudidgcd in, would have been

exceedingly hurtful ; but when about fifteen years

of age, just as I tliouglit my enlargement nearly

at hand, in the midst of a wide circle of acquain-

tance, with the pre<lominance of high sjjirits, and

while longing for a hfe of gaiety, I found in 8ea-

8ons of (juietude a still small voice calling me to

serious reflection, and so distinctly warning me

against the contemplated indulgence, witliout

duly examining its nature, that I believed it to

be my duty to make diUgent search into tlie rea-

sons wliich Friends advance for their pecidiari-

lies. Tills led me to such an acrpiamtance with

tlie Holy Scriptures, Barclay's Apolog}-, Scwell's

lliston;-, and Penn's No Cross No Crown, as,

with the assistance of that inspeaking word al-

ready alluded to, fully enlightened my under-

standing on mtuiy important points, and convinced

me that our Society was not following cimningly

devised fables, as I had vainly imagined. Clos-

ing in with what appeared to be required, my
hitherto supeiiicial views were in a good degree

laid aside, and I was enabled to pray that my
Heavenly Father woidd assist me to obey his

righteous will."

"I am often rcfi-eshcd in the remembrance of
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the gracious displays of Divine love, which were

so largely gi-auted me in my eai'ly years, when

the lamp of the Lord shone round about me, and

I was alliued as it were into the wilderness.

O tlie heart-tendering opportunities I enjoyed in

those days ! how precious, how consoling and en-

couraging were tliey to my spirit, in my httlc

chamber, in my wallis in sequestered lanes, and

on the highways ! Almost every place then

visited still bears wlness of the lovuig-kindncss

of my God."

Tliough thus enabled to look biirk willi thank-

fulness to the days of early visitation, his onward

course in eudeavoimng to ' follow Cluist," does

not appear to have been an luifaltering one ; but,

for wajit of keeping near to his Savioiu-, in that

state of humble watclifuliiess unto prayer hi which

the believer is enabled to " render unto the Lord

the gloiy due unto his name ;" he made "frequent

work for repentance ;" and " though generally

respected by his acquaintance," he was "seriously

retarded in his jouniey Zion ward." On account

of tlus he was brought uito deep mourning, but,

whilst lixmcnting " liis unprolitable cai-eer," and

speakhig of hunself as " a pai-doned smner,—

a

brand plucked from tlie bimiing," he could thank-

fidly exclaim, " Beyond my power to express has



<U ANNtAI- MoNlTOn.

the mercy of my Hcavfuly Father been exteuded

U» me ; he has uut been wauUug in any good Uiuig.

If alter my wcarj' travel I may at last enter tlie

liaven of eternal rest, it will be alto^'etlier imdc-

served—a free gift for Christ's sake,—even for

tlio BJiko of tlic Lamb of God slaiii from the

fouudiitiou of the wurld."

IkouiTing in after days to tlio Lord's goodness,

ho says, " lie, the author of all my mercies, for

his beloved Sou's sake, is with me still. Very

.sweet is his love to my soul, even to one who has

done so Uttle, s<.» very little, for his glory. He
cidar^es my heart in ahnost continual Uiauks-

givu)g and praise, llow can I sulliciently thank

him for his goodness and mercy, wliich have

followed me all the daj-s of my life."

In the year l^Vd, John Biutt hatl a vciT severe

attack of asiatic cholera, and in a memorandum

dat<?d on the last of that eventful year, he says

in reference to it, " When evciy hour was expected

to be my last, I had sweet peace, for the Lord

maile my bed in my sickness, and in his favour

my spiiit did rejoice, so that I felt somewhat of

grief when pronounced out of danger. What

then shall I render unto the Lord for all his

benefits ? May I be able to take the cup of sal-

vation, whatsoever that cup may contain, and call
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upon the uaine of the Lord, who has becu vitli

lue iu the day of trouble, aud w ho, through many

tribulations, has thus far brought mc on my way,

I reverently hope, towards that city whose walL?

are salvation, aud whose gates are praise."

In 1 sr> 1 , the decease of his beloved «ife deeply

affected Inni ; but bowing in humble resignation

to the Divine will, he remarks :
" ^Vhilc suiTering

under tliis irreparable loss, I have seen so much
of heavenly wisdom and mercy mingled tliere-

with, as to constrain me to say, ^-ith reference to

the Lord's goodness and my beloved wife's ex-

emplary conduct. Thou, O righteous Father, hast

indeed done all things well, just and true are all

thy ways ; who would not fear, lovo, and rever-

ence thy great Name."

Fiftli month, 1 .'Uh. " The remains of my dear-

est treasure have now been two days in tlic silent

grave. I awoko tliis morning to indulge tlie

tenderost recollections of her, and verj' keenly

felt my loss, an I tliink I must continue to do

during the remainder of my pilgrimage in this

world. But at tlic moment of wliich I am writ-

iug, as almost ever since my endeared companion

breathed her lost, I am favoured to feel m}' own
will taken awny, and in sweet resignation to bow
to the will of Ilim who had given and who had



(-! AN MAI. MOMTOU.

ail lutire ri^'lit. at His pcxul pleiisure, to resume

tlif j^nA whicli ft>r iicoi-ly forty years Ho had

lK>stowcil."

Twelfth iiK^ntli, \<t\. •How groat dtios tlic

vahie of iininurtiU kouL npiwar to mo, ojid liow

do I s4)nKtiinos long U> call many poor fellow

travellers fn»iu tlic love of the world, to the love

of tlic Tatlicr. and his dear Son, who made atone-

ment for all tlioso wlio are willing to accept the

uflered mercy. My day tvill prohaMy be short

;

tljo evening ha« arrivc<l ; and I know that the

season for lul>our w ill soon be at on end ; my im-

pression Uiereforo i£, tliat I must endeavour,

througli Divine a-ssLstmicc. alwaj's to have my
annoiir on, and not tunj aside ; for the opportu-

nities for glorifying my Heavenly Fatlier in liis

cliurch militant will bhorlly close for ever."

For tlie greater part of Ids lif«'. our dear friend

had been pcnnitted to enjoy good health and

vigour of coiisLitution, but for several years he

had been aware Uxat he was Uie subject of diseai>e

of the heart ; and about eight months before his

decease, he was almost entirely coutined to thi-

house by additional com[-laiuts. Tlus afllietion

ho was enabled to bear witli Christian patience

and resignation, and during his long illness lie

expressed much at various times, proving that ids
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hopes were centred entirely on his Sft\-iour. He
fivfjucutly said, he louf,'cd for nothing so much

as to bo helped to love him viore and iiu>rt', and

to feel liLs holy presence. " I desire resignation,

jiirftvt nsi'jnation, and when this is the prevail-

ing attendant f)f my mind, I delight in it and

love Uj clieri-sh it." lie earnestly desired that Ids

ilhiesa might be for tlie glory of God, and that he

might ho enabled to say. "Thy will be done in

all things.

'

At one tunc, in allusion to a visit paid him by

a Friend of his own meeting, who wius led in a

remarkable manner to utter just such language as

lie felt he needed, he said tliat it appeared to be

in answer to long and earnest prayer, for the

enemy had been permitted for a season sorely to

bulfet him; a«lding that he had again enjoyed what

he so much longed for, it was worth all tl»e ejcercise

h<- hiul iiiixst'd throtDjh ; he had had a sweet sens©

of his Saviour's love, even lui evidence that his

sins were forgiven him ; and during the after-

noon, ho said, "Oil desire to bo thankful, truly

thankful ; my prayers have been answered to

day." " IJlesa tlie Lord, O my soul, and all that

is within me, bless his holy name."

Incrca.scd weakness had been noticed a few

days before, ami on the day preceding Ids decease.
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lie expressed a wish to bo entirely quiet ; taking

an olToctionato farewell of tliosc around liim,

he said. " Now leave me iu the hands of the

Alniij^'ht}' ;" and late in the evening he was heard

repeating, " Call upon the Lord in the day of

trouble, he will help thee and ho will deliver

tljee." On tho following morning a change waa

observed ; he appeared perfectly sensible, closed

Ivis eyes, and in a few moments after sanlc to rest,

as we humbly beUeve, in the arms of that Saviour

whom he had so often said he longed increasingly

to love.

Mahtha Bl'sseli., fti l.'i 7 mo. l^.^D

Firistol.

Chari.es Card, i.'0 27 7 rao. If^Jjl)

ManchetUr. Son of Nathaniel and Hannah

Card, died at Shanghai, on board the ship

Radnofjore, and was interred at the cemetery

in the EngUsh settlement at Shanghai.

Jane Carr, 40 8 4 mo. 1859

CarJigU. Daughter of Jonathan and Jane Carr.

John Cuissum, 04 2^ 4 mo. 1859

Northnmpton.

Mary Christmas, C4 8 4 mo. 1859

Earith.

Frederick William 07 7 12 mo. 1858

CiAREsrE, Chehen, London.
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Mary Clark, 70 1 1 mu. InbO

Mount Radford, near Exeter.

Henbietta Elizabeth 29 'ZQ 11 mo. 18.>8

Clotuieii, Street, Somerset. Daughter of

Arthur and Keturah Clothier.

Mary Coatks, 82 18 C mo. IbOa

AirtoH, Yorkshire. Widow of George Coates.

Hesteb Colcock, 40 12 10 mo. 185a

Tottenham. Daughter of Robert Colcock.

Maroaukt Combes, h2 30 8 mo. 185U

Xewca-stle-on-Tyne.

Ei.izabetu Co.mi'ton, C'^ 3 7 mo. IbOO

'Tottenham. "Widow of Samuel Cumpton.

Sarah Cooke, 7!» 1 11 mo. 1858

West Derby, near Liverpool. Wife of Isaac

Cooko.

Elizabeth Cooper, 60 22 2 mo. H.j'J

Pontefract. A Minister.

Sarah Courtenay. 72 22 10 mo. l-i'j^

Waterford, Ireland.

Frederick Cranstone, 17 9 G mo. 1809

Bristol. Son of Joseph and Maria Cranstone.

.Tkkfbey Cranswick, York. 70 5 3 mo. 1859

Henry Crofts, 04 10 9 mo. 1859

Mansfield.

Francis Ccdwortii, 8 25 11 mo. 1858

DarUnjton Son of Wm. and Mary Cudworth.
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ASNK CCI.LIMOKK, 0.'» '> 'o IllO. IH&II

lJt(f',ijl, Ireland.

UoiiKUT Dack, Duhlin. ><\ h -z mo. lH(i«

Mauy DAniJYHHiiiK, n;» 7 7 mo. inau

MiinchesUr. Widow of William Darl)yHbirc.

ItKHKccA Davis, 71 '^'^ H mo. isrj'J

Wntfiford. Widow of Francis Davi.s.

Ei.iZAnKTii Dixon, x-i y? 5i mo lHrj<j

Searhnrowjh. Widow of John Dixon.

Wii.i.iAM DoYi.K, iJuldin. 73 10 mo. \HU*d

Sauaii DiiKWETT, h:» ij7 11 mo. 1H6S

Cttnterhury. Widow of William Drcwett.

John n. DtcKwonTH, X'i 2 \--l mo. ISOB

Huddcrs/ield.

Priscim.a Dl-nning, 1 22 U mo. l^<rjU

MiddlfshoroiKjh. Daughter of John and Pris

cilia Dunning.

Sauaii Dyson, &.'> 10 10 mo. 1H58

Leeds. Wife of John Dyson.

Elizareth Ecroyd. 20 23 10 mo. 18^)8

Dimcaster. Daughter of Benjamin and Han-

nali Ecroyd.

EU/al)cth Ecroyd was the youngest daughter

of tlie late Benjamin Ecroyd, of whom tlicre is

a short account in the Annual Monitor for IH.'jH.

Naturally of a retiring disposition, and fearful of

giving expression to her religious feelings, tlic;
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"hidden life" was conspicuous rather iji tlie

conscientious performance of daily duties, and in

the influence of her gentle and lovmg sjiirit, tlmn

in any outward profession ; and when called

away, in the fuU bloom of youth, by an illness

which very rapidly tenuinated her life, the reality

of lier faith in Christ was fully proved by her

joyful readiness to welcome the simimons, " Be-

hold the Bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet

him."

The secret working of Divine gi-ace in tlie

Boul ia compared by our Lord himself to " the

leaven hid in three measures of meal till tlio

whole be leavened ;"—to " the seed which a man
caat into the ground, which should spring and

grow up he knowcth not how ; first the blrnlo,

tlien tlie car, after that the full com in the cai-
;"

—" tlie tree is known by it,s fruit :" but how Uttlo

can we discern of tlie first beginnings of Divme

hfc, in tlie hearts of those with whom wo are

brought into daily intercourse I
" The wmd blow-

ctli where it listoth. and thou hearest the sound

tliercof, but canst not tell whence it comctli or

whilhcr it goetli, so is every one tliat is born of

the Spirit. " And thus, regarding Uie subject of this

brief memorial, nothing can bo told of tlie time

when she first jnoMed her heart to the gentle

F!'.'
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drawiiif,^ of her Savour's love : but ft few very

simple mcmomnda bIiow that her sitirilual pro-

gress was not without conllict, and the Iminbling

sense of many short-coniinpi.

Without date, she writes :
" I hope tlie impres-

sion of 's sermon on my heart, may not ho

a fleeting one. hut that hy the hlessin^,' of God on

Ujo words spoken, it may bring forth fniits in the

liearts of all hearers, to Ilia praise to whom all

the glory is due. I am one greatly feehng this

rctrognide movement in my heart, a fearful, im-

passive, cold state. O that I may be able to give

up evenjlhimj that is required of mo, and indeed

have all the fallow ground in my heart turned up

by tlie Gospel plough ; tlmt I may truly ileo to

tlio sanctuary, and unresen'cdly weigh all my
thoughts, words, and actions in the Di\'inc bal-

ance ; and that I may be frequent in prayer, and

CKUstaut in an entire dependance on the grace of

God, and his strength wliich is made perfect in

weakness ; tliat so I may not at the last have to

hear Uio awful words, ' Thou art weighed in the

balance and art found wanting."
"

Li the spring of Ih^t, her aflfectionate heart

was, for tlie first time, made deeply acquainted

with sorrow and bereavement, by the decease of

her beloved father, on whom she attended during
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his long illness with the most affectionate solici-

tude, and a gentle but untiring energj' and eflici-

ency, much bej-ond her years. She thus briefly

records her great loss :

Fifth mouth, 2:5rd, 1857. " At half-past five

o'clock, p.m., dearest papa breathed his last."

SOtli. " The funeral of our beloved papa—a sad,

sad day—never to be forgotten—but the promise

was felt very forcibly presented to my mind,

' Cast tliy burden upon the Lord, and he shall

sustain tliee.'

"

She several times expressed to one of her sis-

ters the hope, that this aflliction might prove a

blessing ; and from this time, tliero was an evi-

dent deepening in reUgious experience, and an

earnest desire manifested to be more fully weaned

fix)m the world and its attractions. The entries in

her noto-l)ook ore often in borrowed language, but

tliey are not tlio loss tlie expression of her own

feelhigs.

Kdgend, Nintli montli, rttli. In.'iT. •• May we

reflect, witli himible reverence and holy joj', on

the creatiiKj, renovntiiuj, and crouiiimj mercies

of our God ; may a sense of tlioso mercies be in

us an ever-flowing well-spring of love and grati-

tude ; may we bear our part, individuiilly, Ln tlie

universal meludy of thanksgiving; and under an
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unuttcniblo feeling of our obligations to God, may

wo surrender our wIjoIo lioartH to his Spirit—our

whole hves to liis service I— j^J. J. Gunicy's Essay

on Lovo to God.] A beautiful autumnal after-

noon ; sky, soft breeze, and twittering of tlio rob-

ins, all seem to join in the ' universal melody of

tliauksgiviug !' In autumn tliere is such a pecu-

liar mellowness in all nature, a soft serenity,

wliich well combines witli the most solemn and

tender feelings of the lieart, and seems sootli-

ingly to sympatlji/e with all its joys and sorrows."

Nintli muntli. InUi. "We camiot be walking

with God in a heavenly, tender frame of mind,

or with any just sense of our position as standing

on tlie brink of eternity, while we propose to our-

8olves no liigher object tlian amusement, no ac-

cos.sion of ideas, nor elevation of devout affections.

Can our communications administer grace to tlio

lieart, when the amount, if written do^^^l, would

shame a wse man, and shock the mind of a

sincere Christian?"

—

Lajh liichmond.

Nintli montli, 21st. "Reached home from

Edgend—a sad, desolate feeling—but still a com-

fort to be in our own dear home once more."

22nd. " called after breakfast, and had

a comforting opportunity witli us. The time I

felt to be a solemn one, and the sympatliy expressed
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wns consoling, but I a^ain felt it a trial that

tliere was no message for me in particnlar. yet I

de.siro not to feel discouraged by it. but dare to

hope that my Heavenly Father designs to in-

struct me himself without the aid of any human

instrumentahty, as lie has hitherto done; and

seek for more resignation both in doing and in

suiTcring his will, for ho, and he alone, knows aU

my conllicts. and all my trials of spirit. May I

not care what the opinion of man, even of Chris-

tians whose s_\nnpathy I long for, may be. so long

as I am ponnitted peace with Ilim who luiowetli

the thoughts and intont.s of the heart."

On the removal of the family from Bradford to

Donciusler, in the Fourth montli of 1 sr)M, the trial

of leaving her earhest home and many dear

friends, was ver}' keenly felt : and she gave up

with much regret her dims in the First-day .scIkx)!,

to which she had given much oamost tliuught

and attention.

In the autumn, she spent some time at tlie sea-

side witli her mamma and sisters, apparently in

the enjoj-ment of full health and vigour, but on

the llth of Tenth month, a few days after return-

ing home, spnptoms of iUncss appeared : at

first there wius nothing to cause any serious ap-

prehensions, but. becoming rapidly worse, htr
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mamma and one of her sisters, who liad not return-

ed liome, were sent for. The severe pain in tlic

head and oppressive sickness, made lier too ill to

bear eitlier reading or conversation ; but, when

reminded of her Saviour's compassionate love,

and that such a season of suffering would not be

permitted except for her good, that " whom the

Lord lovelh, he chivsteneth," she promptly replied

witli much enipluLsia, " O yes, I do know it."

^^^len her dear mamma arrived, throwing her

arms round her neck, she greeted her most affec-

tjouati'ly, and then said witli solemn earnestness,

" I don't think thou can have any idea how very

ill I have been."

On Fourth-day, the ^Oth, her head was so much

reUeved that she asked for several h3Tnn8, adding,

" And what is that one ending with,

Wlion we ircad dealh'H valley.

Dark with fearful gloom;

We will fear no evil-

Victors o'er the tomb?"

which ha\nng been read to her, the last four lines

were frequently repeated by herself during the

rest of her ilhiess. Hugh Stowell's beautiful

hymn was also an especial favourite.
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PERFECT PEACE.

" Thon wilt keep him in perfect peace, wLose mind is

stayed on thee." Isaiah xxti. .1.

A mind at perfect peace with God

—

what a joy is this!

A sinner reconciled through blood ;

Tliis, this indeed is peace.

By nature and by practice far-

How very far from God ;

Yet now by ^'race brought nigh to Uini,

Through faith iu Jesus' blood.

So nigh, BO very nigh to God,

1 cannot nearer be ;

For in tlie person of His Son,

I am as near as He.

So dear, so very dear to God,

More dear I cannot be ;

The love wherewitli He loves the Son,

Such iH His love for me.

Wiy should I ever careful be,

Since such a God is mine 7

Ho watches o'er me night and day.

And tells me, " mine is thine."

On her attention being directed to the tliird and

fourth stanzfts, as so beautiful]}- expressing the

precious union of the Clxribtian with liis Sa\iour,

" That they may bo one ; as thou, Father, art in

nie, and I in tliee, that they also may be one in

us—I in them, and tliou in me, that they may be

made perfect in one. and that tlie norld may
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know tliat thou hast sent me, and hast loved them

as tliou hast loved me," she appcai-ed to dwell

upon it with gi-eat delight, saying, " How very

beautiful that is ; how very sweet."

On Sixtli daj' moiiiing, becoming very much

worse, she asked if it was tliought that she was

dying ; and on being told that it was very doubt-

ful what the end might be, but that if it were so

it was hoped she would know that

" Jesus can make a dying bed

Feel soft as downy pillows are"

—

she fully responded, and became quite over-

powered mth delight, stretcliing out her hands,

and with a most beaming countenance saving

again and again, " IMy precious Saviour, sweet

Jesus, let me come to thee. I am very un-

worthy, but
' Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thou bidd'st me come to thee.

And that thy blood was shed for me,

O Lamb of God I come.'

You must not weep, you must all follow me, that

' W^hen soon or late, we reach that shore,

O'er life's rough ocean driven,

We may rejoice, no wanderer lost,

A family in Heaven.'

"

She sent affectionate and touching messages to

her absent brothers, and said how very very much
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Blie loved them all—that she "loved every body."

The twenty-tliird Psalm being repeated, dear

Lilly took up the fourth verse herself, vnih much

animation :
" Yea, though I walli thi'ough the

valley of the shadow of death, I will feai- no evil

;

for thou art Avith me, thy rod and thy staff they

comfort me."

The end seemed now to be fast approacliiiig,

and every breath it was thought might be the

last. She said " Only one step more—one very

short step ; help me quickly over. Lord Jesus.

' Not by works of righteousness that we have

done, but accordiug to his mercy he saveth us.'

' Nothing in my hand I bring

;

Simply to thy cross I cling."
"

Then hi accents scai-cely audible she whispered,

" I find it difficult to speak pealing antliems

!

O how beautiful—how veiy beautiful." As if the

spu-it, so nearly freed from its earthly tenement,

were permitted to catch the echoes of those hea-

venly sti'ains in which she was so soon to join.

After this, to the surprise and joy of those who

were so anxiously watcliing over her, she revived.

At first it was a great disappointment to herself,

and she prayed for ah'Aiiy fully to say, " Thy -ndll

lie done," and that she might patiently wait the

Lord's time, saying, " However it is, it will be

I
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right ;" but added several times, " I am afraid

you are keeping me ;" then she seemed more

fully to realize the prospect of parting mth those

she loved so dearly, and said, " Perhaps it may

please our mercifid Heavenly Father to restore

me, that we may Hve together a few years longer,

which will indeed be cause for unspeakable thank-

fulness." She wished to be left perfectly quiet

for a little while, and was evidently engaged in

earnest prayer.

She said what an unspeakable mercy it was to

have such a perfectly clear evidence of acceptance

through her Savioiu's redeeming mercy, that his

arms were felt to be underneath. Only once, the

shadow of a doubt seemed permitted to flit across

her mind, and she asked, " Shall I be forsaken?"

It was replied that she must not doubt her

Saviour's love ; he has said, " I wiU never leave

thee nor forsake thee ;" she quickly replied with

returned joyfulness, " O yes ; I beheve Him."

In the afternoon she appeared much better, and

it was fondly hoped that the crisis had passed

;

the dear sufferer herself evidently noticed the

apparent improvement with some hopefulness,

and wished every means to be used, saying, " I

think now, 2^^rhaps, I may recover, but you must

not be too confident." She had told one of her
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sisters that from the commencement of her illness

she had thought that she should not recover.

She gi-eatly enjoyed the reading of hymns, and

listened with much attention. One having been

read on the joys of heaven, and the blessedness

of the redeemed, she said, " Yes : and it revives

the behef that I shall soon be there." Even when

at intervals her mind wandered, the reading

seemed to soothe and quiet her more than any-

tliing else.

Early on Seventh-day morning, on wakmg
up from a short sleep, a state of high delirium

came on, which was speedily followed by a heavy

stupor, and this continued to the last, mth only

an occasional gleam of consciousness. Once,

putting up her face to be Idssed, and sweetly

recognizing each one present, she said, " such a

dehghtful feehng thriUs through me; I am so

happy." She repeated part of a hymn, but too

indistinctly to be imderstood; then sank appa-

rently into perfect imconsciousness, till, at a quar-

ter past seven, a.m., her redeemed and purified

spuit took its fhght to that Savioui-, whom she

had long known and loved.

Ann Ecroyd, An Elder, 78 8 2 mo. 1859

Edgend, Marsden.

During a long Ufe this dear friend was an
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example of the faitliful performance of Christiaii

dut3^ She took a lively interest in the best wel-

fare of her friends, often expressing her love and

rehgious concern in httle notes of counsel, sym-

pathy, and reproof. Coming from the heart, they

found a response in the hearts of those to whom
they were addressed, and often proved a comfort-

ing or helpful word in season ; and her sohcitude

on behalf of others was often evinced by appro-

priate remarks in om* meetings for disciphne.

She was the well-known friend and benefactor

of the poor around her, always ready to do them

good; and in times of severe distress, such as

now and then occur in manufacturing districts,

making great exertions on their behalf.

Disease of the heart confmed her to tlie house

several months before her death, and it was a

pleasure to visit her and mark how calmly and

cheerfully she awaited the end, which she told

her friends might be very sudden.

After a hfe of no common usefulness, she was

favoured with an humble trust in the love and

mercy of her Saviour, earnestly longing for, yet

patiently awaiting the call which, as in a moment

summoned her to the rest and glory of his eternal

kingdom.

Booth Eddison, 50 7 3 mo. 1859

Nottingham.
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Hannah Edmundson, 35 12 6 mo. 1859

Leeds. Daughter of Josei^li aucl Elizabeth

Edmundson.

Elizabeth Edmundson, 50 7 8 mo. 1859

Kingstown, Ireland.

John Eliott, 3 12 mo. 1859

Plymouth. Son of Samuel and Jane EUott.

Edward Evans, 25 13 4ino. 1859

Neath, Glamorganshire.

Though much has akeady appeared in print

respecting the short but useful career of this dear

yoimg fi'iend, as " a quiet, earnest, and success-

ful worker" in the management and support

of various benevolent institutions, esj)ecially the

Temperance Society, in the town and neighbour-

hood in wliicli he resided,* a brief notice of liis

youthful days, with reference, more pai'ticularly, to

the reUgious aspect of his character, may not be

* Though at the time of his death scarcely in his prime,

he was Secretary to the Neath and South Wales Temperance

Association, one of the Managers and Assistant Secretary of

the British Schools, Seoretai-y to the Library, and an active

member of the Committees of the Bible, Religious Tract,

Benevolent, and Peace Societies, and such was the estima-

tion in which he was held by his feUow townsmen, that a

month after his decease, a Special Meeting was held, in the

Town Hall, and largely attended, " to commemorate his pub-

lic and private worth."

i2
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witliout iiitcTL'st and iustructiou to tlio reiuiers of

Uio Anmuil Monitor.

lie wius the youiij^er son of Willioiu aud Mary

Binns Evans, aud was bom on tho ii7th of

Seventli month, 1N33, at Birmingham, where Ids

parents tlien resided. His father retired from

business with a competency in ls;35, and three

years after removed to Ncutli, where he died in

1839. Tlie days of Ids childhood were thus left

to the care of a pious motlier, who sought to

train him up " in (he nurture and admonition of

tho Lord," and whose cirurts and prayers, there

is reason to believe, were permanently blessed to

liim. I lis subseciucnt education he received un-

der tlie cai-e of William Lean, and, after leaving

school at the close of IH-li), he again came to

reside at homo with liis mother, whilst placed

in business with a cousin at Neath, whom he

afterwards joined as a partner.

His youthful recreations were sought, not in

sensual cnjoj-monts, but in pursuits of an intellec-

tual kind, and, being an ardent admii'er of natural

history, many of liis leisui-e houi-s were devoted

to diflerent branches of that science. So close

was liis application to liis favourite studies and

reseai-ches, that he needed not the stimulus of

" early rising associations." One week he puts
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down in his memoranda, " Out of six working

days, (144 hours,) I was up one hundred and

nine," consequently lea%-ing only tliii-ty-five for

rest. A desire to extend his knowledge, and to

" contemplate the sublime scenery of the frozen

regions," induced him to visit Nonvay and Spitz-

bergen. On the latter island he narrowly escaped

losing his hfe by a fall from a precipice, in the

eager pursuit of some objects of natural history.

On his safe return home, gratefully impressed

with a sense of the goodness of the Lord, whose

hand, as he says, " was with him even in the ' ut-

termost parts of the earth,' to presen-e liim fi-om

serious injury," he communicated tlic details of

Ids ti-avels, in tliree interesUng lectures in the

To\^Ti Hall at Neath, to lai"ge and intelhgent

aucUences, who highly appreciated his Icindness.

But, amidst tlie engagements of business, and

the pui-suits of science, the all important chums

of rehgion and personal piety were not lost sight

of. From 1848 to nearly the time of his decease

he had been in the practice of keeping a jom-nal.

The early enti-ies have reference chiefly to liis

favouiite pui'suit of natural lustoiy, but give some

interesting indications of that serious thoughtful-

ness which thd not allow liim to be unmindful of

the " gi-eat Creator," whilst studyuig his works ;
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uud, as years pass on. a raoro decided and deeper

touc of religious fei'liu-,' pervades these records of

)iiii iuward life. Ho had beeu eai-ly tjiuj,'lit to

attcud to the couvicti<JU8 and leadings of the

Holy Spirit in his own heart, and ho was well

acquainted with the contents of the Scrip-

tures : and though there is no distinct account of

Uic time and manner in which he was brought to

a sense of liis natural dejiravity, or tlie " wicked-

ness of his own heart. " as he often culled it, and

tlie need of a Saviour, it is evident from his mem-

oranda, that, enabled in early life to flee for refuge

to lay hold on the hope set before us in the Gos-

pel of Christ, he soon bocume prayerfully earnest

to 8er\-e Ciod in newness of life, and to worship

liim in spirit and in truth, and in the beauty

of holiness.

The death of liis beloved mother in IH-jvi

deeply allected liim, but he was " enabled to bow

in humble resignation to the DiNTne will," and

remarks in his diaiy, " I could not wish to recall

her purilied spiiit from tlie laud of eternal bliss,

to this world of trials, temptations, and son*ows,

though it will seem such a blank without her

tender care for her childi-en, and her help and

counsel to us in every thing. May it be the means

of di-awing us more closely to our Heaveuly Father

for sujjport
!

"
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A peculiarly interesting and toucliing slmde is

cast over the record of his experience for several

years, by tlie frequent allusions to liis early call

to the work of the miuistiy, and lii> liinching, not

through wilful disobedience, but by giving place

to the reasonings of the natural man and the

subtle insinuations of tlie enemy, from j'ielding

up liis heart fully to the Lord in this respect.

For many years, he says, ever since his

school-boy days, he had, at times, felt that he

should at some period be called to serve tlio

Lord in the Gospel of liis dear Son ; but soitow-

fully adds, "Dreading the awful smnmons, and

the fear of man overcoming all my better feelings,

I endeavoured to drown the con^•iction," gomg on

to describe the manner in which he imsuccess-

fully attempted to do this for some years. In his

twenty-second year he speaks of being brought

into " severe conflict," under " tlie conviction

wliich had often before been made upon liis

mind," tliat it would be rcqiui-ed of liim pubUcly

to espouse the Redeemers cause, as a miuister of

tlie Gospel ; and about the same time he felt it to

be liis Clu-istian duty " to become more consis-

tent as a Friend."

Though repeatedlj' brought almost to the point

of yiekliug to the expression of his rehgious
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exercise in meetinjTS for worsliip, in Uio moment

of trial lie shrunk from siiuitle obedioucu to wliut

he believed to be tlic Divine ro<juiring, till it ap-

peared to be witlulrawn. and he was left to a

painful sense of sorrow for his unfaithfulncBS.

Thoufjh very intimate with some of his friends,

lie seems to have kept liis feelings on this sub-

ject entirely to himself, and hod it not been for

the disclosures of liis journal since his decease,

they might have remained altogether unknown.

Had his hfe l)een spared, we know not how far

he might huve laid hold of faith and strength to

overcome his difficulties in regard to tliis point of

liis Christian experience ; but it can scarcely be

doubted that, for want of a timely surrender in

" tlie obedience of faitli" to the work to which he

felt liimself specially called of the Lord, his

spiritual conflicts were both multipUed and pro-

longed, and he did not realize, as ho might have

done, that " fniitfuhiess in the tield of oflering,

and that joyfuhicss in the house of prayer" for

which he often earnestly longed, and the absence

of which caused liim so frequently to mourn over

" his heart's wickedness," as his memoranda des-

cribe. It is to be feared, and not less to be de-

plored, that instances of a similar suppression of

reUgious exercise in reference to the ministry of
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tlie Gospel are by no means i-are, and are among

tlie means of crippling the usefulness of individ-

uals, and of mairing the beaut}- and prosperity of

the Church. The experience of a young Friend

so estimable and useful in other respects, may
perhaps be a beacon to otliei-s, and prove the

means of encouraging some to let the word of

the Lord have free coui-se. that it may be glorifi-

ed by their entire faithfulness in liis service.

Though it is not tlie object of tliis brief sketch

to enter much into detail, a few of the later mem-

oranda taken from the journal of Edward Evans,

may not be unsuitably introduced here.

Sixth month. 11th, 1H.")7. " I hope I may be

enabled to keep ray thoughts from being entirely

engrossed by the spirit of tliis world. How need-

ful it is to be always on the watch, and always

looking imto Jesus for help, and strength, and

guidance; for witliout that lielp poor, mortal

man is always simiing ; and I am one of tlie

most imdesennng of all the Lord's gi*acious

dealings with me. I fear I am thought far

better than I reallj- am ; I do love tlie Lord, and

in some things do what I can to further the

knowledge of his glorious name and will ; but

then every good thing I do is of Him, of mj'self

I can do nothing : but all things are possible with
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CM»d, Olid I tniKt ho will yet arise for my help,

aiul tn'iul du\nj the KiT|H'iit, iiiul till my In-art

with his Holy Spirit, ami walt-h over mo wiflj his

mibhuuWriii}^' i-ye to keep mc from tciiiptiitinn

and to cause me to hrin^' fortli the friiita of ri;,'ht

ootiBDcsH to Ilia fiK»rk'. to wliom be pniise, mujchty,

honour, and jwwer, f<»r ever luid ever."

P'irxt month, Ist, IH.'jh. •• AtU«nded a Temper

nnco Committee. I feel that in ever>' tiling' I

undertake, I nliould he ho much more uweful, if

I only hod t^iven myself entirely to the Ken'ice of

tlio I/ord ; mny I eaniestly seek for Htren<jth to

conqtier the lle.sh juul the devil, and for help to

walk in that stniit and narrow way wliich leiuletli

unto life eternal : and now, commencing a new

year, moy I bo diligent in endeavouring more to

cling to the truth as it in in Jesus, and to follow

my dear Lord and Saviour, taking up my cross

daily, fearing not the reproach of men, neither

being afraid of their rc^-ilings, and may I be fer-

vent in prayer, ser\-ing the Lord ; and not allow-

ing tlie tilings of tlie world to take up too much

attention,—poor sinner that I am."

2.')tli. (Alluding to the fcsti\-itie8 on the mar-

riage of the Princess Royal i, " How much better,

if instead of eating and drinking to excess, ever}'

English subject had retired to his closet, and
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oirtied up a prayer thattlie Divine blessiug mi-jtht

rest upon tlie yoimg Princess and Consort ; that

love, peace, aud happiness may be their portion,

and that, by example and precept, they may teach

the nation over whom they may nde to walk in

the way which is well-pleasing in the siglit of

God ; and that the good training of her excellent

mother, our beloved Queen, may be blessed t<3

her.-

IH.jft. To " The flesh does so strive to

gain the mastery, aud it is so dillicult to bring it

down to the state of huniihty, which is so need-

ful tt) our progi'oss in spiritual tilings ; we are so

averse to become fools in tJie sight of the world,

that we may be wise unto salvaliou, though we have

so many blessed assurances of help and assist-

ance in tliis state of humihty and self-abasedness.

and wc arc so forgetful of tlie words, ' Fear ye

not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of

tlioir rovilings.' I find myself so foai-fiU of what

men will think, notwithstanding the mercifid and

sustaining help I have always found from above,

whenever I havo made any little selfsacrifice in

following the directions of the monitor within.

May I be enabled more and more to devote my-

self to His service who alone is worthy of all

gloiy, imd honour, iiiul praise."
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First montli Ist, iHftO. *' AuoUier year begun,

but how little wo know wbetlicr wo nmy boo ita

close or noL It in a Bolemn thou^'ht. How
Ultlo do we know what chaiifjos may take place;

if wo t)ursolvcs are fipared—what friends may bo

taken away. What cause fur thankfulnesK that

tlie Lord hius as yet bo nuTcifuUy blt-Hsod me,

and cared for me, so unworthy a sinner. I low ear-

nestly ouK'ht I to BC'ok to jiltcr my ways, to bo

enabled to walk acceptably before liim, to think

nlxiut the uncertainty of time, and to endeavour

whenever tlie time may come to be found watcli-

iuK'.'

Third monlJi, -'7lh. "I feel so utterly un-

wortljy to have one single blessing granted mo

more than I at present enjoy, that I can only

humbly pray for reconciliation with an offended

GihI, tlirv'Ugh our gracious Saviour's love and in-

tercession, and seek to stay my wicked and wan-

dering imaginations on things pertaining to my

everlasting welfare, to pray for Uie quickening

inHuences of tlie Holy Spirit to be shed abroad in

my hard, stony heart, to make me willing humbly

to bow before tlie Lord, and surrender myself

entirely to liis requirings, not heeding what men

shall say, but seeking to be inwardly guided by

unerring wisdom, and to be enabled to walk as a
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time Christian, hiunbly, meekly, and circum-

spectly. O liow I mourn my weakness in not

yielding to the call of the Must High, in the day

when he condescended to vLsit me—wicked, im-

worthy me—with the oflfer of such honour. But

yet I hope still that I may be brought again into

his favour and be made willing to Ber\'e Him."

A few days after the preceding ho makes the

last entry in his diary :

Fourtli montli, Ttli. " 111 and confined to bed."

The illness here alluded to proved to be an

attack of scarlet fever which soon deprived liim

of the power of much expression, with in-

ti'ivids only of perfect consciousness ; and in

less tlian a week, Ids valuable Ufo was brouglit

t«) an unexpected close. Some of the last

words he was heard to utter were, " I have

a strong hope." Not long after, he became very

quiet, and appeared to be engaged in prayer;

in a few minutes more he gently passed away, to

reidize, it is thankfully beUeved. the " sti-ong

hope" mercifiUly gi'anted in the hour of need,

through our Lord Jesus Chiist.

S.MIAII Ev.\N8. S(> li) 7 1110. l!^.")'.)

Stoke Xi'winytoii.

lllOHAUU FaUDON, S(1 10 Iv! nio. IS.'jR

('ht'lltnlnini.
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-Mahy Ann Fahiianh. 71 11 1 1 mo. iHftH

I''ulke$tunr ^Vid<)\v nf Jos«'i>h II. Fiirroiid.

TiioMAH r.wi E. »io .'7 11 mo. IHftH

^iiuiitmi'li> k, Irel'iiul.

Isaac Fkaiion, '».'i Xi 10 mo. Ih.'iM

WowUtimlt , (iiirntiinij

Mahia ri-.NNKi.i.. .')l 111 2 mo. Ik.'jU

KiiKjitoini. Irdiiiul Wife of Joslmii Cleorgo

Fomiell.

Sl'HANNA Fl.ETCIIK.n. 7« 22 I WO. 1 HftO

Cork, Ireland. Widow of Ilirliard Fletcher.

William Fihiikr. :i;i 2;J 11 mo. IHftM

Son of lieiijiimJn Cliirko Fihher. ^tt. TnUont,

Ituldin.

SoiMiiA DonoTiiY FisiiKn, .SI 2n l mo. 1h.'*u

Wife of Williftin Fi^iher.

Those donr fricndu died within a few months

of each otlier, ot Aliwid, Soutli Africa, and were

both interred in a httle cometerj- on tlio banks of

the Orange River.

Wilham Fi.slier having been for some time in

dehcate heahh from alTectiou of tlio lungs, after

Bi>ending a winter in the souUi of England with-

out recei^"ing material benefit, tlie physicians

recommended him to try a warmer and drier

climate. Soutli Africa was decided upon, and he

and his ^\-ijV proceeded there in tlio latter part of

is 56
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After spending some time at GrabamstoM-n in

tlie Cape Colony, they removed to AUwal, about

one lumdred and seventy miles inland, and sev-

eral thousand feet above the level of the sea.

Furtlier change being recommended, W. F. and

liis devoted wife accepted an invitation of a kind

friend, GottUeb Schreincr, Missionary of the

Wittiburgen Station, about tliirly mUes from

Ahwal, to spend a short time at his liouse. He
sent his waggon drawn by twelve oxen for them,

and here for about five weeks they received the

greatest kindness and attention. After W. F.'s

decease, 11. S. Schreiner, tlie A\ife of the Mission-

ary, addi-essed a letter to liis father, from wliich

tlio following interesting exti'acts are taken.

After describing tlieir first acquaintance at

Aliwal she proceeds :

" Your dear son appeared to be in veiy deU-

cate health, but his cheerful energy and mental

vigour tended greatly to lessen tlie impression of

liis physical weakness. It was the triimiph

of mind over matter, and wliich was very strik-

ing throughout his increasing illness. He seemed

to keep his body, witli all its wearj- ailments, in

subjection to his nobler being, in a manner very

seldom seen in long and wearing indisposition,

and which certainly made him a most interesting

k2
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and U'tirhinj,' invnlid. IIih mre nttiiinmcnt^,

jiiiiu'd with his ;;oimino bonevolcuce ami ilct-p

rolipous A'oUiif,'. luado mo kciisHjIo Uiat he wbh

indeod no drdinnry rhnnwUr, and one uhoso

example and inlluenco were just of Uio cln«»

required to raise the tme of wtcjcty in tJiis

country. I was niut-h Ktrurk with the Kiinilarity

of mind, thiiu;;)it, and feehn^ tictween liini lutd

his devoted wife. If he never thnn^jht. or at least

hiH»ke. of his malady and sufforin;;. she never for-

^•ol them ; her whole soul seemed to live in th6

desire to alleviate thorn, exhihitini? a touching

instiiuco of devoted, self-forpcttiufj attachment.

I'p to the early sprinj,' of ''>>*, I continued to

nceive favounihli' acotuiits of his health, and wo

cherished the hope tliat tlie climate, if it had not

conquered, had so retarded the progress of the

disease, tlmt we might hope to possess for some

years so valuahlc a friend and neighbour ; such

were our jXHjr, selilsh wishes ; wc would put the

pilgrim staff afresh into his weary hand, and have

him keep us company in the toilsome way, while

He who loved him best was beckoning him to rest

and triumph, to tlie crown and palm. The early

and uuusuxd heat greatly tried him, inducing

extreme weakness. Ilis iK>or wife was in great

anxiety, and thinking with us tliat a change to
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our mountain air might be beueficial, accepted

our invitation to pay us a \'isit ; on Satnrdaj'. tljo

Otii of October, I had the pratification of welcom

inj? them to our humble htmie. I found the

chanj,'c in the dear invalid vory mai-kcd, his

cough more frequent, breatliing more oppressed,

witli constant hectic fever ; his whole appearance

told of sull'ering, but of suffering home \\'ith a

cheerfid patience ; there was something in tlie

ver^' appearance and manner which, apart from

any dii-ect assurance of the blessed fact, told you

that, ckspito tlie breaking down of the spiiifs

earthly home, it was triumphing in Uie conscious-

ness of hajipy immortality. After he had recov-

ered a httle the fatigue of the journey, he seemed

for some days to be improNing, and much enjoyed

a morning ride in a httle cart drawii by quiet

oxen, and could walk for some time in tJie after-

noon. He was certainly tlie most cheerful nicJii-

ber of our httio circle."

R. S. S. afterwjirds mentions how tlieir hopes

were disappointed, and (liat one day speakin" of

the state of his pulse, he said, " I assure you not

finding any improvement does not at all dis-

coiuage me ; I can limubly say that my soul is

kei)t in perfect peace ;" tlien with bright cuerg}-.

I am on the ruck, I ciuinot trcinblo ; I fool I anj
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Ill Uiu haniLi of iuliuitc low, luul I wuuld nut

(lictaU) if I could. " I read to liiiii, one day, some

vi-ne». entitled, " Tho liordcr Liuid," witli which

lie wiui much iileoiiod. Baj-in;;, " What a mcrcj it

iji to be able to echo KUch KentiineutH ; when Chmt
iH witli uii. wo do not thiidc ho much of what wo

nro lea\*ing an what we are fjoing to."

'• When witli u». ho rend witli KTCftt zest tlic

whole nf • I'osttTH Life ajid JoumoL' I wait

Ktnick Willi Im jiuit and fiiu-ly diitcriininatiug

criticisms of many of l-'oster h vicwB, and Oiuld

but wonder to find tho nuiitul eocrf^eH 8o frco

and ri;(orouii. lie made homo inti-re«ting remorkji

on Foster'* yeaniinj; de^iire to |)enclrate tlie par-

tial darknesH, which, even under tho Chrifitian

dLsponsalion. cnveloi)C8 the tihm and hutc of otir

future existence : rc«iH.-ctinjj; which, he said. Uicre

was lately a change in Iub own feelings— tlie desire

to know more had subsided into gratitude for

wliat was revealed, adding with hia look of pecu-

liar animation. ' We know tliis, that Christ has

brought life and immortality to light, through the

fiospcl." He was much affected with the beauti-

ful letters written by Foster, to a young lady

(lying of consumption, so much so that his ^^ifo

l>egged him to desist from tlicir perusal ; but he

assured her that the feelings tliey caused, though
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deep and solemn, were not painful. 1 tliiiik it

was on the same evening, tliat he asked if we

shared Ida feelinys of attacliing peculiar value to

the words spoken by our Lord himself wlien on

eartli, and spoke of tlie refreslunent he often de-

rived from a httle book, called ' Words of Jesus.'

In tlie morning reading of tlie Scriptures in tlie

(iospel of St John, he would sometimes make a

sweet remark or two on the portion read ; I

regret I caimot recall tliem verbally, but they

always liad reference to salvation through Christ;

indeed grateful love to. and confiding faith in our

Saviour, strongly characterized all he said on

religious subjects; veiy striking wius Ids relisli

for. and appreciation of, the Holy Scriptures.

On my expressing to 1dm my regret, that some

dear friends were so fascinated with Kmerson and

the writers of his school, he told me not to bo

onxiinis about tliem ; tliat, the first fasciimtion

over, the stem realities and bitter triids of Ufe

would conjpel tliem to fall back, for support, upon

something more soUd, ' Then," lie said. ' tliey

will appreciate tlio noble sinipUcity. and soul-

supporting doctrines of tlie New Testament ; in

saying this, I speak from my own experience I

have felt all the charm of those vritings, but

Christ— tlie tnir Wonl of God—is ray anchor and

ho2>e."
'
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Wo ufU'U Hi>cuk of Uio dct'p mtorcbt «iUi which

hti would wutch thu Hctliii^ isuu ; after culiuig ua

to notice itti bi>leiidoiu-, oiid Kwcctly alluding to

(lio glories of lliat land which novdctli not tlio

light of tho hun. hi.s nuliont, iK'aceful. coiuitc>u-

luico milking uh tliink tliut he too, Uko a fino

setting Hun, grew richer in grace, and gave a 8uru

)ioi>c, at the end of \iia dayn, of riuing in hright

array."

" .Vficr spending somo wccka with us, he appear-

ed anxioUH to return home. The day woa fixed

fur tlieir depiuiure. nnd we acconipojjied our dear

fricndH a nluirt way. We tlicn biule them faro-

well : hw htst wordH. Bcarcely audible, were of a

meeting in hcav«n."

He reached Aliwol on tho nth of Eleventh

niontli, but hur>-ived Ids return only ten days.

Tho following particulars of tlie closing scene,

arc fnim a letter of J. M. Ori>en, a native of

DubUn, one of his kind frienda who hod "leumed

(•> know and love him well."

" On luH arrival, he seemed as usual, in good

uiid happy spirits. I never knew one who looked

funvonl to the appnjoch of deutli with more calm-

ness, lie Hi>oke with humble confidence of his

sure hope of eternal life, through the atoning

blood of our dear SaWour, and his merits alone."
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" On the Sunday previous to his release, lie read

with liis wife the I'.th chapter of tlie 1st of Cor-

inthians, and spoke much of the beauty of the

passage relative to death, redemption, and tlie

rcsuiTection, and said he had for some time

past felt himself drawn continually closer to our

Sa\'iour's love."

" On Tuesday afternoon, a few friends called to

see him; he was still seemingly pretty well. Ho

spoke of his assured hope of redemption, his ac-

quiescence in our Heavenly Father's will, whether

he was to remain here or be taken awa\'. Two

hours after, while sitting in the parlour, he called

his wife, who was in the next room ; a violent

attack of hcmonhagc came on, and he quietly

passed away in her arms.

" I liastoned home on receiving intelhgcnce of

your son's death, and reached it in time to join

the sad procos.sion, which followed his remains to

the gi-ave : they were attended by nearly every

respectable inhabitant of tliis towni, he being uni-

versidly loved and respected. He hatl, I believe,

before his death, expressed liis desire diat in case

of liis decease, a clergyman should not bo asked

to assist at the funeral."

Dorothy Fisher did not long sui-vive this af-

fecting bereavement, but in less than two moutJi.-'



1^8 ANSfAI. MOMT«>n.

kIio waa »]«> ix-ncffully (^Uicn-d to Jur hoavt-nly

houjr. • thruuf;h the moriti* of tlie Suvioiir, whom
Blie lovtxl."

CaTIIKIIISK OnMHTO.N FoilD, 17 U n IIIO 1^.M»

SprimififUl Mmint, Lef<l$ I)uiijL.'litir uf Law

BOH luul AiiiiH Ford.

lUcHKi Fi'iiD, Yurk. .')" ;; 7 mo l^ao

An Khler Wife of John Fonl.

TIjc iuhtructioii to bo dorivtd from tin- Bcquest-

cn il w lUk of tlu- faithful Ji8<'i|.l«' of C"liri>t, though

IcH^ obviuUH, luid luKrt eaHV to m-t fortli, iH perhaps

not less vidunbli! tJian ore the lessons to bo

drawn from n life of nctivo son-ice in n wide and

publii- Bphc-ro. Some such iustniclion seems to

have l»cen btqucallu-d to lier frieuibs by the late

Ilnchel Fonl.

She was tlic dnii;,'hter of Nathan and IJnclicl

Ilobson of Darliii;,ton. boll) of whom were takin

fn.»m her in compamtivcly early life. She had also

to mourn over the loss of two brothers and twu

sisters, all summoned early away. 'I'hus bhe

bccamo acquainted with sorrow. Till her mar-

riage with John Ford in 1H;J7, her hfo was of a

somewhat chequered character. She had filled

various stations of usefulness, and had largely

secured tlio esteem and affection of the kind

relatives in whose familie.s she had resided. Many
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linve testified to the early maturity of her judg-

ment and to an unvarjing kindness,

No er rufflpd by those cataracts and breaks,

Which humoar interposod too often makes.

Though slie slirank at first from tlie grave

responsibilities involved in the proposed connec-

tion in marriage,* yet once satisfied tliat it was of

tho Lord, she entered on the imion \\-itli all the

warmtli of the most tender afl"ection. and in

humlile confidence that ability equal to her need

would be granted to her, to ftUfil the important

duties devolving on the female heatl of a large

school. Though constitutionally of very dehcate

licaltli, she decidedly decUned tlic assistunco of

a housekeeper, preferring to have direct and

immediate personal intercourse with everj* mem-

ber of the large family, whose coniidence, esteem

and love she soon secured. The attaclunent

of nmnerous domestic servants, extending over

twenty years of active superintendence of the

school, testified to her love and care of them. A
kind word of counsel to tlio young, the way-

ward, and the careless ; forbearance vritii such ;

• llnchel FonVs husband, at the time of their marriage,

bnd been for a few years Snperintendent of the Friends'

Schodl for Roys, under the care t»f the Quartcily Meeting of

Vork
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cucourngcinriit to every effort to luneud ; wu»dom

and |>nuloiu-o in amui;;in(? differences ; juid tho

silent inlluenco of her own quiel Niiirit, wero

blest, in ft hirgc degree, to tlio luuinteuoiicc of

harmony and of cQicicnt ser\'ice. Tlie time

of paying tlie half yearly wages was made hy lior

an ojiiK-irtunity of evincing her interest in lier

8cn-anLs" welfare. She made a point of seeing

each Bei>arately ; and many a word iii season w us

tlius imparttHl. In niori; than one instiincc she

had in her domestics tljose wlio, like herself, loved

their Ix'nl. and manifested that love by a careful,

hnmble. and sclfdenying walk. These wore dear

to her in tlie Ixmds of Christian love. More than

twenty young men and youths, as teachers luid

junior assLstauts, partook of her care and kind-

ness in tho course of her twenty years of senice.

These, too, were tho objects of her especial inter-

est. To secure tlieir physical comfort, to make

herself readily accessible to them, to minister to

them in illness, and by tender s}-mpathy to cheer

them irnder discouragement, marked her line of

conduct towards them. The supper tabic round

which they assembled when the toib of the day

were over, will be remembered by many of them

as tlie scene of tranquil enjoyment, to wliich she

contributed by the influence of her gentle spirit.
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Nor were they unconscious of this iufluence, nor

ungrateful for it. One of them, in a letter

written the day before her deatli, says, " Her

dcUcate kindness to me during my sojourn at

Bootham,* and tlie sweetness of her meek and

quiet spirit wUl never be forgotten by me while

memorj' lasts." Another who partook of her

tender care and interest for three years and a

half, in a letter dated two weeks before her de-

cca.se, writes, " I have a \'ivid remembi*auce of

the tlu-ill of feeling tliat went tlirough me, as my
heart responded to tlie remark of a fiiend when

Rachel Ford was appointed to the station of

Elder, (m 1853). He said, tliough there might

not be tlie zeal of a Peter or tlie boldness of a

Paul, yet there was in her the ornament of a

meek and quiet spirit, wliich is in the sight of

God of great price." Truly it is not to eulogizo

the departed tliat these testimonies are adduced.

Her hiuuble estimate of hereelf would have made

the thought of eulogy most repugnant to her.

And j'ct, seeing ;u»ir no longer " as in a glass

dai-kly," slie would not blame the attempt to draw

lessons from her Ufe, calculated, though in ever

so small a degree, to stimulate others to tread the

patli of dedicated and loving service.

• The Daiuu ol Ihv distrirt iu the city in which the school

is situate.
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More than three liiindxed and fifty boys passed

tkrougli tlie school during the period of her ad-

ministration. To these individually she gave a

tender and ever watchful care. The httle boy,

fresh from his mother's side, soon found, in her,

one whose sympathetic kindness made some

amends for the sepai-ation. To her they soon

found they could confide their little troubles,

without apprehension of repulse. Before in-

creased delicacy of health interposed, she devoted

a Httle time after breakfast each morning, and

every evening, after reading, to receive all comers

with every httle aihnent, administering to their

several wants, and thus acquiring distinct, indi-

vidual knowledge of almost every boy's pecuhar

temperament of body or of mind. Few half-

years passed over without one or more of the

scholars being brought under her notice, bereaved

of a parent, a brother or sister, or other near

relative. On these occasions her parlour was the

scene of many a soothing and comforting inter-

view, in which the heaiis and the lips of even

the shy and the diffident were opened in response

to her deUcate kindness.

But it was in periods of sickness that she seemed

pecuharly gifted to minister. She availed her-

self of these opportunities, not only to exert the
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kindest care and supermtendence in regard to all

physical wants and alleviations, but by reading a

short portion of Scripture by the bed-side, and by

the simple expression of rehgious concern, she

availed herself of the softening influence of sick-

ness gently to lead to thoughts of a Heavenly

Father's love and care. The Idndling eye and

the bright response of one dear boy to her whis-

pered suggestion of a Savioui-'s love, a few brief

hours before his sweet spuit left its earthly taber-

nacle, were deeply impressed on her mind, and

comforted her in a time of sore trial.

Way was often puiT^osely made for her to see and

converse with poor boys in trouble, whether for

minor or graver ofiences ; her softening influence

over these was no unimportant part of the Chris-

tian disciphne of the school. Such is a brief sketch

of what may be called the official hfe of our late

fi'iend. In the spring of 1856, it was evident that

her physical powers were becoming unequal to

the duties of Bootham. The way for release, how-

ever, did not fully open tiU midsummer, 1857,

when she removed with her husband to a private

house, not far from the school. She most gi'ate-

fully enjoyed the repose of this change, and said

she had not an earthly wish ungi-atified. For the

last two vears of her residence at Bootham, she
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was most kindly assisted by her friend Sai-ah

Robinson, to whom she became warmly attaclied.

She retained her interest in the school to the last,

always glad to see her friend, and to aid her with

her counsel ; not more cheerfully given than

Idndly and thankfully received. For the last

thi-ee or four years she had been sensible of de-

clining health and strength. In 1855, at a time

when the scarletina prevailed in the school, she

\vrote as follows, to one whom she loved as a

daughter, and who warmly reciprocated that love

:

" This is, of all things, the one I the most di-ead-

ed, and yet now that it has come upon us, I feel

enabled quietly to submit to it. I look upon it as

one of those pennitted trials intended to do us

good." About the same time, she says, "I am

very feeble, getting at times quite discouraged

about my health. I know however that all is

ordered well and wisely. I caimot say, as some

do, that I consider sickness a sorrowful thing

;

my feelings are more in uiuson with the beautiful

hymn, " Chamber of sickness ! much to thee I

owe."

On the 2nd of the First month, 1859, she

writes to the same loved one, as follows: " In the

imusual solemnity that seems to cover my own

spirit at the commencement of the present year,
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my thoughts have ttu-ned very loviugly towards

thee and thiae, with warm desires for your wel-

fare every way; what I long for you is, that

you may go forward in that way, in which 1 most

comfortingly beheve you have taken not a few

steps. O seek to live more and more in that

spuit wMch will lead you to realize the frequent

presence of that dear Saviour, whose loving hand

is upon you for good." Wiiilst she could thus

comfort and encourage her friends, her diffident

spuit, taking an humble estimate of herself, thus

expresses her sense of her need of a Saviour :
" I

feel the begioing of tliis year a very solemn thing

to myself. There is much work to be done be-

fore the warfare is accompUshed. Earnestly do I

crave to be enabled, as a poor penitent believer,

to come to Him, who alone can availingly say,

' I will, be thou clean.'

"

During her last illness, and shortly before its

close, there was evidence of deep searching of

heart, and ofjealousy over herself, lest she should

be talcing up with a false rest. Though to out-

ward observation, hers had been indeed a blame-

less life, from her youth up ; yet in solemnly re-

viewing her early years, she told a beloved fi-iend

that she beUeved every transgression of her youth

had been brought painfully before her, and that
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whilHt bho coulil thankfully believe they were all

forgiven, yet the remembmnfe of tliom hnd been

affecting to her. " Quiot trust, pcaco, not joy,"

she Bftid, " was her portion." On anotlier occa-

sion she spoke quite cheerfully of having airanged

all the httle presents she wished to bo given to

her friends, and in hxtking forward as regarded

herself, she 'seemed divested of everj* onxious

thought. She said, it felt remarkable to herself

that she who had always, according to her own

estimation, Wen so weak in hiith, shotild now,

with the end in prospect, l>e so entirely free from

anxiety, and able to trust oil to the mercy of lier

Heavenly Father, wliil.st slio lioped it might bo

permitted her to have a clearer evidence of her

acceptance, before the end came.

Her tenderly Moved fri«nd. S. R , visiting lier

a few days before her decease, says, " I found lier

bright and cheerful. Iler heart seemed peculiar-

ly aUve to her many outward comforts. She

directed my attention to a beautiful vase of flow-

ers, sent her by a young friend, and remarked,

' I see the kindness of my Heavenly Father in

so abundantly supplying my outward wants ;' to

which I replied, that great as were these bless-

ings, they were not to be compared with the

blessedness of having a good hope of eternal life,
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tlirougb the mercy of oxir Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ. She said, ' I cannot quite realize

that.' I rci^lied, ' But thou hast a quiet, settled

trust' She said, ' Yes, a quiet trust, tJuit is just

it ;' ' and,' added S. R., 'all fear of death is

taken away ?' ' Yes,' she repUed, ' and if I were

now just entering the valley, I beUevo I should

feel no fear.'

"

Another much loved friend, E. S., who N^isitcd

her two days before her death, writes: " It seem-

ed to me, when I had the privilege of a few min-

utes beside her, as if tho end was very near,

and there was nothing left to desire but an en-

trance into tliat rest, the sweetness of wliich she

was already tasting ; the fniitiou of tliat love,

and peace, and joy, which tlie presence of the

Saviour alone can give."

Although, since her removiJ from Bootliain,

llachel Ford's health had been most deUcato, it

was not till tho spring of I8.ji), that increased

anxiety was awakened. From that time till her

decease, painlessly and most gently did her hea-

venly Father slope tlie downward way, enduing her

TAith patience to bear tho weariness of increasing

debUity with sweet resignation to liis will, and

with quiet tinist in her Sa\'iour. Some of her

dear friends who \isik'd her, and lie who lur
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twenty-two yeai's had been the object of her

devoted aflfection, often partook of the sweetness

of her spirit, and felt the atmosphere of her

chamber inviting at times the utterance of thanks-

giving and prayer, to tlie mutual comfort of their

enfeebled friend and tlicii- oato. Encouraged by

wdtnessing the siistaining power of Di\'ino gi'ace,

theu- hearts wanned with the love of Jesus, and

feeling the promptings of the Holy Spii-it, they

did not hesitate thus to enjoy the precious pri-

vilege of prayer.

At length with no other premonition than

that of increasing weakness, the end came. On
Seventh-day evening, the 2nd of the Seventh

month, her kind medical attendant. Dr. W., called

to see her. He proposed that arrangements

should be made for sitting up with her that night

for the fii-st time. "NVlulst these an-angements

were being made, she expressed a wish to settle

to sleep ; and thus sleeping, tranquilly as a chUd,

without a movement or a sigh, she passed into

the presence of the Saviour, whom she had loved,

the cessation of the pulse alone indicating the

moment of departure.

The following extracts from some of Rachel

Ford's letters appear to contain a few valuable

lessons of Christian experience :

—
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To H. B. S., 20th of Second month, 1856.

Written after a visitation of measles in the school

at Bootham.

" There seems like a Uttle breathing time per-

mitted us—something of repose, after a season

of conflict, which, with aU the help mercifully

afforded us, and which we desire most gi-atefully

to acknowledge, looks now more like a fearful

dream, than the reahty of actual experience. We
do beheve, my dear cousin, that it is intended a

blessing should be conveyed ia this cup of sorrow.

And I think it is our earnest desu'e that tliis, and

whatever other end it is designed to work out,

may be fully answered ; not to mere personal

rehef, I can truly say, but that the -Roll of my
Heavenly Father may be entirely and onhj done.

I have, indeed, had to pass through some very

low, proving seasons. Yesterday, I could truly

say ' my spiiit was overwhelmed within me,' and

on my knees I poured out my heart to Him who

condescends to listen to the broken petitions of his

poor dependent children. I was comforted and

my confidence was again renewed in the assu-

rance that He has done and was doing aU tilings

weU."

To H. B. S., 28th of Twelfth month, 1856.

"I do very gratefully appreciate the blessing
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of a cheerful spirit
; yet Imomug the reverse

makes me, perhaps, all the better able to do so.

Tliis long continued feebleness I feel sure is per-

mitted for some wise purpose ; and to know tliis

purpose, even in measure accomplished, often

brings me into conflict, and to many a searcliing

season, especially when I am led to look at the

past. O what a life of wasted energies and lost

time does mine appear to have been ! But I

always find I must not dwell on tliis ; it does not

tend to profit in any way ; better to endeavour to

leave the tilings that are beliind, and to press

forward, relying upon a Saviours love, upon what

He has done for me, and the precious assurance

that He is even now interceding for me."

To S. W. T., IGth of Twelfth month, 1856.

" Whether I shall be pennitted to regain what I

have lost in health in the last month, is known

only to Him who ' doeth aU things well,' and here

I leave it, only desiring to be kept very watchful.

I feel there is so much danger of becoming selfish,

absorbed in ministering to the comfort of the poor

body, that I sometimes get quite discouraged,

fearing that my heavenward course, if happily I

am in the way, may be thus retarded. The sen-

timents contained in a hjann by Trench called

' the Suppliant,' comforted me in a low
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To J. P., 16th of Fii-st month, 1857.

" The expression of thy love and sympathy

feels truly grateful. Thou art quite right in

beUeving that I have my lonely sittings, and

I might add, my low seasons, and yet I am bound

to acknowledge that there are times when the

presence of my Saviour is so sensibly felt as to

leave me nothing more to desii-e."

To S. W. T., 30th of Third month, 1857.

" Yesterday was a low day to me. Part of

Wesley's beautiful hymn was the breathing of my
spirit from hour to hour

:

' Other refuge have I none,

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee !

'

and after pouring out a few tearful petitions on

retiring to rest, I felt comforted and refreshed."

To S. W. T., 25th of Eleventh month, 1857.

" B. B's visit to me was a very striking one.

What he had to say seemed too good, and I felt

as if I could only accept a small part of it. Of

this he evidently had some sense, for after he had

taken leave of me, (I think it was), he retiu'ned,

and in his quiet, deliberate way said, ' I have

a little watchword to leave with thee : Doubt thj-

self, but never doubt thy Saviour.' It was a

timely admonition, and I was willing to accept

it."

M
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George Fox, Kendal, 70 20 10 mo. 1858

Very precious is the memory of one whose

years have now closed in i^eace. Those who

knew liim best love to think of liim as one singu-

larly tender in his natural affections, very consid-

erate of the feelings of others, very watchful over

word and deed, of high moral tone, broad charity,

and uncommon refinement in intellectual taste.

But these were gifts of nature, or results of culti-

vation ; the crowning grace came fi'om above.

His early grief as the sole surviving parent

of five httlc daughters, never passed away from

his sensitive spuit. He was through all subse-

quent years a widower in heart. Though most

tenderly and assiduously supported in domestic

Hfe by dear, mother-like sisters, he never recov-

ered the elasticity of his previous character

;

and his children recal many a scene of intense

anguish, and of almost broken-hearted sorrow.

But there was ui all this a preparation for that

better home on which he has now entered. He
took great interest in watching over their plea-

sures and pursuits, securing for them many

advantages and mdulgences, and acting out the

part of a most tender and devoted parent. An
intense love of the beauties of nature, and an

accurate'appreciation of the treasures of art, were
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distingiiisliiiig features of his mind. His relish

for aU kuids of iateUectual pursiut was insatiable,

liis reading was rich and various, and his study

of chai-acter very acute. The more to be admu-ed

was that lovely mantle of charity in wliich he

was wont to enfold all erring feUow-creatiu-es, and

that noble defence of the unpopular and the

helpless, by which he became almost proverbial.

Yet while so uidiilgent to the sinner, he was

uncompromising towards the sia, and many a

wayfarer will remember the coiu-teous manner in

which the admonitory tract was presented, or the

evil habit reproved, ia the course of his daily

walks. He loved poetry in some of its phases,

and his taste in Hteratm-e, and his discruniaation

as to the style of our best authors was eminently

correct. Of pecuUarly sensitive physical struc-

ture, he had much to endiu'e wliich many would

have passed over as trifles, and every fibre was

alive to mental distress ; therefore his pUgTim

path for many years, sweetened as it was by the

tender affection of his companion-sisters, and a

filial tie of the closest and most congenial charac-

ter, was one that involved much and sore trial by

the way. But " if the affliction aboimded, the

consolation did much more aboimd," and every

painful lesson in life was received hi a himible^

teachable spirit, meekly bending to its import.
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His inwai-d life, from deep resen'e, was very

seldom manifested in words, till witliin the last

few years, when a marked change in this respect

came over him, and he was able to speak often of

the things so much occupjing his thoughts. He
loved to dwell on the one great feature of the

New Testament dispensation—" God manifest in

the flesh"—to magnijfy His work, and to give to

Him all the glory of man's salvation.

More than fourteen years ago, when he first

became seriously Dl. some expressions were pre-

served mdicating that such was then, as ever

afterwards, the current of his soul. He said he

had very little comfort in reflecting on his past

life, " he had been so unfaithful." " My trans-

gression has not been thoughtlessness, but im-

faitlifulness
;

" adding, " my hope is in the faith-

fulness of Another." The day before, when a

dear friend sent him by way of message, with his

love, the text, " God so loved the world," &c., he

said, "It is a very important text. I beUeve

people throughout find it so, when they are

brought to extremities. It is a sheet anchor

—

the sheet anchor." Another time he remarked,

" The old and grey-headed may take comfort

from that parable of the Prodigal Son, which has

no particular application to age. Thou art right,
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my dear, in saying, ' what sliould we do witliont

that parable ?
' I have often thought so. Con-

veyed in that form it cannot be misunderstood.

In the poor prodigal you see notliing left but his

rags and liis filth ; and I beheve an old man, with

one foot in the grave, who has nothing of his

own—nothing but his rags and his filth—may be

driven back in that way, sajdng, ' Father, I have

sinned against heaven and before Thee.' " Such

was the broken and contrite state of one venj

blameless in the eyes of all but himself and an

all-seeing God.

Two months later, when the parable of the

marriage supper had been read to him, he said,

" Is not that encom-agiag

—

that picking them %ip

from the highways and hedges ? I have thought

I may be picked up in the same way, and not fail

to put on the ivedding garment." He afterwards

said, " They were not a very graceful party—the

bhnd, the halt, and the maimed—but I suppose

the weddhig garment would cover all defects."

Frequently, diuing the latest years of his life he

used to speak of that wedding garment as repre-

senting the imputed righteousness of Christ—de-

scribing it as kept in the house, waiting and ready

to be given to each guest. Latterly, when infirmi-

ties had midtipUed, and he had become unable to
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bear any reading of a general character, he never

lost his relish for the revealed word of Truth-

often asMng for some short portion to be revived,

and then dweUing on it, and expatiating on its

meaning and appUcation. Once he asked for

that passage in Hebrews, which speaks of Christ

as interceding for us before the throne of grace,

remarking, " Ah ! that is comforting ;" again,

" Only think what he has done for poor, un-

worthy creatures, of whom I am one—sent his

only begotten Son into the world to redeem us.

He that made the worlds and has them all in His

hands, that he should bear with sinners." He
spoke of Job's offering for each one of his friends,

saying, " It was the Saviour who was pointed to.

There must be atonement for each one of us"

Then of the comfort of knowing that the Father

is so entirely one with the Son iu aU his gracious

works of love—giving sight to the blind, healing

the sick, curing the leper, for " the Son doeth

that which he seeth the Father do." " Mercy,"

he said, " is the leading attribute of God. He
may well be called ' the God of mercy.' " He
often reverted to the pai-able of the unjust judge,

as an encouragement to " importunity in prayer;"

and frequently spoke of that clause in the Lord's

Prayer, " Give us this day our daily bread,"
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alluding to the need of continually fresh supplies

of grace. Another favourite passage was the sixth

of John concerning the spiritual food received

by faith into the soul. " He that eateth me, even

he shall live by me." Once he alluded to the

text, "It is expedient for you that I go away,"

&c., " but if I depart, I will send Him unto you,"

and spoke of the more full and immediate work of

the Holy Spirit, after om- Lord's death 'and

resurrection—adding his beUef, that the Old Testa-

ment saints were saved by the same Saviour,

and sanctified by the same Spirit, as are those

under the New Covenant.

Unable for many years to attend meetings at a

distance, he found great refreslunent from those

small First-day gatherings under their own roof,

where a few " friends" assembled for worship

;

and it may be a satisfaction to those who met and

ministered there to know, that he often spoke

to his children of the comfort and strength there-

in extended, and of the word of life " rightly

divided."

Ever in depths he was wont to cry unto the

Lord, and was once heard to say, " O Lord

!

look upon the oflfering made by the Redeemer for

our sakes." Many times, " Thy will, not mine,

be done ;" and again, " Feed me with food
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convenient for me." Another time, under much

distress of body, he said, " Give me this day my
daily bread—I stand in need of it

—

sinritiial

food." Again, " Lord, be near me in this time

of need. I dont deserve what I ask for—only in

Thy mercy, and for Jesus Christ's sake. O my
Saviour, may I be accepted in Thee. O Lord !

look upon the offeiing made by the Redeemer for

our sakes. Did not Jesus pray for them who should

beheve on Him through theu- word ? I believe !

"

As the shadows of the vaUey gathered more

closely round him, he looked only more stead-

fastly towards those heavenly " hills whence

cometh ovu* help." Once he said, " Perhaps He
will rebuke the storm, and say, ' Peace ! be still.'

"

Nor were his faith and hope in vain. Tlie hum-

ble trust of tliis waiting disciple was answered to

the faU. No whisper of doubt or dismay was

permitted to assail his exquisitely sensitive spuit

dm'ing the whole of the last two days of his life.

It was a sore and prolonged conflict, but when

flesh and heart failed, " God was the strength

of his heart." The body alone was distressed

—

the soul was anchored, and at peace.

He said but little, yet every word betokened

that, through the Captain of Ms salvation, he was

" more than conqueror." He was heard to say,
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" He is a very gracious Redeemer." " For Jesus'

sake"—was often caught in indistinct miu-mm-s

of petition. He had been greatly comforted,

a few days before, by the arrival of his second

daughter and her husband ; and as the slow, sad

hours passed away, it was frequentiy a pleasui-e

to him to be told that each of his three daughters,

his two sisters, his sons-in-law, and occasionally

his grandchildren, were around his bed, calling

each by name, and adding some endeai'iag

epithet, very precious to each.

When told that the end was thought to be very

near, he smiled a welcome to the intelhgence;

and when the wish and inabihty were expressed

to render him any relief, he said, " My Saviour

best knows how to help me." Not long after he

was heai'd to mui'miu- the word, " Jesus ;" and

with this blessed pass-word from grace to glory,

he feel asleep. That sleep by degrees subsided

into a deeper repose ; and his son-owing children

round his bed scarce could tell the moment when

they ceased to have a father on earth.

Robert Were Fox, 43 23 5 mo. 1859

Bristol.

Sarah France, 60 3 12 mo. 1858

Handsworth-Woodhouse. Wife of Joseph

France.
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Elizabeth Freue, 77 8 4 mo. 1859

Moss, Herefordshire. Widow of Charles Frere.

Mary Fry, 79 27 11 mo. 1858

WooJrjate, Sjncelund, Devon. Widow of

Eicliard Fry.

Lucy Garratt, 3(5 7 3 mo. 1H59

Dundrum, Co. Dublin. Wife of Joseph Garratt.

Francis Gibson, 53 19 12 mo. 1858

Saffron Walden.

Benjamin Gilpin, 42 22 12 mo. 1858

Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Mary Lucretia Gilpin, 17 28 5 mo. 1859

Bedford Square, Westminster. Daughter of

Charles and Anna Gilpiu.

OcTAviDs GoLDSBURY, 58 10 5 mo. 1859

Pecliham.

Mary Goldsbury, 68 25 7 mo. 1859

Leicester.

Thomas Graham, 86 8 11 mo. 1858

Coalbrookdale. An Elder.

Ann Graham, 95 81 3 mo. 1859

Penrith. Widow of John Graham.

Walter Gray, 4 4 1 mo. 1859

Glasgow. Son of Wilham Gray.

John Gray, 78 29 9 mo. 1859

Chelsea, Westminster. An Elder.

The extended life of this valued friend ex-

hibited through its whole course the character
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of one who walked by faith, thoiigh not by sight.

His trials were often severe, but this faith sus-

tained him as on a rock.

His education was much neglected, but he was

careful to improve the talents he possessed ; and

b}'- strict integrity and upright conduct, he made

his way in the world, and was enabled to retke

on a small competency, dui-ing many of the latter

years of his life. His memory -wiR long be

cherished amongst his friends for the bright

example he set, not only when out of business,

but also when in business, in "his punctuality in

the attendance of all liis meetings, both for wor-

ship and discipline.

His interment took place at Hammersmith on

the 5th of the Tenth month, and was largelj-

attended by his fiiends. The solemnity that pre-

vailed at the gTave, and in the subsequent meet-

ing, was thankfully acknowledged as an e^ddence

that tliis liighly valued and departed brother

was called away in a state prepared to join the

multitude of those, who, through much tribula-

tion, have washed theu' robes, and made them

wliite ui the blood of the Lamb.

Harriet Green, 17 18 1 mo. 1859

Belfast. Daughter of Forster and Mary

Green.
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In the removal of this dear young fiiend there

was much to encourage the consohng behef that

she " earl}^ began to seek the Lord," and was no

sti'anger to the work of his grace and good Spirit

in her heart, preparing her, in the morning of

life, to enjoy the blessing of those who " belong to

Clirist." Thus, when laid upon a bed of sickness

and death, she was enabled, through the power

of redeeming love, to resign all into her Heavenly

Father's hand, and to place her trust in the

Saviom' who died for her, and tlirough whom
alone she hoped for salvation.

For many months, during the early part of her

iUness, she did not fully reahze the probabiUty of

her being called away from all whom she loved ;

but when her weakness, worse than pain, in-

creased, she was sweetly supported, and observed

that, had she not been " helped," she thought she

could not have borne it. She requested to know

what was the opinion of her medical attendant,

and on being told that he did not tlunk she would

continue long, after a pause, she sweetly said, " I

am satisfied," adding a wish that she might not

be taken suddenly, before a fuU assurance of

acceptance had been granted. She remarked that

she was afraid that she had passed along too

easily, and that many, much better than herself,
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had had to endure greater conflict of mind. Yet

she had her moments of discoiu'agement, and was

sometimes tempted to doubt ; but the enemy Avas

not pennitted to prevail, and she told her mother

that she had a hope " that her sins would be for-

given," requesting her to read the fifty-thii-d

chapter of Isaiah to her. She frequently seemed

much soothed by listening to the Psalms.

She was much comforted by the visits of her

friends and relatives, and the word of encourage-

ment some of them had to minister to her. On
the belief being expressed that, through the

mercy and love of the Redeemer, she would find

acceptance, she remarked, " not for any thing

of my own."

When under much suffeiing, she exclauned,

" O, I wonder when it wiU all be over—I wish

it was—but not till the right time." It was cause

of regi'et that this beloved one was so diffident in

spealdng of herself, that it was frequently by

replies to questions only that the state of her

mind was ascertained. She did not like to say

much to a younger sister, who she knew, " loved

her very much," in allusion to her approaching

change, lest she should cause her sorrow; but

very touching was the calmness with which she

remarked, " I hope to go to a happy home."
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And when the end di-ew neai-, her desire of an

assurance of acceptance through the Beloved was

mercifully gi-anted, and she peacefully closed her

eyes on all below, to take possession, we cannot

doubt, of the " happy home," prepared in heaven

for all who " love the Lord Jesus Christ in

sincerity."

Emma Maria Greenfield, 14 5 2 mo. 1859

Nailsea, Claverham. Daughter of Edward and

Lydia Greenfield.

Maurice Gregory,

Yatton, Claverham.

Benjamin Grubb,

Clonmel. An Elder

Samuel Grubb,

Clogheen, Ireland.

Richard Grubb,

Cahir, Ireland.

Sarah Gundry,

Street, Somerset.

Joshua Hadwen,

Lancaster.

Rebecca Hague,

Barnsley.

Henry Halliday

Drumgask, near Lurgan, Ireland.

James Hands, i?m£?m5'. 32 17

75 2 4 mo. 1859

53 29 11 mo. 1858

73 5 6 mo. 1859

79 25 8 mo. 1859

82 13 8 mo. 1859

Widow of William Gundry.

82 9 10 mo. 1858

71 30 9 mo. 1858

15 26 2 mo. 1859

8 mo. 1859
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Sakah Hanks, 87 12 ti mo. 1859

Eathangan, Ireland. Widow of Jeremiah

Hanks.

Ann Haelock, 42 11 1 mo. 1859

Finedon, Northamptonshire. Wife of Tliomas

Harlock.

Thomas Harris, 74 4 4 mo. 1859

Stepney, London.

Hannah Fennell Harvey, 20 3 8 mo. 1859

Cork, Ireland. Daughter of Reuben Harvey.

Martha Haworth, 66 18 4 mo. 1859

3Ianchester.

Joseph Hayward, 17 23 4 mo. 1859

City road, London. Son of Joseph Hayward.

Elizabeth Head, 74 27 3 mo. 1859

Banhury. Wife of John Head.

Susan Heath, Bristol. 84 6 9 mo. 1859

Anne Helton, 73 13 4 mo. 1859

Monhstown, Co. Diiblin. Widow of John

Helton.

Sarah Hitchen, 90 18 10 mo. 1858

Kirtley, near Lowestoft. Widow of Thomasi

Hitchen.

Joseph Hobson, 52 11 3 mo. 1859

Moy, Ireland.

Martha Hodgson, 71 30 4 mo. 1859

Achworth. Widow of Thomas Hodgson.
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El-IZAUEXU IIOUNE, Hi) l;j u mo. Ib.JU

Brighton. An Elder. Widow of Jolui Home.

CuARLKS B. HonsoR, 42 31 10 mo. l8bH

Ilalstead, Essex.

Mary Ann Horsnaill, 9 10 l) mo. IS.")')

Stroud, Kent. Daughter (;f William ('. and

Louisa Horsnaill.

It is not intended to give a long account of this

deaj child, but in the joyful assurance that she

rests in Jesus, it may be right briefly to record her

closing scene.

Her illness was very short, as she was not

thought seriously unwell till three or four days

before her death. When the doctor had told lier

parents that her recovery was doubtful, her dear

mamma read to her, fi-om the book of Revela-

tions, the beautiful description of the glories of

the land above, and asked her if she could leave

the result of her illness to her Heavenlj' Father,

should it be his 'nill to take her to himself. She

replied, very sweetly, " Yes ;" but a httle after,

thinking of the loved ones she would leave be-

hind, she said if it were the ^\all of God she would

like to stay with tliem a little longer, but if not,

she hoped to meet them all in heaven.

Naturally timid, it was I'emarkable that death

seemed to have no terror to her, and that in



ANNUAL MONITOR. 137

looking forward to it she could say that she felt

no fear. She often enjoyed hearing passages

from the Bible and hymns, and when reminded

of the beautiful words of the Saviour, " Suffer

little children to come unto me, and forbid

them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven,"

she seemed enabled to apply them to herself, and

to rejoice in feeling that she also was permitted

to come to Jesus. The dear Son of God, who

so beautifully showed his love for httle children,

when he lived on earth, taking them up in his

arms and blessing them, is still ready to receive

and love them, and invites them to enter his ever-

lasting fold. Thither we beheve that this dear

little one has gone.

During her Ufe she had never seemed happier

than whilst helping others, and when confined to

bed by sickness, she regi-etted being unemployed.

But her strength was fast failing, and the night

before her death she had so much difficulty in

breatliing that she thought she hardly would have

lived through it. Favoiured to suffer but Httle pain,

the fear of others grieving for her when she was

gone, seemed to be her only trouble. Her un-

selfish disposition was beautifully shown by her

thinking, only a few hours before her death, of a

poor httle sick boy, who hved near, to whom she

wished some of her nice things might be sent.
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It was evideut that she could now live but veiy

little longer. When her mother repeated the

verse

:

"To that beautiful place He is gono to prepare,

For all who ai-e washed and forgiven
;

And many dear children are gathering there,

For of such is the kingdom of heaven."

She noticed that those who were around her were

in tears. " Yes, I know it all," she said, " but do

not cry." Once or twice during the afternoon

she said, " I must die," but was still favoured to

feel " no pain," and " only very tii'ed." Peace-

fully and patiently she awaited her siunmons to

the land of rest. Her kiud nurse repeated to her

the first verse of the beautiful hymn beginning

—

" There is beyond the sk
,

A land of joy and love,"

when she raised her httle hand and joyfuUy re-

sponded, " I am going up—up to heaven." Not a

struggle disturbed her closing moments, and just

as the evening shades were falling, she passed

away so peacefully, that those who were standing

by her hardly knew when she was gone.

Joseph Humphreys, 71 2 6 mo. 1869

Hermitage, near WaUrford , Ireland.

Jane Hunton,
'

32 30 11 mo. 185S

Stamford Hill, London.
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John Jackson, 3S 6 in mo. 1858

North JValsham, Norfolk.

Charles Jackson, 1 21 11 mo. 1858

Bierworth, Garstang. Son of Joseph and Lucy

Jackson.

Thomas Bewley Jacob, 26 18 11 mo. 1858

Glonmel. Son of Henry and Lncy Jacob.

Mary Jacob, Clonmel, 53 7 6 mo. 1859

Ellen Johnson Glatsyer, 14 1(3 2 mo. 1859

Leifjhton Buzzard. Daughter of Joseph and

Ellen Glaisyer.

Elizabeth Johnson, 73 14 12 mo. 1858

Chesham, Bucks.

Eliza Kendall, 68 30 4 mo. 1859

Braintree, Essex. An Elder.

Elizabeth Kent, 82 12 7 mo. 1859

Liverpool. Widow of Caleb Kent.

LiLLiAS Kenway, 6 10 1 mo. 1859

BirmimjJiam. Daughter of Gowen Ball and

Hannah P. Kenway.

Mary Ketteringham, 67 22 11 mo. 1858

Stoke Neivington.

Hannah Ketteringham, 65 27 5 mo, 1859

Stoke NewitKjton.

Elizabeth King, 86 8 12 mo. 1858

Roydon, Diss, Norfolk.

A brief notice of this dear friend, it is thoudit,
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may not bo without instruction and encourage-

ment to some who, in humble Ufe, are endeavour-

ing to press fonvai-d in the path of Christian

duty. She was not one of the rich, the noble, or

the learned of tliis world, but those who were

well acquainted with her speak of her as " rich in

faith, noble in spirit, and learned in the school of

Him who teacheth as never man taught," beauti-

fully illustrating the truth that, without respect

of persons, God is " good to all," and the Gospel

of his grace and salvation through Christ is

exactly adapted to all ranks and conditions of

men.

Her parents were among the industrious poor,

and, being one of a large family, she went out to

service at the age of fourteen, in a situation where

she was far fi-om comfortable. About a year

after she obtained another place, in which she

was kindly cared for, and continued two years.

At that time she appeai-s to have been connected

with the Episcopalians, and attended then- place

of worship. On one occasion she was so struck

with what the minister said about the sinfulness

of the heart, and the awful consequences of sin,

that she wept much, and at night, could not sleep

for thinking about it, wondering what would

become of herself, as she felt that she was a gi-eat
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sinner. On seeing her so unhappj' her mistress

Idndly inquired into the cause, and being made

acquainted with the nature of her soitow, mani-

fested so much sympathy, that her judicious

advice and encouragement were veiy helpful to

her. From that time her face seems to have

been turned Zionward. Repentance towards

God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ,

appears to have been evidently accompanied

with that change of heart and hfe, which

prompted her to love the Lord, and to keep his

commandments. Recurruig to this interesting

period, not long before her death, she said " she

thought she had never been so unhappy since

that time, as before ; for she knew that the Lord

helped her to do her duty, and. he had always

helped her in all her troubles."

In her twenty-first year she was married to

James King, of Dickleburgh. Both liis parents

were members of om* Society, and she and her

husband lived with, them after theii- marriage,

and most kindly and tenderly eared for them, in

their old age, till they were both gathered to theu'

rest. After this James and Elizabeth King con-

tinued to Hve in the same house, and carried on

the trade of shoemaMng, much respected for their

industry, uprightness, and integrity.
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E. K. had thus been brought acquainted with

Friends, and became much attached to them and

theu* Christian principles. Both she and her

husband were constant attenders of thek meet-

ings for worship at Tivitshall, though they had to

walk four miles every First-day to accomplish

this. Her husband never made appUcation for

reinstatement, though the principles of Friends

were dear to him ; and it was not tiU after his

decease that E. K. was received into membership.

The attendance of meetings for discipUne af-

forded her much satisfaction ; and " striking to

her," as she said, " was the care manifested by

the Society towards its members, as it regards

their conduct and welfare, and she felt it a privi-

lege to have been admitted as a member." Her

conduct evinced that she had "received the truth

in the love of it," and was earnestly desirous of

the prosperity of those who profess it. Often, in

her simple way, she would encourage others to

press forward in the path of duty, whilst her

humihty and love gave evidence that she sought

not to teach but to be taught. She greatly

enjoyed intercourse with Friends, and felt the

value of Gospel ministry, ilowing from its right

source. While her heart glowed with love to all,

she longed that all might come to the blessed
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Saviom-, and " learn of Hiin who was meek and

lowly in heart ;" feeling it a privilege to mingle

with those who, she thought, were his true dis-

ciples ; and such, it is beUeved, were often re-

freshed and encouraged by the savom* of her

spirit.

EUzabeth King could never read ; but she was

a woman of no common mind, or feeUngs ; and

though she had never enjoyed the advantage

of education herself, she struggled hard, and

worked willingly, with hand and heart, that her

children might have the benefit of all the instruc-

tion that their limited means could procure ; and

well did they repay, by every affectionate atten-

tion, the anxious solicitude and care of their

excellent mother.

Upheld by the power of Divine grace, tlirough

the various vicissitudes of life, she attained to

a good old age. When about eighty, as she was

walking to meeting one First-day, she feU, and

was so much injured that her recovery was

doubted. She suffered much, and it was a great

trial of her faitli and patience to be confined Avith

a broken limb ; but though often weary, and

worn with pain, she did not murmur. " She

looked so sweet and placid," remarked a friend

who visited her, " that it was quite instructive to
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sit beside her, she manifested such entire ac-

quiescence in the will of her Heavenly Father,

and such grateful appreciation of the kindness of

her many friends."

Conti-ary to all expectation she was restored,

even at her advanced age, so as to be able

to walk about tlie house and garden with a stick ;

but in 1856, she had an illness which seemed to

bring her to the brink of the grave ; dm-ing this

trial also she was enabled to rest on her Heavenly

Father's love, in thankfulness for aU his blessings,

and the kmdness of her friends. From this bed

of sickness and great prostration she was agam

raised up, to endiu-e a little longer the trials and

conflicts of time ; but whilst she prayed to be

delivered, she endeavoured, in child-hke trust, to

adopt the language, "All the days of my appointed

time will I wait, till my change come."

The assistance of Friends had been required

for her support ; it had been cheerfully given, and

was gi-atefiiUy acknowledged ; wliilst she would

sometimes express a fear lest she should become

burdensome, there were many both in and out

of the Society, of which she was a member,

who felt it a pleasure to add to her comfort ; they

appeared to estimate her humble, thankful, Chris-

tian spirit, Avhich seemed to glow with love and

Idndiiess to all.
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She greatly enjoyed the privilege of being read

to. The precious truths of Scripture were re-

ceived by her in the simplicity of a child repos-

ing in the love of a tender parent, and the

promises of the Gospel often refreshed her spirit.

Sometimes on a Fu'st-day, when her daughter

proposed staying with her, that she might not be

left alone, she would cheerfully say :
" No dear,

go ; I shall not be left alone." After she had ceased

to be able to assemble with Friends for public

worship, she was in the practice of regularly re-

tuing at the appointed time, for this pui-pose, at

her own home, that she might " sit alone, and

keep silence ;" and there is good ground for be-

lieving that these seasons of private devotion were

oftentimes of refi-eshment to her spirit, in which

she was permitted to reahze that " they that wait

upon the Lord, shall renew their strength ;" and

frequently would she remark :
" The Lord is my

shepherd ; I shall not want ; he leadeth me be-

side the stiU waters."

It had been her frequent prayer that her be-

loved daughter and only surviving child might

be vnth. her whenever it might please the Lord

to remove her from this world ; and for the last

eight months she had been her constant and

most affectionate attendant. Wlien the time of
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her end cli-ew near, she still loved to have the

Scriptiu-es read to her, and the First-day before

her death, she had listened vnth much attention

to the fifth chapter of John ; in the evening she

said to her daughter, " Dear, I have been tliinMng

of the chapter thou read to me this morning,"

adding with much feeling, " that I could go to

Christ, and be made whole ; He could heal all my
diseases." The next day she became very poorly,

but sat up as usual, and did a little sewing ; for

she always liked to be employed for herself or

others. The doctor who was sent for did not

apprehend any immediate danger; but ste suffered

much pain till Fourth-day evening, when she be-

came easier, and said to her daughter :
" Dear, I

am going; my breath is becoming shorter and

shorter—I shall not be long." After a few words

of comfort addressed to her by her daughter,

encotu'aging her to trust in Him who had been

Avitli her in six troubles, and who would not for-

sake her in the seventh, she laid quiet for a httle

time, and then looked at her affectionately and

said, " RetiuTi thanks, dear, when I am gone."

She then nearly lost the power of speech ; the

last words that could be understood were " My
Heavenly Father !" With this last effort she

quietly and peacefully fell asleep in Jesus.
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She was greatly beloved by all who knew her,

and it is beHeved that, in her sphere of usefulness,

it would be difficult to find a brighter and more

insti-uctive example of Christian hiimihtj', sim-

phcity and love, and of cheerful resignation and

contentment.

Frances Kitching, 48 1 11 mo. 1858

Haverhill, Suffolk. Wife of Charles Kitching.

Lucy Knight, 38 21 2 mo. 1859

Witham, Essex.

Emma Lamley, 34 14 C mo. 1859

London. Wife of WiUiam Lamley.

She was the daughter of Richard and Elizabeth

Bartlett, and was bom at Bath. Under the

watchful care of her pious mother, who was a

member of the Society of Friends, she was edu-

cated in an orderly and guarded manner, and in

a knowledge of those truths of the Gospel which,

by a heart-felt apphcation to her own experience,

afterwards proved an unspeakable comfort to her

amidst the anxieties and Nacissitudes of life, with

which she soon became famihar. Her subsequent

coui'se is another encouraging instance of the

value of early maternal influence in protecting

the youthful mind fi-om all avoidable contact with

evil.

At the age of fifteen she first began to devote
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herself to the education of young children, an

occupation which she pursued for several yeai-s,

and in wliich she took gi-eat pleasm-e. Wliilst

thus engaged she beUeved it required of her to

use the " plain language," and to lay aside compli-

mentaiy titles in addressing others. From the

conviction that the indulgence of music, which

she had allowed, was inconsistent with her

Chi'istian profession, she also declined using or

teaching it. ^Vhen about nineteen years of age

she was brought into deep affliction by the sudden

removal of her beloved mother, after a few hours

illness. Her father sui'vived a number of years,

and his health having become enfeebled after

piu-suing Ms occupation of stage-coach driver up-

wards of forty years, he ultimately obtained admis-

sion to an alms-house at Bath. Here she was

enabled, by the use of her needle, to afford him

those personal attentions in his last ilhiess which

spring from iihal love and duty, and she had

the satisfaction of beUeving that her being with

liim had been blessed to him, and that he

died in peace.

The various changes of residence and occupa-

tion which tookplace before and after her mother's

decease, appear to have been seasons of spiritual

growth to her, and of increased knowledge of tho
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work and way of the Truth as it is in Jesus—but,

at one time, some acts of dedication to what she

believed to be required of her being injudiciously

applauded, she seems to have suffered loss

—

being " thereby elated in her mind," and, as she

says, " taking the praise to herself instead of

giving it to God." This brought her into much

conflict, and it was some time before the cloud

was removed from her muid.

After her father's decease she removed to Stoke-

Nemngton, where she applied to be received into

membership with the Society of Friends, and

having long been convinced of the soundness of

their Christian principles, and her conduct and

conversation being in accordance with them, her

request was soon compUed with by Devonsliii'e-

House Monthly Meetmg.

In 1854 she was married to WiUiam Lamley,

a union to which she often refeiTed with thank-

fulness. Her health had for some time been

dehcate, and near the beginning of 1855 she was

so reduced as to leave but little prospect of re-

covery. In her illness her Heavenly Father was

pleased to grant her a gracious assurance of accept-

ance with Him. She had for some time beUeved

it to be required of her to speak as a minister of

the Gospel in oui- meetings for worship, and in the
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Teuth mouth of tliat year she first yielded obedi-

ence in this respect—not mthout fear, and an earn-

est desire that she might be preserved in the path

of rehgious duty. Her offerings were mostly very

brief, and made with much humility, and con-

tinued, at intervals, up to the time of her decease.

On this subject she Avrites to a friend :

—

" Under strong feelings of duty I oj)ened my
Ups, uttering a short text of Scripture in Stoke-

Newington Meeting, about six months ago. The

result was a precious feeling of peace, such as the

world cannot give, neither rob us of; for when the

Lord gives quietness, who then can make trouble'?

Prayer seemed the next step of faith—and, imder

a sense that it was required of me, I knelt and

spoke a few words, and felt comfort, beheving as I

did and do, that, if faithful, this is the path re-

quired of me, as the Ught is not given to be hid

under a bushel or a bed, and he that forsaketh

not all that he hath, cannot be the self-denying

follower of Jesus. I do feel it to be a very solemn

imdertaking. May the Lord in his mercy con-

tinue his guidance to me."

From the time of her marriage she and her

husband resided in London, where she cheerfully

exerted herself to increase their income by re-

ceiving Friends and others as temporary boarders.
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Ttiis brought her into contact mth a variety of

characters, some of whom, there is good ground to

beheve, mil long regard thek tarrying at her

house as a time of renewed visitation to their souls.

So watchful was she to embrace opportunities for

expressiag a word in season, that her ordinary in-

tercoiu'se with the passing visitor often left an

enduring impression.

The same object was steadUy kept in view in

her correspondence. In a letter to a fiiend, dated

10 mo. 31, 1856, she thus refers to her experi-

ence :

—

" And, my beloved fiiend, this is how I am led

to view it ; when we were fii'st brought to beheve

La the Lord Jesus, did we not feel justified through

faith in His aU-atoniag blood—made clean through

beheving in the word that this blood of Jesus

Christ cleanseth fi'om aU siu, and beheving, we had

nfe through his name. O, it was a precious time,

the day when first we knew the Lord ! Butsiace

that day, dear M., we have experienced days

of trial, of temptation, of spuitual di-yness, and

again and again have I had to feel my earthly-

miudedness, my wanderiugs, my helplessness and

insufficiency to do what I have wanted to do, even

to promote good and help others. O, how have I

been brought to feel my nothitiguess out of Christ

!
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Jesus said ' mtliout me ye can do notliing,' and I

have found it so. But, O, is it not to teach us that

we must abide in Him, the true and hving vine, by

whose power alone Ave can bring forth fruit, that

we might experience that we can do all things

through Christ strengthening us."

In another letter to the same correspondent, she

writes :
—

" But of late I see that the sense of our

numerous imperfections is not to destroy oiu* hope,

but to humble us, and that we may not look to

self for perfection as though Heaven was merited

by us. Ah, no !
' Christ is the end of the law to

every one that beheveth.' He has perfonned the

whole law perfectly for us. And I do know, and

may grace be given me increasingly to beheve

with my heart, that it is for His sake alone—by

His death and resurrection—thatwe Uve spuitually,

or have any measure of the Holy Spiiit, and it is

only tlii'ough tliis most perfect sacrifice that our

poor imperfect obedience is accepted. His is all

the glory ' who performeth all our good works

in us and for us.' Of ourselves I am sm-e we can

do no good thing. Is this thy belief, Mary ?"

On the first day of the present year she had a

severe attack of illness, under wliich it was sup-

posed for a short time that she had passed away,

but she revived, and was confined to bed several
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weeks. On the 14tii, appearing to be fast sinking,

slie spoke to those around her of " the necessity of

having an interest in Christ in a time hke that,"

and said she felt the assurance that she was in

Christ, and that all would be well with her.

FuUy expecting that, even if she Hved, she would

be deprived of the use of her limbs, entire

resignation to her Heavenly Father's wDl was her

peaceful experience. " She knew," she said, " that

He would not dispense one stroke more than

was needful for her, and she did not desire one

stroke less, but in all things to bow to His Holy

win."

A few days later she received a family visit

from two ministers which was consoling and

strengthening to her. After this visit she was

much impressed with the great need of humility

after having been so favoiu-ed with a sense of the

presence and redeeming love of her Lord and

Saviour, and she earnestly petitioned that in re-

turning to her outward engagements she might

not be suffered to forget that she was but a poor

weak creature, *' a worm of the dust," that she

might ever be clothed with humility, and be per-

mitted to appear with it before her Judge at the

end of time.

After a short stay at Peckham, her healtli so
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much improved that she again attended her o^vn

meeting and several sittings of the Yearly Meet-

ing. She appeared as well as usual till the

10th of Sixth month, vs'hen she was taken veiy

ill with severe pain and sickness, and continued

in great suffering, with Httle intermission, till

witliin a few honrs of her close.

A poor woman for whom she had felt deep

interest, calling to see her, asked if she was happy

;

she said, " Very happy ; I am going home."

During a time of great bodily restlessness she ex-

claimed, " What should I do now if it was not for

the blessed hope I have of a glorious immor-

taUty?"

On seeing the aflfliction of her husband, she

said, " Don't be troubled, dear ; my Heavenly

Father can raise me up even now ; nothing is

impossible with Him." Being answered that he

thought she was passing tlirough the valley—it

might be long, but it would be bright at the end,

she responded :
" O yes, bright and glorious."

About an hour before the close she said; "Peace,

peace ; it is hke Heaven ; sui-ely Jesus himself

must be here shedding his sweet influences over

us. Do you not feel it ? I humbly and reverently

beheve He is. All is perfect peace !" A httle

later she looked up with a sweet smile, and
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exclaimed: "I thank thee, my Heavenly Father

for the glorious change." Soon after she laid

her head on the pillow, and quietly breathed

her last.

Mary Lawe, 52 3 12 mo. 1858

Normanton Spriwj, near Handsworth-Woocl-

house.

John Lea, Reading. 7 14 1 mo. 1859

Son of Hemy and Louisa Lea.

Isabella Lee, Hahtead. 57 27 10 mo. 1858

Wife of James Hall Lee.

Mary Lee, Hahtead. 77 26 8 mo. 1859

Widow of John Lee.

John North Levitt, 45 5 12 mo. 1858

London. Died at Melboiu'ne.

Robert Levitt, 71 3 1 mo. 1859

Coggeshall. An Elder.

John Lister, 70 4 11 mo. 1858

Addingliam.

Arthur Maginnis, 1 12 11 mo. 1858

Dublin. Son of WiUiam and EUzabeth Ma-

ginnis.

Elizabeth Mann, 66 13 9 mo. 1859

Truro. Widow of Thomas Mann.

Mary Mills, 67 8 5 mo. 1859

Lancaster. Wife of Benjamin MOls.

Mary Ann Milner, 63 25 7 mo. 1859

SheflieU. Wife of Charles MUner.
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Elizabeth Moor, 38 8 11 mo. 1858

Tottenham. Daughter of John Moor.

Susanna Morris, 88 11 9 mo. 1859

Beech Lawn, Limerick. Widow of Jonas Morris.

Elizabeth Mullett, 73 1 1 mo. 1859

Wellington. Widow of Edward Mullett.

Mary Napper, 77 19 12 mo. 1858

Newport, Monmouthshire. Widow of Peter

Napper,

Charles Napper, 52 1 3 mo. 1859

Newjwrt, Monmouthshire. Son of P. and M.

Napper.

Hannah Nash, 72 5 2 mo. 1859

Oreat Yarmouth.

Eliza Mary Nickalls, 6 29 1 mo. 1859

Rei(jate. Daughter of Thomas and EUza

Nickalls.

Eliza Nickalls, 40 16 3 mo. 1859

Reigate. Wife of Thomas Nickalls.

Alice Nickalls, 73 14 8 mo. 1859

Chipping Norton. Widow of James Nickalls.

Sarah Norcliffe, 66 22 7 mo, 1859

Burnage, near Stockport.

Jane Oddie, 30 10 8 mo. 1859

Southport. Died at Heidelberg.

Charles William Oxley, 58 15 10 mo. 1858

Clapton, near London.
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Elizabeth Oxley, 42 22 10 mo. 1858

Sudhury. Wife of John Ransome Oxley.

Philip Parkek, 84 5 3 mo. 1859

Chew Magna, Somerset.

Sarah Parsons, 59 24 3 mo. 1859

Wellington.

Catherine Patching, 73 21 3 mo. 1859

Stoke Neivington. Widow of John Patching.

Isaac Patching, Pechham. 83 20 2 mo. 1859

John Burgess Payne, 17 16 6 mo. 1859

Ganterhury.

Edhund Ernest Pearman, 1 4 12 mo. 1858

WalUngford, Berks. Son of Alfred and Mary
Pearman.

Thomas Pearson, 58 7 10 mo. 1858

Burgh, near Carlisle.

Alfred Henry Peckover, 1 12 11 mo. 1858

Plymouth. Son of Joseph and Mary Ann
Peckover.

Mary Ann Peckover, 32 24 4 mo. 1859

Plymouth. Wife of Joseph Peckover.

Priscilla Peers, 56 21 5 mo. 1859

Croydon. Wife of George T. Peers.

John Peile, 71 I 11 mo. 1858

Stanger, Cockermouth.

Ellen Rickman Penney, 29 30 7 mo. 1859

Poole, Dorset. Daughter of Benjamina Penney,
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William Pickaed, 74 20 1 mo. 1859

Wakefield.

John Pickard, 81 2 2 mo. 1859

Sunderland.

Hugh Pickering, 67 5 7 mo. 1859

Oarri Oill, Alston, Cumberland.

Sarah Pontefract, 75 11 3 mo. 1859

Wooldale. Widow of William Pontefract.

Maria Pooley, 72 22 5 mo. 1859

West Ham, near London.

Mary Powell, Kelvedon, 91 12 3 mo. 1859

Essex. Widow of Jonathan Powell.

Barbara Procter, 47 28 9 mo. 1859

Polam, Darlington.

Jane Leah Pumphrey, 38 15 1 mo. 1859

Birmingham. Wife of Josiah Pumphrey, Jun.

Lucy Pumphrey, 13 21 2 mo. 1859

HooTt Norton, Oxfordshire. Daughter of

Edwin and Hannah Pumphrey.

The insti-uctive exhibition of youthful piety

which marked the character of this beloved child,

and the ckcumstances attendant on her sudden

removal, whilst a pupU at Ackworth school, induce

the behef that a short notice of her in these pages

may not be -without benefit to the large number

of children mth whom she so recently associated,

and it is to be hoped to many of the juvenile, and
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perhaps some of the older readers of this little

pubHcation.

Appai'ently in the full bloom of health, dili-

gently avaHing herself of the numerous advan-

tages for mental cultiu'e by which she was

siuTounded, and looking forward to stiU fiu'ther

privileges at York school, upon which it was in-

tended she shovdd enter in a few months, there

seemed much to mark her future with bright

hopes, and anticipations of usefulness on earth;

but He, "whose ways are higher than our ways,"

saw meet, after a few days indisposition, from

which she appeared to be recovering, to check

the cm-rent of retiu"ning health, and to take

her, it is reverently and thankfiilly believed, to

HimseK.

There were evidences in very eai'ly life of the

tenderness of spirit and conscience, which mark

even the httle child as a disciple of the meek

and lowly Saviour. When rather more tlian

three years old, she spent several weeks with a

beloved aunt, who retains sweet recollections of

her thoughtful kindness, her love of tnith, and

her appreciation of rehgiovis subjects. The httle

evening hymn, repeated on going to bed, was

evidently felt and appropriated as the language of

her young heart ; particularly the stanza,
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" Let my sins be all forgiven.

Bless the friends I love so well,

Take me when I die to heaven,

Happy there with thee to dwell."

Her naturally ai'dent, energetic temperament led

her at times to give way to impatience or hasti-

ness of temper; but it was evident, with each

succeeding year, that through submission to the

power of Divine grace, these dispositions were

brought into a great degree of subjection ; so that

a growing gentleness and forbearance were obvious

towards her httle brothers and sisters ; thus, her

example and influence were valuable to her pa-

rents in the training of then* large family, of which

Lucy was the eldest. Her prompt and cheerful

obedience had been strikingly instructive whilst

at home, and similar testimony is borne by the

dear fiiends under whose care she successively

pursued her studies at Ackworth ; all attributing

the consistency and exemplariness of her daily

walk, to a hidden principle of faith and love to

her God and Saviour.

Unassuming and diffident of herself, her course

was marked by Uttle profession ; but the deeply

serious countenance, the tearful eye during de-

votional opportunities in the family, contrasting

strongly with her usual buoyancy of spirits,

evinced not only the susceptibility of her heart
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to religious influences, but that she was really

engaged on these occasions to be found a true

worshipper, whilst her daily walk in life afforded

good evidence that she had heard the voice of the

Heavenly Shepherd, and was endeavouring to

follow it.

Diu'ing her second year at Ackworth, in the

spring of 1858, she passed through a heavy trial,

in the illness and death of a precious little sister.

Her letters, duiing the season of sickness and

Buffering, show how deeply anxious she felt as to

the issue, and evince a thoughtfulness and ma-

tiuity beyond her years. In the prospect of los-

ing this beloved one, she tells " how hard she

felt it to beUeve that all would be ordered for the

best ;" but when that prospect was realized, and

she thought of " the blank there would be in the

vacation," she tiu'ned from her own sense of loss

to endeavoiu- to minister comfort to her bereaved

parents, adding, " yet she is not lost, but only

gone before ; and is it not a privilege to be able

to say that one of our beloved ones has safely

reached her eternal home ? one tiny bark safely

anchored in the celestial haven, to be for ever

under the care and protection of the Divine Mas-

ter. I have often thought, during yesterday and

to-day, of a little text that was mentioned in

p2
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Scripture-scliool the other night :
' Himself hath

doue it!' O what a blessed thought—all our

Savioiu''s doing, and all for our good." There

was e%ddently in dear Lucy, during the vacation

of 1858, an increased seriousness and ripening of

character. She returned to Ackworth with her

brother and sister, over whom she exercised a

kind, judicious, and watchful care. To all, both

teachers and schoolfellows, she continued to

endear herself. The solemnity of her counte-

nance, (for it was more than seriousness,) during

meetings and the Scripture readings, was so

striking, as deeply to impress and instruct others

older than herself.

Until within a few weeks of her decease, she had

enjoyed remarkably good health. At the begin-

ing of the year a few cases of an epidemic sore

tlu'oat, then very extensively prevalent in many

parts of the country, appeared in the school. In

the instance of one of the girls affected by it,

after the disease had appeared to yield to medical

treatment, other alarming symptoms supervened,

and the dear child was carried off, after a few

hours of much suffeiing, from Angina Pectoris.

This event was calculated deeply to affect the

other children, and it was aUuded to with much

feeling by dear Lucy. She appeared previously
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to have been impressed with the great uncertainty

of life, and had spoken with much seriousness to

her httle sister about it. The complaint now

appeared in a mild form in her sister, and though

from its infectious natui'e, it was not deemed suit-

able for them to meet, she showed her tender

concern by writing Uttle pencil notes, and other

kind attentions. Soon after her sister recovered,

Lucy had the complaint in an aggravated foi-m, and

was removed to the niu-sery. She wrote to her

parents, endeavouring to aUay their anxiety, and

speaking of the great kindness she received ; but

her mother felt best satisfied to attend on her

precious child at such a time and watch the pro-

gress of the illness. This was a great comfort to

Lucy; and though from the state of the throat

at first, and afterwards from weakness, her voice

was seldom raised above a low wliisper, and there

could be but Httle conversation, yet the dear girl

often responded to a remark by a significant

move of the head, or a bright inteUigent smile ;

and the quiet Scriptm-e readings by her bedside,

sometimes followed by the voice of prayer, witli

the evidently sweet state of the child's mind, are

fuU of thoughts of comfort and peace.

From tlie time of her mother's ai-rival, there

was evident improvement ; her throat recovered
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its healthy state, and she was allowed to take the

fresh air, and mingle a little with her relatives in

social iutercoui'se. One evening she joined in a

game at cap-verse ; dear Lucy whispering several

of the stanzas of the " Voice from heaven," and

other heautiful verses. The next day she

seemed not so well, and though no cause of alarm

at first appeared, it was soon evident that all was

not right. There was an anxious expression on

the sweet face ; but in reply to her mother's

inquiries, she generally said, " No pain, mamma,
only such a weight." This, with the accompany-

ing sense of exhaustion, she bore with uncom-

plaining patience, and sometimes enjoyed a Httle

reading. When allusion was made to the dear

Saviour, imder the character of the good Shep-

herd, and his watchful care over us, and she was

encouraged to cast her every burden on him, she

responded, " I do try mamma."

On waking, under the feeling of much oppres-

sion, she said :
" I wish I could be more patient,

mamma." She was assured there had been no

marks of impatience ; but if tempted with the

feehng, she was encoui'aged to flee to the Saviour,

who loved her, and whom she loved, to which she

feelingly answered, " I think I do, mamma."

These were nearly her last words. After a time
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of uneasiness, she appeared again to sleep peace-

fully ; from this she was aroused by a sense of

acute pain—this was but momentary—for the

rupture of one of the vessels of the heart speedily

announced the end to be near, and, unconscious

of the parting from those she loved on earth, her

spirit was gently dismissed from its mortal tene-

ment, and permitted to take its flight to the

ransomed ones in heaven.

Those who had marked the unobtrusive piety

of her brief, exemplary life, beaiing daUy evidence

tliat she was one of the purchased lambs of the

Saviour's fold, could take sweet comfort as they

gazed on the lifeless remains, hi the assured be-

lief, that though there had been but Httle opportu-

nity for expression, she was at rest in Jesus.

Sarah Kadfobd, 77 28 7 mo. 1859

Whitechajiel, London. Widow of Richard

Radford.

William Rake, 63 16 12 mo. 18.58

Birmingham.

Thomas Mabtin Randall, 73 23 8 mo. 1859

Shallouford, Staffordshire.

Saeah Ravis, 77 24 12 mo, 1858

IsUjigton.

Sarah Reedeb. 80 14 10 mo. 1858

Sheffield.
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Joseph Reynolds, 90 31 1 mo. 1859

Bristol.

Jane Reynolds, 88 29 6 mo. 1859

Farringdon. Widow of Richard Reynolds.

This dear friend in early hfe was deprived of

both her parents, and for many years filled the

office of governess, either in private families or as

an assistant to a beloved aunt, and the affectionate

estimation in wliich she was held by her various

pupils, proved the watchful and kind soUcitude for

their welfare, which there is reason to believe she

iiniformly maintained.

On her maniage vpith Richard Reynolds of

Farringdon—whom she sm-vived for some years

—

she removed to that place, and not only fulfilled

with much sweetness and propriety her duties as

a wife and relative, but was enabled in her new

sphere of life to exercise more extensively those

benevolent dispositions which remained so lively

even to an advanced age.

Warmly attached to the piinciples of our reli-

gious Society, and a consistent upholder of our

peculiar testimonies, she yet cherished the most

extensive Hberality of sentiment and practice

towards those who " loved the truth as it is in

Jesus;" and never was her heart shut or her

hand closed when requested to assist any who
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she believed sincerely sought the extension of

the Saviour's kingdom.

A large addition in later years to her income

seemed but to increase the desire to "do good and

distribute ;" and as her deUcate health i^revented

much personal exertion, she felt and expressed

gratitude to those who called upon her to sohcit

her contributions. " It is / who should feel

obliged," she said, in answer to some thanks ex-

pressed for her liberality, " / sit here and only

give, you take aU the trouble of coming to me

;

no, it is I who should thank you."

It was a beautiful featm-e in her character that

she loved to dwell to the latest period of her hfe

on acts of kindness received when young from

those " on whom," she said she " had no claim;"

and numerous were the instances in which she

more than returned to the descendants of those

who had once been in more prosperous circum-

stances, the attentions which had been shown her

in her youth.

In this short sketch of the life of our deai- and

honored friend we can only give a faint outline

of some of her traits of character. Those who had

the privilege of near intercourse with her could

not but observe great dignity of manner, and

there was in aU she said or did a complete
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refinement, and the quiet rebuke wliich gome-

times came fi-om tlie speaking eye, would be

sufficient to put a stop to any appeai-ance even of

unseemly mirth in her presence : this apparent

hauteiu' was ever blended with Christian gi-ace,

and, did any need counsel or advice, there was no

one more ready or quahfied to pour in the balm of

consolation to the suifeiiag and afflicted heart.

Her hteraiy taste was of a superior order, and

she greatly appreciated the works of those who, by

their talented writuigs, have done honour to their

age. She doHghtcd in poetry, and had a keen

appreciation of the sublime language of ]Milton

and the chaste strains of Cowper, in fact, every

kind of hterature of an elevating character. The

waitings of the early Friends were also greatly

studied and valued, although to a very limited ex-

tent compared to the time she devoted to the

reading of and meditation on the Holy Scriptures.

Her humility of mind was very striking ; her

deeds of charity—her prayerful hfe—her circum-

spect conduct, were as nothing to her in the

prospect of that heavenly home " to which," she

said, a few weeks before her death, " I feel I am
nearing."

But the hope of an entrance into one of the

mansions prepared for the behever, wliich with
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much diffidence she ventured to cherish, was, she

frequently declared, grounded only on the atoning

sacrifice offered without the gates of Jerasalem,

Through the blood shed for the remission of sins,

she looked alone for acceptance with the Father,

and He who had been her morning Ught, and

became her evening song, has, it is reverently be-

lieved, presented her " piu'e and faultless before

the Throne." It may be truly said " she fell

asleep in Jesus."

The beautiful hues -^Titten by Montgomery on

the death of Richard Reynolds of Bristol are

equally appHcable to her :—

" Behold the bed of death

;

This pale and lovely clay

;

Heard ye the sob ofparting breath ?

Mark'd ye the eye's last ray?

No ! life so sweetly ceased to be,

It laps'd in immortality."

Joshua Henry Richardson, 10 25 4 mo. 18.59

Aberdelghy, Lisburn. Son of Joshua P. and

Susan L. Richardson.

John Richardson, 60 26 4 mo. 1859

Neiveastle-on-Tyne.

Mary Richardson, 2 30 6 mo. 1859

PcnJeeth. Daughter of Frederick and Sarah

Richardson.

Q



170 ANNUAL MONITOR.

Frederick Backhouse

Richardson, 2 10 8 mo. ISo'J

Norton, near Stockton, Son of Joseph and Ann
Eliza llichardson.

John Rickman, 8.5 16 5 mo. 1859

Wellinglmm, near Leues.

Mary Ann Rickman, 71 2 10 mo. 1859

George Ridgway, 22 2 7 mo. 1859

] Vaterford. Sou of Henry and Sarali Ridgway.

William Risely, 60 15 8 mo. 1859

Winchmore Hill.

Thomas Robinson, Kendal. 66 4 mo. 1859

John Robinson, 64 7 4 mo. 1859

Cheetham Hill, Manchester.

Rebecca Rokes, 31 26 1 mo. 1859

Reading. Wife of James Rokes.

Ann Rose, 85 5 6 mo. 1859

Coalhroohdale. Widow of Daniel Rose.

James Ryley, Liverpool.

William Satterthwaite,

Lancaster.

John Shackleton,

Weston-super-Mare.

Fanny Shackleton,

South Brent, Sidcot.

William Shepherd,

Croft House, Pardshaw.

I. 56
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Ann Shipley, 64 8 2 mo. 1859

Uttoxeter. Wife of Joseph Sliipley.

Ann Sholl, 53 8 2 mo. 1859

Stoke-Neuington. Wife of James Sholl.

James Simms, 4 25 7 mo. 1859

Chipping-Norton. Son of Charles P. and Maria

Simms.

Hannah Maria Smith,
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lengtlieucil uotice of tliis dear and valued friend;

but as vai-ious sketches of his character and

laboui-s have akeady been presented to Friends,

and as a more complete memoir of his life is in

course of preparation, it is most in accordance

with the wishes of those, whose feelings are en-

titled to our tenderest consideration, that but

little should be said respecting him in these

We feel that one has been taken from amongst

us, whose life was a continuous illustration of the

practical character of vital Chi-istianity.

Deeplj'- feeling the corruption of his heart, Ms
own unnumbered actual transgi-essions, and his

absolute need of a Saviour for pardon and accept-

ance nith his Maker, he reverently and cordially

accepted the Gospel as the only remedy for the

sins and sorrows of fallen man ; and thus was

enabled to cast himself -unreservedly upon the

mercy of God in Christ, and to prove in his own

happy experience, that God can be just, and yet

the justifier of him that beUeveth in Jesus.

Joseph Sturge was a "man of an humble and

contrite spirit, entertaiuing very low views of

himself, and ofliis spmtual attaimnents; yet was

he a happy Christian, and a sharer, in no small

measure, of the peace and joy there is in
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lielieving. In liis laborious course he continually

recognized the responsibilty of his stewardship,

and in the discharge of his trust he rendered a

willing service ; and was cheered and animated

by the hope which enters within the vaU, and is

fuU of immortahty.

For several months before liis death our dear

friend was sensible that his strength declined, and

symptoms of disease of the heart were so clearly

indicated as to occasion his friends considerable

anxiety.

In the prospect of having soon to retu'e from

active service in those fields of Christian pliilan-

tliropy in which he had so long laboured, he

took a joiu'ney last spring into some of the

northern coimties, accompanied by one or two of

his faithful coadjutors, with the view ofawakening

an interest in the minds of liis younger fiiends in

the cause of permanent and universal peace. His

unadorned, but forcible and feeling addresses at

some of the meetings which were then convened,

will not soon be forgotten. There was, too, in his

social intercoui'se so cheerful a seriousness, and

such an atmosphere of love about him that on one

occasion a young man, after attending liim to the

railway station, remarked that he seemed on the

verge of Heaven.

q2
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After returning liome his health so materially

failed that he hesitated as to the proj^riety of

of securing lodgings in London during the Yearly

Meeting, then nearly at hand ; and when at length

he decided on engaging them, his sense of the un-

certainty which hung over the future was indicated

by the remark—" We know the worst ; if they

are taken, they have but to be paid for." After this

he rallied considerably, and during the week—on

the closing day of wliich he died—he was fall of

active occupation, and appeared quite up to his

later standard of health.

In the autumn of last year, in company with an

intimate fiiend, he spent a few days in the neigh-

boiu-liood of Bewdley, and when conversing with

him, during one of their rui-al walks, Joseph

Sturge spoke of the uncertainty of his time on

earth, and remarked that his nature shrunk iu-

stinctively from the mortal struggle—no imcom-

mon experience, even with those who, through

redeeming mercy, know the sting of death to

be removed. His friend repeated a few stanzas

of a hymn expressive of the prayer to be spared a

lingering illness and the agony of dying. "Ah !" he

replied, " that just expresses my feelings." Inthe

gracious condescension of his Heavenly Father, he

was mercifuUy exempted from a lengthened con-

flict.
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On Sixth day, the 13th of Fifth month, he

ai^i^eared quite as well as, if not better than

usual. After his clear boy had retired to rest, he

went, as was his fi-equent practice, to his cham-

ber, and gave him counsel on various subjects, to

which he mshed to turn his attention during his

own absence in London. Before he left the room

he was engaged to bend the knee in prayer by

the bedside of his beloved cMld, closing mth the

petition for his family, that " in heaven not one

of them might be missing."

He rose the next morning with a distressing,

continued cough ; but did not allow it to prevent

him from retiring as usual before he left his

chamber, to an adjoining closet, for the piu-pose

of reading in the New Testament. He then

caJled one of his httle daughters to prepare to

join him in his wonted horseback exercise, be-

fore breakfast. On returning to his room with

the cough unabated, and feehng increasingly

unwell, he sat down at the foot of the bed, and

said to his wife, "I am very ill." Remedies

were quickly resorted to, to afford rehef, but in

vain. His brothers were sent for; the window

was opened, and before this oui- dying friend

knelt for some minutes, apparently engaged in

broken sentences of ejaculatory prayer. For a
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short time liis bodily sufferings were severe, and

he soon became quite unable to speak. He was

Lifted on to the bed, and the agony lulled into the

faintness of death ; a heavenly expression over-

spread his countenance, and so gentle was the

dismissal, that no marked change denoted the

precise moment of his departure. " Mark the

perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end

of that man is peace."

Lucy Lidbetter Swift, 6 2 7 mo. 1859

Bradford, Yorkshire. Daughter of Timothy

and Fanny Swift.

This dear child evinced a quickness of per-

ception, both in intellectual and spuitual things,

beyond what is usual at that early period of life

;

but which is not unfrequently seen in those whom

the good Shepherd is designing shortly to gather

into the fold above. Let not a comparison of

their experience with that of any youthful reader,

administer discouragement. The all-important

work may be accomplished in a longer or shorter

tune, according to the Divine will ; and it is cause

for thankfulness, in this instance and that of other

children referred to in the Annual Monitor, that

the Holy Spirit did, when so very young, visit

them with his influences,— direct them to the

Saviour who died for them, and engage their

hearts to love and to follow him.
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Luey taught lierseK to read with very Httle

assistance, and took delight in the Old and New
Testaments, and those books which simply un-

fold theii- meaning ; often answering questions on

the portions she had been reading with great

facility.

About three weeks before her Ulness, she said,

as she was sitting down v/ith her hymn book,

" O these happy First-days, I love them." The

Annual Monitor and "Youthful Pilgi-ims" were

among her favourites, though she told her mother

she could not help crying as she read the

accounts.

During her last few months, she often spoke of

death, and showed increasing tenderness of con-

science, and fear of offending herHeavenly Father

,

and felt the comfort of having been taught to pray.

She was fond of -miting, and among the pieces

of paper on which she had copied little things,

was one with thewords, "Grodcanseeme, God can

hear me, G-od can help me ;"' mth this stanza

added

:

" There is beyond the sky,

A heaven of joy and love
;

And holy children, when they die,

Go to that world above."

Her complaint—water on the bram—did not

admit of her conversing much with her beloved
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parents. One day she asked for the account of

Joseph Harvey, but could not bear much to be

read to her. Another time she said she was not

afraid to die. A state of unconsciousness soon

followed, during which it is thankfully believed,

the undying spiiit passed into the presence of

that dear Saviour, who said, " Suffer little chil-

dren to come unto me."

Eva Saul Swinbohn, 6 26 10 mo. 1858

Oxford-street, Westminster. Daughter of John

D. and Mary Swinbom.

EsTHEE Sykes, f) 17 5 mo. 1859

Birmingham. Daughter of John and Ehzabeth

S. Sykes.

Eliza Gulielma Taylor, 12 7 1 mo. 1859

Neiv Gross, Deptford. Daughter of John and

Sophia Taylor.

Hannah Thistlethwaite, 83 2 10 mo. 1858

Leeds. Widow of John Thistlethwaite.

This dear friend was the wife of John Thistle-

thwaite of Leeds, a worthy minister, of whom there

is a short notice in the Annual Monitor for 1836.

From her o^na. account, it appears " that her heart

was tendered in early life under the visitations of

the Holy Spirit," so that she was often broken

into tears. "I loved to be alone," she says, " that

I might enjoy the sweetness of Heavenly love,
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wliicli seemed to fill my soiil ; and I longed to

know more of God, and of the love of Christ, who

came into the worid to save suaners ; for at that

early age I felt that I was a smner, often doing

things that I ought not to do, which brought me
into sorrow, under the convictions of the Holy

Spirit, and I could not be happy until favoured

with a sense of the pardoning love of God,

through Jesus Christ, my Saviour."

Though thus early blessed, under the work of

Di\ine grace in her heart, she had often to mourn

over her o^^-n unfaithfulness ; but whilst himibly

acknowledging her improfitableness, she could

thankfully rejoice in the goodness and mercy of

her Heavenly Father which had followed her all

the days of her hfe. In allusion to the grace

bestowed upon her, notwithstanding her utter

unworthiuess, she exclaimed, " yet the treasiu-e is

not taken away ; what mercy—what love !"

She was diligently occupied in keeping a day

school in her native village, till her marriage,

when she became a true help-meet to her hus-

band, who had a large family by a former wife.

She cheerfully united her efforts with his in

endeavouring to "provide things honest in the

sight of men" for their support, willingly shar-

ing the care and sohcitude coimected Mith the
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circumstances of their clieckered life ; and when,

after having been united nearly twenty-four years,

her beloved husband was about to be removed

from her, she was a tender and faithful nui-se

to him tlu'ough a lengthened dechne, prepared

gratefully to commemorate the sustaining help

and comfort graciously vouchsafed duiing this

season of afiUction.

Trials of a pecuhar kind awaited her after her

husband's decease, and her faith was closely

proved ; but He who had been -with her before,

did not now forsake her in the day of trouble.

She was enabled to "endui-e chastening;" and

there is reason to beheve that her afHictions were

blessed to her soul, and made the means of con-

firming her ill the faith and hope of the Gospel,

BO that in the midst of tiibulation she could some-

times rejoice and give thanks.

\\Tien far advanced in years she felt a strong

desu-e to retiu-n to her native village, and in the

spring of 1858, lodgings were accordingly taken

for her at Headingley. But soon after her settle-

ment there, wliich she much enjoyed, she was

taken very ill. The painful nature of her com-

plaints, and the long continuance of her suffeiings,

were a great trial to her patience, but, enabled to

maintain her trust in the Redeemer,s faithfuhiess
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and love, his grace was found to be sufficient for

her in the hour of need.

She often spoke of " the mercy of God in Christ

Jesus, and of the marvellous work which the

Saviour accomplished for us, and the greatness

of his love which made him willing to bear the

sins of a fallen world ;" adding, " the thought

of our own individual sins seems enough to sink

us—but He bore them all."

She was very grateful for the kindness of her

many friends, and her heart overflowed with love

to aU, wliilst her desire for the welfare of our re-

ligious Society was manifested with much earnest-

ness even a short time before her decease. Under

continued physical sufferhig, she was comforted

by the visit of a fnend from a distance, and

mercifully sustained by the " everlasting arms,"

being enabled with the confidence of a httle child

to rest upon her Saviour—waituig for her re-

lease, yet longing, with sweet submission, to flee

away and be at rest. Even when articulation

had become imperfect she was heard to exclaim

with much emphasis " Lamb of God !" showing

where her confidence was placed to the last, tiU

she ceased to breathe. Truly descriptive of her

experience seem to be the lines

—
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" With many a conflict, many a doubt,

Fighting within, and fears without

:

O Lamb of God, I come!"

Sam CEL Eves Thompson, 20 11 10 mo. 185R

Liscard, near Liverpool. Son of Nathaniel

Thompson.

William Thompson, 2H 4 mo. 1859

Manchester.

Joseph Thornton, Halifax. 7G 17 12 mo. 1858

Mauy Hannah Thorp, 3 13 9 mo. 1859

Hull. Daughter of James and Amelia Thorp.

Ann Thruckston, 08 7 mo. 1859

Stoke-Neuington.

Hannah Tothill, 72 21 1 mo. 1859

Bristol. Wife of Wilham TotliiU.

Arabella Matilda

TuNSTALL, Gloucester. 38 6 3 mo. 1859

Wife of William C. Tmistall.

Louisa Tyler, Reading. 23 28 12 mo. 1858

Daughter of John and Eliza Tyler.

The earher years of the subject of this shott

notice do not appear to have been distinguished

by anything that calls for remark ; and it was

not vmtil towards tlie close of 1855, when she

nursed a beloved brother in a deep decline, that

her friends observed those cheering evidences of

the work of true rehgion in her heart which
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characterized the short remaining period of her Hfe.

During her brother's illness she appeared in

usual health, and was enabled to minister to his

temporal and spiritual wants -^dth much tender

affection.

About three months after his decease her own

health began to give way, and when recovery

became doubtful, she freely conversed with her

friends respecting her state. She often told them

they would have to give her up before long, ex-

pressing her fuU belief in the mercy of her

Saviour ; and, not\^dthstaudi)ig her prospects in

life were unusually bright, she said she was ready

and wilhng to give up aU for His sake who died

for sinners. Her Ulness proved a protracted one,

gradually assuming the same form as that of her

brother, and on a friend remarldng that he

feared she had taken the complaint wliilst nursing

him, she repUed that it was very likely her death

might be accelerated a year or two in consequence,

but added, " I do not regret it ; I was in my path

of duty, and I have no doubt it is rightly ordered

that I should be removed early. I feel very happy

in the prospect of my decease, and I could not feel

any more so a few years hence."

In writmg to her brother and sister not long

before her death, the state of her feehngs is
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iusti-uctively exliibited by the remark, " I wish to

impress on your minds the importance of con

tinually asking your Heavenly Father for more

faith ; do try and leave all things to One who

doeth all things well— ' let not your heart be

troubled ; in my Father's house ai-e many man-

sions ; if it were not so, I woiild have told you

;

I go to prepare a place for you.' I trust and

beheve that before you read this I shall occupy

one of those mansions prepared for us, and that

you and yom- precious darlings may meet me
tlicre, is the earnest prayer of your affectionate

sister."

As her weakness increased she often prayed for

patience to endure to the end. She lingered on

untU TOthin three days of the close of 1858, when

she peacefully breathed her last. " Blessed are

the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth,

saith the Spiiit, for they shall rest from their

labours and their works do follow them."

Ann Waddington, Si 8 11 mo. 1858

Birhenhead, near Liverpool. Widow of John

Waddington.

Sahah Waite, Dorking, 66 8 4 mo. 1859

Widow of John Robinson Waite.

Isaac Walkeb, 67 26 12 mo. 1858

Eaglesjield, Pardshaw.
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Ann Walker, Doncaster. 76 23 3 mo. 1859

Ann Walker, 37 24 4 mo. 1859

Darley, Yorkshire.

Mart Hildyard Walker, 20 2 7 mo. 1859

Scarborough. Wife of Hemy Walker.

Frances Walker, 76 23 7 mo. 1859

Stolie-Newinijton.

Stephen Waller,

Ipsivich.

Ann Waller, Ipswich.

Widow of Stephen Waller.

Ann Wallis, London.

Joseph Waring,

Ballinclay, Ireland.

John Watson, Leeds.

Mary Watson,

Neircastle-on-Tijne

.

Mary Watson.

Michael Watson,

North Shields.

Sarah Welham, Kirtley, 68 7 10 mo. 1858

near Lowestoft. Widow of Jolin Welliam.

Kebecca Wells, 68 29 3 mo. 1859

Slupston-on-Stour. A Minister. Wife of George

Wells.

Mary Wheeler, 89 19 4 mo. 1859

Stroud, Kent. A Minister.

r2

82
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Alfred White, Eochdale, 18 17 12 rao. 1«58

George Amos Wuite, 21 2 6 mo. 1859

Sons of Henry ond Catherine White.

Thomas Wigham, 72 9 1 mo. 1859

Low Mill, Conncood, Northumberland. An

Elder.

Ellen Wilkie, Newport, C 19 2 mo. 1859

Isle of Wiijht. Daughter of George Wilkie.

Ann Wilkinson, 52 25 9 mo. 1859

Pointon, near Stochport. Widow of Joseph

Wilkinson.

William Robert Williams, 24 81 7 mo. 1859

New Ross, Ireland. Sou of Joseph and Sarah

Wilhams.

Henry Wilson, Kendal, 20 19 12 mo. 1858

Son of John Jowitt Wilson.

Charlotte Wilson, 35 29 4 mo. 1859

Bradford, YorksJdre. Wife of John Wilson.

The removal of this dear friend, in the prime

of life, and without any previous appearance of

failing health, not only proved a deep aflfliction to

her bereaved husband and near connections, but

was much felt also by many of her friends who

had watched with interest the matmiug of her

Christian character, and the hopeful indications

it gave of a growing preparation for future useful-

ness : and it may not be improfitable to survivors
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to gather up a few of the fragments which remain

of her Ufe and experience.

She was the daughter of Samuel and Catherine

Marsh, of Sti-atford, and the youngest of niae

childi-en, six of whom survive her, and there is

good ground to beheve that at a very early period

of her youth she became the subject of the

gracious influences of the Holy Spirit, and was

led, in earnest prayer, to acquaint herself with

God, that she might find peace with Him through

Jesus Christ. The uniform sweetness, and the

loving, unselfish devotedness to her iilial and re-

lative duties, which marked her course, combined

with firmness of character and steady perseverance

in what she beUeved to be right, bore evidence

that rehgion with her was not a superficial work,

but that the love which she felt to the Savioiu-

continually prompted the earnest desii-e to keep

His commandments,—the fervent prayer to be

enabled to maiatain " the watch and the warfare"

against aU e^il, and to become entirely conformed

to the -nill of her Heavenly Fatlier.

With increasing years these traits of her cha-

racter were stiU further developed. The depth

and tenderness of her afi'ection for those to whom
she was most closely united were very striking

—

and not less marked was the sympathy she felt
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for the trials and sufferiiigs of otliers, whilst it

was often instructive to witness the calmness, the

fortitude and patience which she exliibited, when

she herself had to endiu'e trials and severe suffer-

ing, even under cu-cumstances of danger ; then it

was seen that her trust was strong in the watchful

care of her Heavenly Father, and that, looldng in

faith to Jesus, his grace was found sufficient for

her.

For the last ten years of her life she had been

in the practice of occasional!}' recordhig her

feelings, and it is interesting to mark her prevail-

ing desu-e to maintain that close and humble walk

with God, in which, while it led to deep self-

abasedness, she found both strength and joy. A
few of these memoranda \d]l suffice to show the

character of her mental exercises. Some months

after the decease of her dear mother she -UTites

:

Tenth month, 1st, 1849. " ' The sorrows of my
heart are enlarged,' is very often the language of

my silent mourning, and I would add, ' O, in

thine own good time, bring Thou me out of my
distresses, but not until all that Thou wouldst is

accomplished in me,—Amen.' How truly we have

no continuing city here ; and O how earnestly do

I desire that, in my daily life and conversation, I

might prove that I am seelring one to come, even
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that better countiy which can alone remain un-

changing, for all here must perish."

Fourth month, 10th, 1850. " The conflicts of

my spirit are very great, they seem more so be-

cause of my great wealmess ; but O, I fervently

pray, in His name through whom alone the

breatliings of my spirit can be made accept-

able, that my Heavenly Father in his infinite

mercy would set my feet as upon a rock, that I

might not be moved. He alone knoweth my secret

suffeiing, whether from smaller or greater causes,

and into his hand do I desu'e unreservedly to

commit my all, my present and my future path.

O lead me and guide me every moment, and keep

me imder the shadow of Thy wing, for there, and

there only can I be safe."

Fifth month, 16th, 1850. " Very lonely iu spuit

and low, but remember He in whom I trust has

all power.

' Each lonely thought, each silent tear,

Each faltering hope, each anxious fear,

To thine Ahnighty Friend are known,

And sayest thou I am alone ?'

"

Second month, 13th, 1851.

" My spirit the sea-bird's serenity craves,

Composed in the tempest, at rest on the waves."

Eleventh month, 8th, 1852. " Very poor, very
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destitute, and utterly unable ofmyselfto do anything

right, such is the feeUng of my heart ; but more

fervent than I can express, is my desire to be led

and guided in all tilings by Him who can alone

dii'ect aright,

—

to be purged from all uncleanness,

and to strive to serve Him daily and hourly with

a pure heart fervently—to rule our little household

and domestic matters mth discretion, decision,

firmness, and in love,—to be more thoughtful and

attentive, and unselfish towards all, seeldng and

rejoicmg rather in the good and happiness of

others than my own, and above all to keep a

single eye unto Him who- gi-aciously careth for

us. O that I might daily love Him more and

more, and strive to serve Him better, and that

He would, in His great mercy, lead me step by

step ill the way that I should go, and enable me

to follow in that way unquestioning, whatever be

its nature,—through suffering or rejoicing, desola-

tion or companionship of spirit, looking alike to

Him. Praises be to His name for ever !"

Eleventh month, 5th, 1853. " I feel this morn-

ing afresh the Lord's unspeahaUe tender mercies

toward us, for which, though utterly unworthy,

I would offer the deep thanksgiving of my whole

heart. 0, I do trust and praj^, from the dei)tli of

my spirit, that he would keep all my dear ones
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as in the hollow of his holy hand, that he would

be pleased, in his infinite mercy, to comfort and

sustain, by his alone ayailiug presence, the de-

cline of my precious father, and that when he

may have to pass through the dark valley, he

woiUd comfort him, and sustain him there. For

myself, I would crave forgiveness for the past,

and strength for the future, that in every hour of

my hfe, whether in doiug, iu suffering, or even

in. rejoicuig, all his holy pm-poses concerning me
may be fulfilled. All my trust, all my hope of

acceptance is in Him, who is our only mediator

and intercessor, our ever present advocate, unto

Him would I commit mj all."

The decease of her dear father, to whom she

had been a devoted daughter, and during his last

illness his constant attendant, took place on the

8th of Fu'st month, 1854. In allusion to that

event she oiites

:

Second month, 9th. " The deep anguish of the

8th of last month cannot nor is it needfiil to be

written, but may it and all the tender but tin-

merited mercies of Him, who I reverently beheve,

notwithstanding our numberless sius of omission

and commission, doth care for us, never, never

be forgotten : bowed in deep prostration of spirit

and inexpressible weakness, I would yet crave in
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Hi8 name, who is our only mediator, O under-

take for me ; and in all my future way, may His

wiU, not mine, be done."

On her father's house being given up, and her

going to reside with a married sister, she writes,

Tliird month, 15th. " I have left Upton Place,

the scene of sorrows and of joys. that with an

outward change there might be also an inward

;

and -wilt thou, O my Father, keep me in all my
future ways

!"

In the spiing of 1855 she was married to John

Wilson, of Bradford. She deeply felt the respon-

sibility of her new position ; but, having humbly

sought and obtained, as she ventured to believe,

a higher sanction than her own wiU in this im-

portant step, she was favoured to enjoy a large

share of domestic happiness in connection with

it. At the end of the year, she makes the follow-

ing memorandum

:

Twelfth month, 31st, 1855. "Howmany changes

have marked the year that has closed, and what

truly precious treasm-es have been given me,—

a

husband bound tome by the tenderest ties, and now

my first-bom son. O that the constant language

of my spuit might be, what shall I render unto

the Lord for all his benefits ? Forgiveness for the

past and strength for the future is indeed my
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Ijresent craving, to be enabled, in the strength

wliich he alone can give, as wife, as mother, and as

misti'ess, as well as in every other relation of life, to

do as He would have me ; and O may the thanks-

giving of my spirit ascend with acceptance before

Him, and may his blessing rest npou us all

!

Amen, saith my sonl."

In her new sphere the imobtmsive Idndness,

and the Christian consistency and cu'cimispection

of her walk, soon gained her the love and confi-

dence of the cu'cle of Friends with whom she

was brought to mingle ; her hidden worth could not

be concealed, nor fail to be appreciated bj^ them.

On being selected for a little service m her own

meetmg, she remarks

:

Sixth month, 13th, lf^58. " Appointed assistant

Clerk to the Preparative Meeting ; I feel utterly

weak. O that I could be more Avatchful ! that all

my conversation might be ordered aright, and

that I might be wholly His, whom I desire to

serve."

Although not insensible to the kind attentions

and good opinion of others, yet such was the

low estimate she formed of herself and her own

attainments that, in reference to manifestations of

this land, she Avould feehngly remark :
" Ah, they

aIo not know me, and hoAV unworthy I am of it
!"
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In the same humble state of miiid she penned

almost her last memorandiun, httle thinking, jjer-

haps, at that time, how near to her was the fulfil-

ment of the concluding words :

" Covered mth pollutions, and unworthy to lift

up my eyes unto Him who is of purer eyes than

to behold e\al, and who cannot look upon iniquity,

I cling to the foot of the Cross. He who knoweth

the depravity of my heart hnoweth also how fer-

vently at this moment I do crave forgiveness. O,

I pray that He would spare me to be a blessing to

those whom in His rich and unmerited goodness

He has given me, who truly feel unto me as my
bone and my flesh ; and that in every relation of

Hfe I may seek and be enabled to hve to His

glory. The outpom-ing of my spiiit is unto Him,

and He needetb not words, and O whenever it may

be mine to pass through the dark valley, if I

may but be permitted to enter into His Kingdom,

it vsoll be all of His boundless mercy, herein is

all my trust."

On the i3th Of Fourth month Charlotte Wilson

had an attack of tooth-ache, which continued with

great violence for about twenty-four hours, and

left her quite faint and prostrated. Swelling of

the glands of the mouth and neck, and rapid sup-

puration followed, accompanied with a high
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degree of fever. Though at first no serious

apprehensions were entertained, a few days ill-

ness very much reduced her strength, and other

sjTnptoms appearing—her hfe soon became very

precarious. In reply to a remark of her husband

that she seemed very iU, she said :
" Ah ! my

darUng, what should I do had I to j^rejuire now,

with aU this fever and illness ?"

Her complaints assuming a stiU more alarming

aspect, additional medical ad\ace was obtained,

and, on beuig informed by her husband that her

case was considered a very critical one, the dear

sufferer received the inteUigence with her wonted

calmness, and in response to a remark that all

was in the hands of an aU-wise Creator, she said :

" O yes ! He knows best."

Her dear sister E. P. had been telegraphed,

and, on her arrival late in the evening of tlie 28th,

she received her with gi-eat composiu'e and cheer-

fulness. Great quietness of body and mind had

been strictly enjoined, and, even at that period of

her illness, those about her still indulged a hope

that her precious life might yet be spared, not

being then aware of the real type which the

disease had ah'eady assiuned; but when towards

morning there appeared to be a decided change,

and her husband intimated his fear that she was
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about to be taken from liim, and iuqiiired whether,

if it should be the wUl of their Heavenly Father to

remove her, she felt comfortable in the prospect,

she rephed :
" I have nothing to trust to of my

own; I can only cling to the foot of the Cross."

On being again asked if she felt her Saviour

near, she said, " I trust he ^\ill be with me in
—

"

'' the hour of need," being supphed, she added

with much earnestness, " Tliis is my hour of

need."—Afterwards to her husband, " We shall

not be really separated, dearest. May Jesus

keep thee close to himself, and we shall meet

again in heaven." In reference to her httle boy

she said to her husband, with a look of much

eai-nestness and sweetness, " Train him for hea-

ven ;" and on his being taken into her room to

Mss her, she smiled cheerfully at him ; but neither

this nor any thing else seemed to disturb her

calm self-possession; all care and anxiety ap-

peared to be mercifully taken away, which, con-

sidering her peculiarly sensitive and affectionate

disposition, was the greater cause for thankful-

ness. About eight o'clock she became faint, and

shortly afterwards, her redeemed spirit was

gently released, it is consolingly believed, to be

for ever with the Lord.

In her earlier days our beloved friend occasion-
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ally expressed her tliouglits in poetry. The

follo'n'ing production of her pen may not unsuit-

ably close this brief sketch.

"We all do fade as a leaf."

—

Isa. lxiv. 6.

As the spring's tender leaflet before 'tis expanded.

From the stem where it grew may too rudely be torn.

Even so may the fair little ni;rsling be landed

On a happier shore in its infancy's dawn.

As the sun, when he shines in meridian splendour,

May cause some choice floweret to droop 'neath his ray,

Even thus may frail manhood his vigour surrender,

And sink with the bui-den and heat of the day.

We gaze on the rich tints of autumn, admiring

How nature exhausted falls gently asleep.

Even thus, from the cares of this vain world retiring,

Man rests from his labours—and why should we weep ?

As a leaf we all fade ; for a moment they glisten

;

But O, is there not in their rustling a voice.

Which seems to say, Child of mortality, listen '.

Behold our decay, but beholding rejoice.

For although thou must fade, in the cold grave be shrouded,

It is not thine to perish beyond the dark tomb ;

There's a land whose pure skies are for ever unclouded,

Where the flowers are fadeless, perennial their bloom.

184.5.

Esther WooDHEAD, 73 12 11 mo. 1858

Tottis, WooldaU, Yorhs. Widow of Wilham

Woodliead.

Sarah Wooding, 85 10 4 mo. 1850

Godinanchester.
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Mary Wright, Bristol, (iO 16 1 mo. 1850

An Elder.

Tliis clear Frieud was a miicli valued member

of lier owu meeting, wlierc for many years she

had fiUed the station of Elder—a position for

which the soundness and discrimination of her

judgment well qualified her, whilst the deep

feeling of her own unworthiness strengthened

the conviction, that from One source alone could

any ability for service in the church be derived.

In this caj)acity she travelled with om* fiiend

Anna A. JenMns, of Providence, America, for

some months, in the Nortli of England and in

Ireland; and was at other times engaged in

similar services in her own and other Quarterly

Meetings.

Although warmly attached to the principles of

the Society in which she had been educated, she

could thankfully rejoice in the bond of union by

which all the true members of the Church of

Christ are connected together.

Truly she might be called a succourer of many

;

but whilst it was her delight to share the bless-

ings with which Pro\ddence had favoured her

-with those around, and especially mth the poor

and afflicted, she carefully remembered the in-

junction, " Let not thy left hand know what thy
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riglit liaucl doetli." But it was in tlio large

family circle that she more particularly i^roved

herseK the Idnil adviser and sympatliizing Mend.

Her health, which for some years was not

strong, had latterly improved, till in the autiunn

of 1857 there were symptoms of declining

powers ; but a visit to Torquay, with some others

of the family, much invigorated her, and she

entered with all the zest of earher years into the

enjoyments of the beautiful scenery.

The foUo-^ving summer her strength again

failed; she attended the Yearly Meeting as

usual, but with the full persuasion, as she after-

wards said, that it would be for the last time. In

the Eighth month she accompanied her sister

into Cornwall, and for a while she seemed

refreshed ; but disease was slowly and almost im-

perceptibly doing its work. Her breathing was

often affected, and a bronchial attack for a few

days much reduced her strength, and she only

attended meeting two or three times after her

return. Her illness very gradually increased

;

but for a long time past she had been observed to

be setting her house in order, and there was an

evident ripening of spitit for that better inherit-

ance on which she was soon to enter.

The occasional visits of Susan Howland from
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America, wliilst engaged on religious service in

Bristxtl, were at this time cheering and comforting

to her.

Her coiigli was often distressing, but the sub-

mission, patience, and gentleness with which she

bore all her sufferings seemed pecuharly given for

the horn- of need ; her own a\t11 was beautifully

brought into subjection, and the power of Divine

grace was sweetly evidenced to soothe and to

sustain ; and whilst nimibeiing her mercies, she

often spoke of her illness as "a very gentle

letthig do^^^l."

In allusion one day to the beloved sister who

had been her constant companion, she said that

" her only wish to Uve had been for her sake,

but she was comforted in behoving that she

would be supported, and experience the fulfil-

ment of the promise, ' As thy day, so shall thy

strength be ;' and she beheved it was best that

she should be the first to go." "When asked

if she could feel calm and comfortable in the

prospect, she rephed with some emotion, " I feel

a humble hope, though I have been a very poor,

unworthy creatm-e—I have had so much to be

forgiven. O that I might be enabled to love

much." At another time she remarked, " that

goodness and mercy had followed her all her life

long."
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On New Year's morning, she asked to hear

the lOSrd Psalm, when she was much aflected,

and conversed in a touching manner of her

low estate; she felt that she could adoj^t tlie

prayer of the poor pubHcan, " God be merciful to

me a suiner." She spoke with comfort of the

Psalmist's expression :
" I am poor and needy,

yet the Lord thinketh upon me," and of the won-

derful love wliich should lead him to regard such

poor sinful creatures. "I know," she said, the

tears runrdng dowa her face, " that it is not for

works of righteousness which we have done, that

we can hope for mercy, but I feel that my
shortcomings have been so many." At another

time, when the 118th Psalm was read, at the

verse, " The Lord has chastened me sore,"

she remarked, " / cannot say so ; I have

been very gently and tenderly dealt -Rath," and

afterwards alluded to the foui'teenth verse as de-

scribtag her experience. " The Lord is my
strength and song, and is become my salvation."

In conversation respecting our Society, she re-

marked " that she felt very hopeful, and was not

disposed to look discouraguigly at the future, as

somemight be ; the decrease innumbers she thought

of little consequence, if those who remaiued were

preserved on the right foundation; and she
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believed tlint brighter days were yet in store if

tliere was only an individual faitlil'ubiess."

As her weakness increased it was often accom-

panied by severe boilily pain : but though she seldom

spoke of her feelings, the expression of her coun-

tenance betokened more and more of rest, and

the possession of that peace which passetli under-

standing. She was glad to welcome her friends

whenever she could bear it, and veiy sweet was

the impression left on many of their minds of the

peace and love surrounding her ; and on taking

leave, a little tract or book was generally put into

theu* hands.

]">er thoughtful for the comfort of those around

her, their attentions were most gratefully acknow-

ledged, and, in her anxiety lest they should

suffer, she often expressed her hope that it might

not be veiy long. "NMien assiu-ed that her fears

for them were gi-oundless, she sweetly repUed,

" I know that affection never fails."

"When much exliausted, one morning, having

asked to hear the twenty-fifth Psalm, she sweetly

said, " We have no reason to fear that the Lord

does not regard ns with compassion, because he

does not see fit to remove the pain—he could take

it all away in one moment." She was reminded

of the text :
" "Whom the Lord loveth he chast-



AXNUAL MONITOR. 203

tenetli," and seemed to repose with comfort in the

conviction that she was safe in Ids hands.

After a veiy sinking time, on Fii'st day the

9th, there was an uuexi^ected rallj-ing for a few

days, and she was again able to enter into

conversation. One morning especially, when

bx-ighter than usual, she enjoyed listening to

readhig, and was much pleased with the compari-

son of the redeemed in heaven to jewels of dilfer-

cnt lustre ; that while all would be perfect and

prepared to fill their appointed places, there

might still be a variety of talents and capacities

of enjo3anent, as on earth : and yet tlie mcasiu-e

to each one would be full. She had remembered in

the night, she said, an allusion of a fiiend in

meeting many j'ears ago, to the continuous stream

of spkits passing upwai'ds, and the communica-

tion thus kept up with heaven. It was such a

dehghtful thought that of the fifty spirits passing

away every minute, many of them were going

upwards, some perhaps in company ; and she

seemed enjoying in tliis idea the neai-ness of the

invisible world. She spoke of the tenns, " the

dark valley," and " the dark river of Jordan," as

those wliicli she had never liked to hear-. We did

not find them in Scriptiu-e—" the valley of the

shadow of death " was the only expression of the
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Icind, and she did not see any occasion for the

Christian to dwell upon the f/Innmiiicss of that part

of the journey which to liim ^-ould only prove the

passage to Heaven ;
" I hope," she added, " that

I am not deceiving myself."

On the L^th of First month she became much

worse. Once she exclaimed ;
" O ! for patience

—

may patience be gi-anted me to the end."

Her sjTBpathy was at this time much awakened

on account of the serious illness of her dear bro-

ther-in-law, John iVllen, with whom there had

been for many years a close bond of union, and

she anxiously watched the amval of each day's

post ; then again there were better accounts, and

she was mercifully spared the pain of loiowingthe

deep trial wliich awaited those she so much loved.

On Sixth-day she was very ill, and when

oppressed -o-ith difficult}' of breathing, remarked

that it would be a favour if she might sink awaj*

;

but she earnestly desired that patience might be

given, and thankfully acknowledged the freedom

from pain. On her sister expressing her belief

tliat the Everlasting Arms were underneath her,

the dear suiferer replied "Yes, underneath us

all." Soon after she sent affectionate messages

to the absent members of the family circle, and

drawing her beloved sister, meces, and brother,
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one after another to her becT-sicIe, she took a

tender leave of each,—^thanked them for all their

kmd attentions to her, affectionately committed

her sister to her brother's care ; and concluded

each farewell with the hope that thej- should meet

again one daj-.

The night was a trj-ing one, and the next morn-

ing, as she sat supported by pillows in her easy

chau', it appeared to those around her, that the

summons to departwas just at hand ; but, contrary

to expectation, she again re%'ived, andwhen she saw

that a further trial of her faith and patience had

yet to be endured, it was at first difficult to her to

reconcile the disappointment. She was corafortcd

by hstening to some hymns, and soon became

cahn and resigned again ; and an opportunity was

thus afforded for taking leave of her beloved

elder sister, who came to see her in the evening.

It appeared probable that she might continue

longer, and the family retu-ed ; but the restless-

ness of the night and the foUo^ning morning were

sure preciu-sors of the final change. Less than

three hom-s before her depai-tm-e, she asked to

hear a short Psalm—the forty-sixth was read,

—

and then for some portions from her favomite

httle book (E. H. Bickersteth's "Water fi-om the

Wellspring") ; and as she enjoyed Usteniug to
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several pages, the sweet expression of her coim-

tenance indicated their ax^propriateness to her

feehngs. On being hfted into bed, she said,

" I hope now I shall be able to rest," and rest

was indeed at hand, though she now scarcely

reaUzed its near approach.

There were no djdng words—the leavetakings

had aU been accomplished—the weary body was

quite exhausted—the soul was resting safely

where it had long been anchored ; and now, in

this solemn hour, there was nothing to do but to die.

And in the tender sympathy with the departing

spirit, those who watched around her could not

but desii'e, that if consistent with the Divine will,

her ardent longings might be satisfied, and the

last conflict shortened ; and w^hen, in about half

an horn', the suffering was over, and they knew

she had entered the joy of her Lord, the lan-

guage did indeed seem apphcable, " Thanks be

unto God, who hath given her the victory,

through Jesus Christ our Lord."

George Wright, Bristol. 68 9 2 mo. 1859

Little more than a fortnight had elapsed since

the dying commission had been received to watch

over the remaining sister who shared his home,

when the beloved brother, then apparently in

usual health, was himself prostrated by disease,
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and after eight days of intense suffering, he also

was called away.

He was one in whom the needy found an ever-

ready helper; his unwearjong kindness giving

easy access to aU; and much of liis time was

devoted to the claims of the poor, whilst many an

hour was spent, it has since been learned, in read-

ing to the sick.

It is feared that from his natural reluctance to

give anxiety to others, and liis very retiring

habits, he may have long been an uncomplaining

sufferer, iintU at length his state could not be

concealed, when the progi-ess of the complaint

became very rapid. At an early period of liis

illness, when allusion was made to next week, he

observed " that is very uncertain." It was evi-

dent that this conviction did not disturb him.

There seemed to be perfect composui-e ; and after

the doctors had left him one day, he significantly

said, " They may do what they can." The

suffering at times was extreme ; he appeared once

to feel a doubt whether he could bear much more,

but when his land attendant said she hoped he

would be strengthened to bear it, he rephed he be-

lieved he should. In the intervals of ease he

fi-equently enjoyed hstening to reading, and

especially valued the hymn, " Casting our care
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on God," asking for it again and again, and

adding, I believe it wUl be so. When the

severe paroxysms of pain subsided, his voice

was often heard in a low tone in solemn devo-

tion, and after one of them he said to the nurse,

'' li yvQ.^ silent prayer that brought relief;" and

again repeating it, added " remember that."

The deep thankfulness he frequently expressed

for his many mercies, and his reference from time

to time to liis Saviour, were very comforting to

his affectionate relatives, who thus rejoiced to see

that his whole confidence was placed in Him.

A httle anxiety on some temporal matter, the

night before his death, was quickly soothed by

a reference to those of eternal moment and to the

One Physician alone able to help. Some hymns

and passages of Scripture were also repeated, and

he soon joined in with his own voice, and added

" go on to praise the Lord," and soon after the words

were heard—"Robes washed and made white in

the blood of the Lamb."

The last few hours were mercifully permitted

to be more free from pain; and as he quietly

passed away, the look of acute snffeiing which had

long been touching to witness was almost iu-

stantaneously exchanged for that of unutterable

peace.
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Mary Wright, Leeds. 103 14 3 mo. 1859

A minister. Widow of William Wriglit.

Bom in the reign of George II., tliis clear friend

lived to an age rarely attained in our days, and

the records of the Annual ]\Ionitor furnish no

instance of longe^dty equal to hers. She was a

Clu-istian character of no ordinary stamp ; and it

would doubtless be interesting here to trace her

course through a long and eventful life—to mark

how, under the Spmt's influence, she was brought

to a deep conviction of the sinfulness of her

natui-e, and enabled to cast herself, in the con-

fidence of faith and prayer, upon Him who was
" deUvered for oiu' offences, and raised again for

our justification"—how she became "strong in the

gi-ace that is m Christ Jesus," to dedicate herself

to the service of God in the Gospel of his dear

Son, and was favoured, in the continued exercises

of faith and love, of watchfulness and prayer, of

obedience and of dependence upon the Spirit of

Truth, to experience a growing preparation for

the Kingdom of Heaven, and finally, to lay down

her head in peace, in what might be truly called

" a good old age ;" but, as a Testimony has ah'eady

been adopted respecting her by Brighouse Monthly

Meeting—and wUl, no doubt, be pubhshed in

due coiu-se—it is thought best not to anticipate
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the details of tluit clocuiacnt, but to rofcr the

readers of this Uttle periodical to it for further

particulars respecting this dear aged Christian.

INFANTS whose names are not recorded.

Under one month Boys ... Girls 2

From one to three months... do. 2 ... do. 2

From three to six months... do. 1 ... do. 1

From six to twelvemonths do. 4 ... do. 3
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JOSEPH ROWNTREE,

Died -Ith of lUh Month, 1859, in his bdth ijear.

Oui- late beloved Meucl was bom at Scai-borougli

in the yeai- 1801. His parents, John and Elizabeth

Eowntree, endeavoured to rule then- household in

the fear of the Lord, and exercised a judicious

Christian care over their children. Onlj^ a short

time before his death, our dear friend spoke

feelingly of the gi-eat iufluence which liis beloved

motlier had exerted on his chai-acter, saying it

was not that she talked a great deal to liim,when

a boy, on religious subjects, but that she so linlced

Ms heai-t to her own by the silent influence of

love, that he was continually prevented from doing

wrong through the fear of grieving so tender a

parent.

Joseph Rowntrec's school education was but

hmited, ceasing altogether when he was thii-teeu

years of age. This deficiency was lai'gely com-

pensated, duiing the next seven years of liis life

,
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by intelligent researches into the natural wonders
of the sea-coast, and by diligent appHcation to

study in liis brief houi-s of leisiu-e, under the wise
and firm dii-ection of his elder brother, the late

John RoflTiti-ee of Scarborough ; and not unfre-

quently, in succeedmg years, did he gratefully

acknowledge how largely he was indebted to this

fi-atemal influence.

Possessing an ardent temperament, and a some-
what lively imagination, Joseph Ro^vntree keenly
rehshed the exercises and pleasures, rightly pur-

sued m the earher stages of hfe ; but he was no
stranger to the visitations of the Holy Spiiit, and,

yielding his heart to these, he at times retu-ed

to his chamber for devotional purposes, and in

later life acknowledged the benefit he had derived

from this practice. The death of a sister to whom
he was tenderly attached was instrumental in

deepening these unpressions, and in leading to a

more decided rehgious work in his heart.

On attaining his majority, twelve months after

tills bereavement, he removed to York. In
beginning business on his own account, and
entering on the responsibihties devolving on the

master of a household, very earnest were the

breathings of his soul, that he might be enabled

to act in accordance with the will of God, and to
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uphold sound views of Christian truth and prac-

tice. For some years his attention to busmess

was necessaidlj'- very close, but this did not pre-

vent the continued culture of his intellectual

powers and the acqmrement of much critical

knowledge of Holy Scripture.

That decision of character which so distin-

guished tlie subject of our narrative was tested

on the occasion of his admission as a member of

the York " Merchants' Company." In accordance

with old usage, a wine party was arranged for

celebrating this event. With some hesitation he

joined the company, but soon after taking a glass

of wine with his associates, the proceedings

assumed a character which distressed him ; and

the thought, " what would my mother think to

see me imder such cu'cimistances ?" thrilled

through his heart, inducing him to take up his

hat and leave the room, to the sui'prise of his

companions. The temperance movement had not

then begun, but he never afterwards attended a

party of hke character ; and he more than once

acknowledged how this decided step lessened his

difficulties in future intercourse with his fellow-

citizens.

At this period of bis Hfe Joseph Rowntree

formed the acquaintance of the late Samuel Tuke,
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and derived permanent benefit from intercourse
with his powerful and philosophic mmd, regulated
as it ^yas by deep Christian principle. The inti-

macy thus commenced ripened, as years advanced,
into a devoted friendship, and was cemented by
long union in various services for the welliire of
the religious Society to which they were both so
deeply attached, as well as for promotmg the
interests—temporal and spuitual—of then- fellow-

citizens.

Thi-oughout the coui'se of his Hfe, education
was a subject in which om- dear friend was espe-
ciaUy interested. Behevmgthat the right training
of cliildi-en and young persons was gTeatly in-

fluential in detei-miniug then- fiitm-e career, and
consequently a matter of the highest importance,
not merely to individuals, but to the Church, and
to general society, he gave his steady support to

mmierous efforts for promoting the instniction of
poor chilch-en in the city of York; for tliii-ty years
the British schools were particularly the objects

of his efficient and persevering care. When quite

a young man he was appointed a member of the
Ackworth School Committee

; he also took an
active part in the estabhshment and management
of the Boys' and Giris' Schools at York, under
the care of that Quarterly Meeting. In 1829 he
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assisted in the investigations made, by the same

body of Friends, into the condition of education

amongst those connected with the Society, but

not in membersliip ; and the facts then eUcited

led to tlie estabhshment of Rawden School. In

1845 he was chosen one of the original trustees of

the Flounders' Institute.

The soundness of liis judgment, and the ad-

ministrative ability with which he was gifted,

combining a minute attention to details with great

comprehensiveness of thought and quick percep-

tion of ultimate results, eminently fitted him for

usefulness in connection with these various

estabhshments. He possessed an almost intui-

tive sympathy with the difficulties of officers in

public institutions ; and to the supeiintendents of

those before emmierated he became, in many
instances, not merely a wise counsellor, but a

beloved personal fiiend. He was a close observer

of character, and was kind, judicious, and faithful

in his intercourse mth the whole educational

staff ; encouraging the attauiment of excellence or

pointing out defects to be remedied. Thus he

secured the esteem and attachment of a large

number of yoimg persons, training as teachers or

employed in our schools.

Assisted by Friends in every part of the king-

dom, in the year 1843, Joseph Ilo^vntree made a
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searcliing investigation into the apparent results !

of education at Ackwortli School, as illustrated
,

by the actual experience of the boys who had •'

passed thi-ough that institution -n-ithin the present

centiuy. The diversified information obtained by

this inquiry he ever after considered to be of the

highest value, and it stunulated his endeavours

to enlarge the proportion of teachers to the num-
1

ber of pupils in the various schools of the Society,

to raise the general standard of estimation for the

teachers' office, and to increase the remuneration
;

of those engaged in the ser\dce.
|

In conjunction with his friend Samuel Tuke,
|

and others, he took part in promoting the estab- I

hshment of the Friends' Educational Society, and
|

he valued that Association as a practical means
j

for advancing the ends already adverted to.
J

The increasing interest taken by Friends in

Sabbath Schools, an interest wliich he en-

deavovured to promote, greatly comforted liim.

From his strong conviction that those who, in the

love of Christ, were concerned in wateiing others

would themselves be watered, he looked on tliis

instramentality as calculated to benefit the Church.

But whilst the amount of time and thought

necessarily given to these and many other

luidertaldngs for the benefit of his fellow men,
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was large, our dear Mend was careful that they

slioiild not interfere with his more private duties

to liis o^^Ti family and household. Without

attempting to speak of him in the endearing rela-

tions of husband and father—relationships wliich

drew forth aU the tenderness of his natui-e, and

in wliich liis wise and loving care was most

constantly felt—we beheve that his interest in

3'oung men was no where more powerfully put

forth, nor more gratefully appreciated, than in his

intercoui'se mth those who served him as ap-

prentices and assistants in his business. It was

his aim to cultivate a personal acquaintance with

each, to obtain a correct knowledge of their

characters, and, wlailst interesting hhnself in

those domestic arrangements of liis establishment

which provided for their physical and social com-

fort, he did not omit to place T\-ithin their reach,

and to encourage the use of means for thek

mental improvement. By firmness and discri-

minating kindness, he often won their grateful

attachment, and secui-ed faithful and efficient

service. He was not slow to perceive indications

of the rehgious life in these young men, indica-

tions which he was prompt to cherish. His

endeavours to promote then- spiritual and tem-

poral wellbeing, did not terminate when they
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ceased to reside under his roof. During the

anxious period so frequently experienced in the

estabhshmcnt of a business, he was ever ready, so

fai- as time and abihty pemiitted, to assist Avith

counsel, or to give other proofs of unabated

attachment.

Gifted mth large conversational powers, it was

the conscientious endeavoui- of om* dear friend, to

turn them to good account in his social intercourse

with others. Not only had he the tact to check

frivolous conversation, and, without abruptness, to

divert it into a profitable channel, but also the

sldll to origuiate that which should be useful and

edifyiug, and so to maintaki it by drawing out the

mental stores of his friends, that an evening spent

ia liis company was oft-times a soiu-ce of enjoy-

ment and real instmction.

As closely connected with the formation of

sound rehgious habits, he liiglily valued the

humble, painstaldng culture of the understanding,

in reference to religious subjects ; one of the later

undertakings in which he united with other Friends

of York pai'ticular meetiag, was the estabHshment

of a Library of BibUcal and Ecclesiastical Hter-

atiu-e.

•Joseph Rowntree's mind was not of an order to

accept mere assertion, unsupported by evidence.
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Wliatever was presented to Ms consideration, was

carefully and minutely examined—it was espe-

cially so in reference to subjects beaa-ing on

revealed truth. He was intimately acquainted

with the literature of the Society of Friends, and

the spiritual views of Christianity upheld by it

had been accepted by him, after the most serious

and thoughtful investigation.

In 1847 he was appointed to the office of Elder.

His large Christian experience and his sound

judgment, combined with a clear perception of the

excellence and safety of a well proportioned, hai"-

monious presentation of Gospel truth, qualified

liim to exercise a watchful oversight, and a

nursing care over the ministiy. \VliiIst not

slow to perceive what was erroneous or deficient,

and faithful in extending the word of counsel or

caution, he was prompt to sympathize with those

who were called to laboiu* in word and doctrine,

and especially with those who were under present

pressure of rehgious engagements. To these his

words of cheering were often blessed. He tenderly

encoiu'aged the young and inexperienced, and all

whose offerings (however brief and simple) were

clearly characterized by the coustraimng love of

Christ. His own heai'tfelt love to the Saviour,

his careful life and conversation, and deep sense of
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religious obligation, gave weight and effect to these

services.

In Meetings for Discipline our dear friend

endeavoured to maintain a lively exercise of

sphit, and on these occasions, he not unfrequently

addi-essed Ids friends in a lucid and instructive

manner, on various subjects relating to church

government, religious duties, and Christian doc-

trine. Passing events were often referred to and

made the subjects of lively illustration. The deep

rehgious interest that he felt m the question of

maniage, in all its bearings, as affecting the

interests of the Society of Friends and the best

welfare of its individual members, was a source of

much sustained thought and labom' for a number

of years. The injurious effects, as he behoved, of

past proceedings in relation to this subject, occa-

sioned him real sorrow, and induced him very

eai-nestly to promote an alteration of existing

regulations.

Joseph Rowntree had a high estimate of the

duties devolving on the Christian citizen, and he

endeavoured rightly to discharge them ; at

different times he occupied pubhc offices con-

nected with the municipal institutions of the city,

and successfully expended much thoughtful labour

in its sanitary improvement. In liis conduct as a
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public mail, lie sought imcompromisingly to act

up to what he believed was the Clii-istian standard

of requii-ement. He bore aii active testimony

against judicial swearing, and, on at least one

occasion, maintained single-handed in the councU-

chamber his allegiance to the principles of in-

violable peace.

In recounting some of these services, it is not

easy totally to divest our sketch of that appeai-ance

of eulogy, than which, notlung would have been

more distasteful to oiu' departed friend. Those

most intimately acquainted with him, know how

deep was liis own sense of his manifold failings

and imperfections ; but he used to say, that he

obtained no sti*ength by dwelling on them, or by

bemoaning his condition, and often did he quote

the words of the apostle, as that to wliich he

sought to attain, " Forgetting those things wliich

are behind, and reaching foiih unto those

which are before, I press toward the mark for the

prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."

But we must turn from the active life of our

beloved friend, and introduce our readers to some

of the experiences of liis last ilLness. We shall

here see that the man of strong mind, of active

habits, of gi-eatly diversified pursuits, is suddenly

withdrawn fi'om the busy occupations of hfe, and

u2
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tlirown upon himself. Has lie followed cunningly
devised fables ?—is the Chi-istianity he has
professed in health, able to sustain, when
flesh and heart are faiUng ?—is it only abeautifiU
theoiy, or is it, in lus experience, a real power ?

Dming the early portion of his illness we shaU see
him preserved ui humble trustfuhiess, without
strong assurance or joyous reaUzations—tune
passes on, and the humble trust rises mto the
peace that passes understanding—the perfect

peace which the Saviour gives—a week or two
more, and the peace is exalted mto joy, and the
joy to ti-imnph, and the soldier of the Lamb is

made more than conqueror through Hun that
loved him.

Diu-mg the past summer, cui- dear friend often
spoke of feehng less power than he had been wont
to do, and he was mduced to relax his laboiu-s

considerably, but it was not tiU the middle ofNinth
month last, that very serious apprehension was
felt as to the state of his health.

One of the latest occasions on which he spoke
in pubhc, was at the annual meeting of the First-

day School Association at Ackworth m the 7th
mo., and not a few will remember liis closing

words, in which he told the teachers " that, inas-

much as tunes of depression and of wearhiess were
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almost certain to occur to each of them, it was

very needful to remember, again and again, tlie

examx^le of Him who endured such contradiction

of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and

faint in j'our minds."

In the early paii of liis illness he looked upon

it as a chastisement especially intended for his

refinement, and was able to take comfort from

dwelling on the 12th chapter of Hebrews, in

which the love of God is shown in the chastening

of his children—the blessed purpose being, that

they may be made partakers of His holiness.

He was led very closely to examine the gi'oimds

of the Christian's faith, and on one occasion, when

walking thoughtfully in the di-awing-room, said, •

" I know not how those persons find anytiling to

rest thcu' hopes upon, who do not acknowledge

the essential divinity of Jesus of Nazareth, for He
not only presents the behever before the presence

of His Father, but presents him clothed in the

spotless robe of His own righteousness."

On one of the last days in Ninth month, our be-

loved friend mslied a portion of Scripture to be

read on the justification of the sinner Avith God ;

afterwards he said, he could not speak -with the

strong assurance wliicli the Apostle did, or lilie

some of his own personal friends, who never
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scoinod to doubt of tlieii' acceptance wlli God.

lu reply to tlio remark, tliat he had Leen enabled,

during tliis illness, very 6\\ cetly to tiiist in the

mercy of God through Jesus Clu-ist, he said, " Yes,

there had been times when he could do so, then

tliere were other times of anxiety and of

trembling."

On becoming a\vai-e of his veiy critical condi-

tion, Joseph llo^^'utrce e%anced no alarm or dis-

tress. With entire composure he proceeded from

tune to time, as his sti-ength allowed, to give

du'ections respecting the numerous trusts that

were under his care, whilst it afforded liim comfort

that liis own pccimiary afl'au'S required but httle

• attention. The frequent inquiiies and messages

of love, as well as otlier proofs of affection and

interest, given by many of his friends and neigh-

boiu's, were toucliing to his feelings ; liis heai-t

glowed vrith gi'atitude, and he expressed the fear

that he had not been equally kind to others when

they had been in sickness. Wliilst anxious that

nothing should iuterfere with liis preparation for

a future state of being, he said it was refreshing

to him to converse with his family on their

cUlfereut engagements, for some variety of thought

did not interfere with, but seemed rather to pro-

mote liis spiritual health. Laboiu- being the
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appointed lot of man, lie thought it was to be ex-

pected, that the healthiest state of the spiritual

life would exist when combined with some paili-

cipation in secular piu-suits, and he regarded this

as a probable reason why Paul and his feUow-

apostles had their tent maldng and other manual

avocations.

10 mo. 2nd.—After allusion had been made to

the comforts of the Gospel, the dear uivahd re-

marked, " To have the witness of the Spirit in my
heart and mind, that my sins are all forgiven for

the sake of Jesus Christ, would be inexpressibly

precious, but perhaps would not be good for me."

It was repMed to the effect that he had a humble

trust, a cUnging to the promises. He said, " I

have notiling else to rest upon ;" adding, " it has

long been my faith, however I may have failed to

exemphfy it—that the only way of salvation is by

Jesus Chiist—Jesus of Nazai-eth cnicified for

me!"

On more than one occasion, he spoke of the

part he had taken in pubhc affairs, as a member

of the city council, &c., saying that neither durmg

this niness, nor at any other time, had he been

dissatisfied with the position he had thus held ;

but wliilst it was his judgment, that decHiiing

every employment of tliis character favoured the
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growth of a sickly Christianity, he added, it was

most important for each man to know liis own

proper Une of service, and lie had himself always

acted on the plan of not seeldng public appoint-

ments. He strongly insisted on the duty of

exercising the charity which " hopeth all tilings,"

towards a political opponent, and advised his sons

carefully to abstain from going with a party, at

elections or other times, further than theu' con-

sciences permitted, as " under no circumstances

can the requirements of Christianity be sus-

pended."

In reference to his past hfe, he expressed the be-

hef that it had been one ofmuch more than average

happmess, and that that happiness had to a large

extent come, in the endeavour, however feeble, to

conform to the wiU of Christ. He spoke with

much emphasis and tenderness of the enjoyments

of his domestic hfe, and said he could testify to

the power of reUgion in intensifying its endear-

ments.

For several weeks before his decease, much

bodily suffering was the portion of the beloved

invalid, and it was instructive to witness the

patience and resignation with which it was en-

dured. A deep sense of gratitude for mercies

received, temporal as well as spuitual, was the
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habitual clotliing of liis mind, and his tender and

dehcate consideration for those who waited on liim,

was often very touching to them.

10 mo. 16th.—He said how he had been com-

forted during tliis iUness in dwelling on the text,

" If ye then, being evil, know how to give good

gifts unto your children, how much more shall

your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spix-it to

them that ask Him?" Referring to the first

clause of the jDassage, and considering how glad

he was to give anytloing that should contribute to

I
his cliildren's welfare, he remarked what an en-

couragement it was to ask expecting to receive.

: He dwelt with deep feeling on the preciousness of

1 the incomes of the Holy Spirit, and beautifully

: pointed out, how their reception into the heart

i was needful to the comprehension and acceptance

I of Christian truth, in its fuhiess and its wholeness.

The next morning he told one of his sons, that

he had thought much on the text, " I thank thee,

O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that

thou hast hid these tilings from the wise and

prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes;

even so. Father, for so it seemed good in thy

sight," and continued, " Thou secst, dear, it is as

we are Avilling to be taught by our Heavenly

Father, and to receive as a child from a parent
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that which He gives, that wc are iiistnictcd ami

led along."

Later in the day he said, " I found, in the

night, that my strength and comfort consisted in

clinguig as a Uttle child." " CHngiug to the

Saviour?" "Yes," he repUed, "and petitioning

of Hun, that as I was a very weak one. He would

be pleased to can-y me ; it was a night of much

peace and comfort, and it has been a day of no

small favour." "When able, he was cheered by

hearing the Bible read to him, often asking for it,

saying, " I thmk I can do with a few verses now."

The lith chapter of the Gospel of John, he felt to

be peculiarly sweet and refreshing.

10 mo. 19th.—Referring to the passage, " I

will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall

continually be in my mouth," he said, " I have

been enabled to bless the Lord, and to feel thank-

ful again and again to Him, and I do not beheve

that He who was with me in my youth, visited me
by his Holy Spirit, convinced me of sin, and often

gave me clear and bright views of salvation by

Jesus Christ, and has followed me as a father

does a child all my life long, wiU forsake me

now."

On the night of the 25th, oiu* beloved friend

appeared for a time to be sinking, but afterwards
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revived; and very early next morning, after a

paroxysm of severe pain, he said, " Wliat an awful

tiling it would be, to hear the midnight cry and

have no lights ?" It was replied, "Yes, dearest,

it would, indeed, but, through the mercy of our

Savioui", that is not thy case ;" to which he

assented, and went on to say, "Whilst laid here I

have had a bright view of those words, ' Except

ye be converted and become as little cliildi'en, ye

cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.' O the

riclmess, the fulness of the Redeemer's mercy,

that sacrifice prefigured by the offering of the

morning and evening lamb. 'NVlaen we walk on

the sea-shore, we feel how boundless is the extent

of the waters, and O ! with only a glimpse of

the immensity of Redeeming love, how vast,

how boundless does it seem ! May you be

rich partakers of it ; and may I, through His free

mercy, be presented faultless before the presence

of His Father; and during the few remaining

days or houi-s that are allotted me, may I be kept

very near to my Saviour. I did not at first think

this sickness was to death, but it was in the

tender, pitying mercy of my Heavenly Father,

that he took me down step by step ; and those

who are willing to follow Him, He wiU lead safely

along, though faith may often be weak, and sight
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may be cliiii, yet He will give the victory ; so let

us encourage one another to hold out to the end

of the race."

The same morning he said he was " pretty com-

fortable," and it was asked, " peaceful in mind ?"

to wliich he rephed, " Yes, unworthy, utterly un-

worthy as I feel, I do beheve my Heavenly

Father \nll, for His mercy's sake in Clirist Jesus,

accept me and take me to Himself. I would com-

memorate His faithfulness and His goodness to

me in tliis illness iu granting my petitions. Night

by night it has been my prayer, that He would

not suffer me to be tempted wdth evil thoughts, or

^^•ith any secret root of unbelief; but understand,

dear, at tliis solemn moment, I do wish to be

preserved from saying a word beyond the truth."

In the latter part of the day, reference being

made to some objects that had claimed much of

liis care and interest, he remarked " that wliilst

glad the Lord had put it into his heart to promote

these things, yet that in the contemplation of the

joys of heaven, feeble though it was, all considera-

tions of an inferior kind seemed set aside and

overbalanced, when compared m.th. the fulness of

that grace, through which he did trust that an

entrance would be granted liim into the heavenlj^

kingdom." At another time he said, " O our poor
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facilities, tliey are so incapable of uuderstancliBg

the joys of the heavenly hfe."

11 mo. 1st.—It was remarked by oiu* beloved

friend, that, as on previous nights, the Lord in his

unmerited mercy had preseiTed hun fi'om har-

rassing anxieties, in a way that was marvellous in

his eyes, and had fulfilled His promise to him ;

" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind

is stayed on Thee, because he tnisteth in Thee."

After conversing for some time with those

around him, he said, " The Lord has been mth
me to this time, and I may yet be able to declare

this more fully, but if not, I die in the faith of the

Son of God who gave Himself for me, resting

solely on His atonement—relying on His blessed

atonement; and I do beheve that all those who
heartily accept tliis, and who by the help given

them, walk consistently with theu' Christian pro-

fession, the Lord Jesus will present before the

presence of His Father, clothed in the white

raiment of His righteousness."

" Is it not a merciful appointment, that the

words are again and again given me, ' I wiU

bless the Lord at aU times, His praise shall con-

tinually be in my mouth ;' may I not beheve it is

the beginning of that service, on which I hope

through His great mercy soon to enter ?"
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11 mo. 2ud.—lu tlie evening, he slowly and in

feeble accents said, " The Lord is taking me down

very gently, but He is near to me, enabling me to I

say, ' Thy good presence is mth me ;' the sense oi

,

the Lord's love and nearness has been greater
[

diu'mg the last night than ever before, and I do I

beUeve, unhesitatingly beheve, He will soon take
j

me to liimself, for He has made me more than

conqueror through Him that loved me, and gave i

Himself for me, and I do desire that we should

commemorate together the mercies of this day."
i

About half-past four on the following morning, '

he feebly but distinctly whispered, " The promises

are Yea and Amen, in Him, for ever." Thus
,

mercifully sustained lumself, hi the blessed hope '

of a glorious immortahty, his tenderest sympathy

was called forth towards those he was about to

leave, and he anxiously sought to strengthen their

faith, and animate their hopes, by words of com-

fort and encoiu-agement.

In the afternoon, though the weakness had i

become very great, the dear invahd began to speak

:

more freely than he had done for some time be- •

fore, and so overflowed with love and gratitude to

all aroimd him, and his hope of a joyful eternity

became so bright, that it was remarked he seemed

to be already breathing the atmosphere ofHeaven.
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Speaking to his beloved partner and one of bis

sons, " The Apostle says, ' if this house be dis-

solved we have a buildiiig not made with hands,

eternal in the Heavens,' O what a glorious saying !

may I have gi-ace and strength to hold out to the

end, as a good soldier of Jesus Chi-ist ; O blessed

Jesus wilt thou keep and preserve me to the end !

Very great has been the unmerited mercy of God to

me, and I do feel that I am a monument of grace. I

desire, unworthy, utterlyunworthy as I am, to com-

memorate the goodness of Grod, in enabUngme from

day to day, through the time ofmy exti-emity to feel

that He will keep him ia perfect peace whose mind

is staj^ed on Him, because he trusteth in Hiin.

During the com-se of this illness my heart has often

been hmnbled and contrited, ia the fecLuig of my
ovm unprofitableness, and of the richness and

tenderness ofthe Lord's mercy to me ; but I would

not have any one to think that I have not had

to experience the temptations and insinuations of

Satan ; it is my djing testimony that T\dth me the

conflict has been continued to the very verge of

hfe ; but as the temptations of the enemy are not

united vnih, they are not sinful, and I take it,

that this shows us that the watch against evil

must be always kept up. Our Lord, in one

place, says, ' watch and pray that ye enter not
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into temptation ; tlie spiiit iudeocl is willing, but

the flesh is weak,' and," addressing liis son, " let

no one, my dear, when speaking of the value

of pra3'cr, induce thee to forget its inseparable

counection with the duty of watchfulness. What-

ever may bo thy difficulties, my dear boy, do not

bo discouraged, for thou hast seen that grace has

been afforded, during this illness, to thy poor,

unworthy father, and now, through the atoning

mercy of oiu' Holy Redeemer, I have a sure and

certaui hope of a blessed eternity. I have some-

times wished for youi" sakcs, that I could speak

of my prospects in terms, which those of different

temperaments and more glowing hopes might

employ ; but I have, in the coui-se of the last

week, had the evidence of souship given me in a

way that I cannot describe, and I do desire to

commemorate the Lord's goodness, in that, through

the atonement of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ, and the plenteous, pitying mercy of our

Heavenly Father, I have an imshaken trust that

I shall be permitted to enter the kingdom of hght

and peace."

. He continued to converse, at intervals, till

nearly two in the morning, when he peacefully

breathed his last.

Very precious to his bereaved family is the
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remembrance of this his last evening upon earth ;

and they, with a wide circle of friends, have

felt it a cause of gratitude, that the Lord per-

mitted His servant to retain the undimmed

brightness of his intellect to the very end of life,

that He gave so heavenly a frame to his spiiit,

and bestowed so bright a foretaste of the joys of

eternity ; enabling them in some measm-e to turn

from their own and the Church's loss, and to

dwell on the exceedmg blessedness of that state

into which we reverently trust our beloved friend

has for ever entered, through the mercy of Him
who giveth the victory, in Jesus Christ our

Lord.
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